
 1

***NOTE:  THIS DOCUMENT REPRESENTS THE ACTUAL 
WARRANT SIGNED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN AND 

POSTED BY THE CONSTABLE AT SOUTHWICK TOWN HALL, 
SOUTHWICK POST OFFICE AND SOUTHWICK PUBLIC 

LIBRARY.*** 
 

Town of Southwick 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
May 15, 2007 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Town Election, Tuesday May 8, 2007, at 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Southwick Town 
Hall, 454 College Highway for Precincts I, II, and III. 
 
Annual Town Meeting Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Southwick High School, 
Feeding Hills Road, in the Main Auditorium. 
 
HAMPDEN SS.   To either of the Constables of the Town of Southwick in the County of 
Hampden 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
 
ARTICLE 1.  In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in elections and town 
affairs to meet and assemble at the TOWN HALL, 454 COLLEGE HIGHWAY, PRECINCTS I, 
II, & III, in said Southwick on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M. to elect on one ballot the following officers:  One Selectman for a three-year term.  Two 
Regional School District Committee members each for a three-year term.  One Assessor for a 
three-year term.  One Cemetery Commissioners for a three-year term.  One Dickinson School 
Trustee for a three-year term.  One Water Commissioner for a three-year term. Two Library 
Trustees each for a three year term.  One Park and Recreation Commission member for a 
three-year term.  One Planning Board member for a five-year term. One Planning Board 
member for a three-year term.  One Board of Health member for a three-year term.  One 
Housing Authority member for a five-year term.  Two Constables each for a three-year term.  
 
*Also to consider the following binding question, Question 1:Shall the Town, in addition to the payment of 
fifty per cent of a premium for contributory group life and health insurance for employees in the 
service of the Town and their dependents, pay a subsidiary or additional rate?” 
 
Also, in the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in elections and town affairs to meet 
and assemble at the SOUTHWICK-TOLLAND REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM ON 
TUESDAY, May 15, 2007, at 7:00 P.M. then and there for the Annual Town Meeting and to act 
on the following articles: 
 



 2

 
Article 1 Explanation. Town Election acted on May 8, 2007, the following individuals will 

be running: 
  

  
Ballot Question - What is this about? 

Healthcare costs have risen significantly over the last 10 years and have out paced regular wage increases.  This is more 
pronounced under the Town – Employee cost share of 50/50 where active employees under a family plan have to pay $7,253.16 
to $8,214.96 for FY08 for their 50% share of a $14,506.32 (HMO) or $16,429.92 (PPO) plan.  The 50% Town share is the legal 
minimum under Massachusetts law.  The Town is a member of a collective purchasing group for health care plans known as 

Hampshire County Group Insurance Trust which has 4,072 members.  The Collective  
Bargaining Units of the Town have asked that this matter be put before  

the townspeople to raise awareness. 
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ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports as published in the 
Annual Town Report of the Selectmen, Assessors, Town Accountant, Town Clerk, Water 
Commissioners and all others to be acted thereon.  
 

Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 

Article 2. This is a General Housekeeping Article to authorize the Selectmen 
to operate Town Government. 

 
ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to appoint minor 
officers.  

     Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 

Article 3. This is a General Housekeeping Article to authorize the Selectmen 
to operate Town Government. 
 

ARTICLE 4.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell or 
trade obsolete equipment or take any action relative thereon. 
 

         Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 

Article 4. This is a General Housekeeping Article to authorize the Selectmen 
to operate Town Government. 

 
ARTICLE 5.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply 
for and accept any and all grants from private entities, the Federal Government or the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the purposes for which said grants are authorized, or to 
take any other action relative thereon.     
      Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 
Article 5. This is a General Housekeeping Article to authorize the Selectmen 

to operate Town Government. 
 
ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Board of Selectmen, to issue bonds, notes, and certificates of indebtedness for 
a period of not more than two years in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 17 or take 
any other action relative thereon. 
      Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 
Article 6. This is a General Housekeeping Article to authorize the Selectmen 

to operate Town Government. 
 
 
ARTICLE 7.  To see if the Town will vote to fix the compensation of elected officers and 
town employee salaries where stipulated, provide for a reserve fund, provide a sum of money 
for Capital Outlay for the following Town Departments; Board of Selectmen, Assessors, 
Computer, Town Hall, Police, Fire, Public Safety Building, EMS, Animal Control, Lake 
Management, DPW, Library, and determine the sum of money the Town will raise and 
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appropriate including appropriations from available funds to defray charges and expenses of 
the Town including debt and interest for the ensuing Fiscal Year July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008 
or to take any other action relative thereon. 
       

