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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Town of Southwick 
454 COLLEGE HIGHWAY SOUTHWICK, MA   01077 

Department of Public Works- Water Division 
Telephone (413) 569-6772      Fax (413) 569-5001 

 
Water Commissioners Meeting Minutes  

Thursday, June 7, 2018 
 
Members in Attendance: Edward Johnson, Chairman  
 Dave Meczywor 
 Luther Hosmer 
    
Others Present:  Randy Brown, DPW Director  
 Christie Myette, Office Manager 
 
Guests: N/A 
Absent: N/A 
  

The meeting was recorded. 
Sign in attendance sheet was provided for guests.  

The meeting of the Water Commissioners was called to order at 6:00pm in Conference Room 2. 
 
Review of the May 3rd, 2018 Minutes 
A MOTION was made by Dave Meczywor to accept May 3rd, 2018 minutes as written. This was 
seconded by Edward Johnson. Motion passed.  
 
The Commitment for May was signed by The Commissioners.  
 
There were several Elderly Rate Applications submitted.  
 
 
DPW DIRECTORS REPORT:  
1. Tighe & Bond is continuing the design efforts for the College Highway Water Main & Pump 
Station improvement project. A meeting will take place in the next week or two with Springfield 
Water to discuss the quality of water that we will be receiving so that we can determine what 
needs to be in place for treatment of that water. The Water Main Design is almost complete. A 
permit was submitted to Mass DOT showing the planned work and we are waiting to hear back 
from them. Once that takes place then we can put the project out to bid.      
 
2.  Water bills were issued in late May due June 20th.  
 
3. Randy attended a meeting with Mass Water Works Association regarding the update to the 
Water Management Act. The Water Suppliers in the Westfield River Basin are not scheduled to 
have our permit updated in 2019. Mass DEP had extended our permit the last few years but we 
were given word that by 2019 we will have an updated permit.  
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4. Well #2 is currently out of service due to a blown driver on the motor. Elm Electric has 
ordered the replacement part and this pump is expected to be back online by mid next week. In 
the meantime, Well #1 and SWSC water are being used. 
 

A work order summary was presented to Commissioners. 
 

APPOINTMENT 
NONE 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
2018 WATER RATE EVALUATION 
At the last meeting the Commissioners discussed raising the water rates to recoup the 
additional $200,000.00 that the budget will increase due to the upcoming projects. In order to 
recoup that money the rates would have to increase by about .83₵. This does not account for 
any increased in captured water from the upgraded water meters.  
A comparison was provided to the Commissioners combining the daily amount of water 
captured from last winter to this past winter cycle. This showed an increase of about 7.8% of 
billable water daily. The Commissioners discussed raising rates this fall and then reassessing the 
need to raise them again.  
A MOTION was made by Luther Hosmer to raise the water rate by .25₵ effective on the 
upcoming fall billing. This was seconded by Dave Meczywor and the motion passed.  
 
COLLEGE HIGHWAY WATER MAIN & PUMP STATION 
Due to the changes to the design of the College Highway Pump Station which was originally 
going to be a rehabilitation not a new construction. Tighe and Bond sent over a design 
amendment to cover the additional design costs. The amendment is for $83,500.00 which 
needs to be signed by the Board of Water Commissioners and the Selectboard.  
A MOTION was made by Dave Meczywor to sign the Tighe & Bond Design Amendment 1. This 
was seconded by Luther Homser and the motion passed.  
 
SPRINGFIELD WATER SUPPLY AGREEMENT 
This was discussed briefly earlier in the meeting. We will be meeting with Springfield to 
determine the treatment necessary at our pump station and some water quality parameters. 
There are a few other things we would like to discuss such as a reduction in rates because we 
will not be receiving potable water. The Board will be updated after this meeting with 
Springfield Water takes place.   
 
TOWN MEETING 
This is just a quick recap on the items that the Water Commissioners had on the Town Meeting 
warrants. All of our articles passed. The articles were for the College Highway Pump Station 
Design, FY19 Budget and the Pump Station Easement with Whip City Tool & Die.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
BOARD REORGANIZATION 
The Board decided to keep the Board as is. Edward Johnson will continue to be chairman with 
Luther Hosmer and Dave Meczywor as members.   
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Luther Hosmer made a MOTION TO ADJOURN this was seconded by Dave Meczywor the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:12 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted By,  
 
 
Christie Myette 
DPW Office Manager 
 
________________________________ 
Ed Johnson, Chairman 
 
________________________________ 
David Meczywor 
 
________________________________ 
Luther Hosmer    
  


