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Town of Southwick,
Massachusetts

454 College Highway, Southwick, MA 01077
 

Doings of STM November 16, 2010
DOINGS AT THE SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

November 16, 2010
6:30 p.m.

                                                                
The Special Town Meeting was called to order by the Moderator, James Putnam at 6:32 PM on Tuesday,
November 16, 2010 Southwick Tolland Regional High School, Feedings Hills Road, in the Auditorium, with
approximately 65 registered voters in attendance.

The following registered voters were appointed as tellers for the meeting:

Robert Fox Cal Chunglo
Michael McMahon

A Pledge to Allegiance to the Flag.

A moment of silence was observed for:
(reflects those who have passed away since May 18, 2010)

Ruth M. Waterman August 1, 2010 Conservation Commission
H. Barbara Cowles August 28, 2010 Assistant Librarian

And ALL US Servicemen

Advancement Placement United States Government Class.
(Assistance with microphones and lighting)

Ellen Contois Aleisha Hall
Jeff Dziardziel Christiana Deily

A motion was made and seconded to allow the following non-voters on to the town meeting floor:

Accountant, Linda Carr                  
DPW Director, Jeff Neece                                                
Building Inspector, Denis Gaido                                         
Treasurer/Collector/Clerk, Michelle Hill
Town Counsel, Benjamin Coyle
NE Land Development Trust, Inc., Denise Robins
                        

UNANIMOUS

A motion was made and seconded to dispense with the reading of the warrant in its entirety and to act upon
each Article separately
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UNANIMOUS

ARTICLE 1.              The Town voted to appropriate and transfer the sum of $99,500.00 from the FY2011
Community Preservation Unreserved Funds for a 20% local match towards the purchase of an Agricultural
Preservation Restriction of 61+- acres of farmland along the southerly side of Granville Road.  The APR is
valued at $497,500.00.  The State of Massachusetts APR Program is paying $398,000.00. Project Site
Hampden County Registry of Deeds, Book 11108, Page 581, known as part of Assessors Map 78, Parcel 12
owned by JAYDUB, LLC, recorded at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds, or take any other action
relative thereto.

        “MOTION:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $99,500.00 in accordance with the
recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee.”

PASSED
UNANIMOUS

ARTICLE 2.                      The Town of Southwick voted to accept the provisions of M.G.L. c. 138, §33B, as
amended, in its entirety, or take any other action relative thereto.

PASSED
MAJORITY

ARTICLE 3.              The Town voted to amend Chapter 185 Zoning, ARTICLE VI,  § 185-16 A. (9) of  the
Code of the Town of Southwick by deleting the words “Board of Appeals” and substituting “Planning Board” in
its place, or take any other action relative thereto.

PASSED
UNANIMOUS

2/3 Vote Required
                
ARTICLE 4.              The Town voted to amend Chapter 185 Zoning, ARTICLE VI, § 185 -18 A. (8) of the
Code of the Town of Southwick by deleting the words “if authorized by the Board of Appeals”, or take any
other action relative thereto.

PASSED
UNANIMOUS

2/3 Vote Required

ARTICLE 5.              The Town voted to amend Chapter 185 Zoning, ARTICLE VI, § 185-31 A. of  the Code of
the Town of Southwick by deleting the words “Appeals Board” and substituting “Planning Board” in its place, or
take any other action relative thereto.

PASSED
UNANIMOUS

2/3 Vote Required

ARTICLE 6.              The Town voted to amend Chapter 185, Zoning, ARTICLE VI,  § 185-31 B. of  the Code
of the Town of Southwick by deleting the entire section, or take any other action relative thereto.

PASSED
Yes - 32
No - 12

2/3 Vote Required

ARTICLE 7.              The Town voted to amend Chapter 185, Zoning, ARTICLE VI, § 185-32 of the Code of
the Town of Southwick as follows:

Current §185-32:
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“A trailer, excluding mobile homes, may be stored by its owner in the rear yard of a lot occupied by him as his
permanent residence, but no trailer may be occupied or used for sleeping, living, cooking or carrying on a
business in any district in the Town of Southwick, unless authorized by the Board of Appeals and a permit
issued by the Board of Health.  No trailer parks or trailer camps of any type (two or more) shall  be allowed in
any district in the Town of Southwick except as provided for in Article VI, §185-34, entitled “Commercial
recreation.”

Proposed Amended §185-32:

“A trailer, excluding mobile homes, may be stored by its owner in the rear yard of a lot occupied by him as his
permanent residence, but no trailer may be occupied or used for sleeping, living, cooking or carrying on a
business in any district in the Town of Southwick, unless authorized by the Building Inspector and a permit
issued by the Board of Health.  In the event of a casualty the Building Inspector and the Board of Health
may issue separate permits under this section for a maximum of twenty-four months to allow the
permit holder to rebuild; provided, however, that the trailer may not be occupied or used for sleeping,
living, or cooking without the issuance of both permits.  In cases of hardship, the Building Inspector
and the Board of Health at their reasonable discretion may extend the permit for up to six months at a
time to allow the permit holder to complete rebuilding and obtain a certificate of occupancy for the
structure damaged or destroyed by a casualty.  In the case of a trailer to be used for carrying on a
business under this section, including a trailer used for storage of inventory or merchandise, the
Building Inspector may issue successive permits in appropriate cases for up to 365 days provided
there is sufficient area for loading and unloading, parking and the trailer can meet any set back
requirements of the zoning district and the merchandise or inventory to be stored is not of a
hazardous material or a fire hazard and such inventory or merchandise can be sold in the zoning
district as a matter of right.  No trailer parks or trailer camps of any type (two or more) shall  be allowed in
any district in the Town of Southwick except as provided for in Article VI, §185-34, entitled “Commercial
recreation.”

Proposed amendments are shown by bold, italics and underlined.

Or take any other action relative thereto

PASSED
MAJORITY

2/3 Vote Required

ARTICLE 8.              The Town voted to accept as Town ways, North Pond Road and Alcove Road as shown
on the lot layout plan entitled “Lot Layout Definitive Subdivision Plan North Pond Views, Southwick, Mass. For
Northeast Land Development Trust, Inc. Owner, Ecotec Environmental Associates, Inc….Scale 1” = 50’ Date
Sept. 1998” which plan is recorded in the Registry of Deeds for the County of Hampden in Book of Plans 311,
Pages 109 and 110; and to see if the Town will further vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by
gift certain easements including an easement to use said streets for all purposes for which public ways are
used in the Town of Southwick and to accept a Stormwater Drain Easement as shown on said Plan Book 311,
Pages 109 and 110; or to take any other action relative thereto.
                                                

PASSED
Yes - 37

No - 8
MAJORITY

A Motion was made and seconded to dissolve the Special Town Meeting at 7:20 PM.

UNANIMOUS

A TRUE COPY ATTEST:

Michelle L. Hill, Town Clerk