Requested by the Finance Committee 
 

Article 7.  Highlights: 
 
Revenues: 
 

• Current local aid numbers from Governor’s House 1 and House/Senate Local 
Aid Resolution, full levy limit increase 

• Reduced New Growth  
• Application of Free Cash for outright capital purchases or projects 
• Presumes water/sewer increased budgets supported by retained earnings or rate 

increases if necessary 
 
Expenditures: 
 

• Provides for 53 hour Basic Level Firefighter/EMT to address weekday coverage 
• Provides for full time 40 hour Fire Chief by reprogramming dispatch 

supervision funds along with new funding per MRI Fire Department study. 
• Accommodates fixed expenses for utilities, insurances, personnel and employee 

benefit costs 
• More funds for tax title services to bring in money owed to the Town 
• Presumes agreement with Westfield for Animal Control Officer shared 

facility/services 
• Capital Expenditures Planning Committee approved items included 
• EMS ambulance debt service payments/insurance costs transferred to general 

fund 
 
 
ARTICLE 8.  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer a sum of money 
from the Cemetery Sales of Lots Account to be used for the Cemetery Improvement Account 
or take any other action relative thereon.  
 
      Requested by the Cemetery Commission 
 
Article 8. This is a housekeeping article to use Cemetery Funds to offset the 

July 1st budget for the Cemetery Commission. 
                         
ARTICLE 9.  To see if the Town will adopt the following vote or to take any other action 
thereon: 
Voted: to re-authorize the Revolving Funds under M.G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ entitled 
“Inspector’s Revolving Fund”, the establishment of which is for the purpose of compensating 
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various inspectors employed by the Town for services rendered and said fund shall not exceed 
$40,000.00 limit on the funds on deposit, or take any other action relative thereto.  

 
Requested by the Board of Selectmen   

 
Article 9. This vote re-establishes an “Inspector’s Revolving Fund” to ensure 

inspectors (electrical, plumbing, gas, fire, etc.) are compensated in 
direct relationship to the number of inspections made and fees 
received by 

 
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will adopt the following vote or to take any other action 
thereon:   
Voted to re-establish a revolving fund pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ entitled 
“Public Safety Departments Revolving Account” the use of which is for the Fire and Police 
Departments in the Town of Southwick to offset costs of training personnel; purchasing 
supplies and equipment; costs of maintenance and repairs of equipment and vehicles; and 
salaries paid to details, all related to HAZ-MAT response, and said fund shall not exceed 
$40,000.00  limit on the funds on deposit, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 

      Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 

 
Article 10. This vote re-establishes a mechanism for the Town to recover costs 

related to hazardous material spills at accident scenes.  This tool is 
used in municipalities to limit taxpayer expense in responding to 
and cleaning up accident spills where fire and police budgets take a 
hit.  It is estimated it would only come into play a couple of times a 
year when large cargo trucks experience accidents that have large 
spills. 

 
 
ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will adopt the following vote or to take any other action 
thereon: 
Voted:  To reauthorize a revolving fund under M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E1/2 that may be 
spent by the Lake Management Committee without further appropriation, during fiscal year 
2008 to pay for salaries, expenses, operations, contractual service, and ramp repairs and 
improvements regarding the management of the lakes.  The revolving fund entitled Revolving 
Boat Ramp Account is to be credited with all fees and charges received during fiscal year 2008 
from persons using the boat ramps.  The Lake Management Committee may spend 
$32,000.00 for Lake Management operations in revolving fund monies for the program during 
fiscal year 2008.  The unencumbered and unreserved balance in the revolving fund at the end 
of fiscal year 2007 shall be carried over into fiscal year 2008 or take any other action relative 
thereon.   

Requested by the Lake Management Committee 
 

Article 11. This vote re-authorizes the fund to keep both town boat ramps at 
Point Grove Road and Berkshire Avenue running for the next fiscal 
year.  The funds are generated from launch fees to use the facilities.  
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The volunteer Lake Management Committee has done an 
outstanding job keeping the facilities in great working order.  

 
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to accept Southwick's share of the Western 
Hampden District Veterans’ Services in the sum of $30,369.40 for Fiscal Year 2008, this 
amount will be $1,452.81 over the assessment limitation imposed by Proposition 2 ½ as 
allowed under Chapter 90 of the Acts of 1988 and MGL Ch. 59, Section 20B, or take any other 
action relative thereon. 

Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 

Article 12. This is Southwick's share of Western Hampden District Veteran's 
Service in the sum of $30,369.40 for Fiscal Year 2008, this amount 
will be $1,452.81 over the assessment limitation imposed by 
Proposition 2 ½ as allowed under Chapter 90 of the Acts of 1988 
and MGL Ch. 59, Section 20B.  The FY07 assessment was 
$28,211.31.  Massachusetts Communities must either have a 
Veterans Agent or be part of a district that provides services to 
veterans.  The share of expenses allocated to each community is 
based upon its equalized valuation of properties.  Southwick share 
increased from 24.13% to 24.70% based on our increased values. 

 
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from 
available funds the sum of $ 7,593,266.00 for the Southwick-Tolland Regional School District 
assessment for Fiscal Year 2008 commencing July 1, 2007 and ending on June 30, 2008, or 
take any other action thereon. 
   

Requested by the Southwick-Tolland 
Regional School District 

 
Article 13. The Southwick-Tolland Regional School District’s proposed 

FY2008 budget is $18,027,209.  For the operation of the regional 
school district, the “assessment” of $7,593,266 represents the Town 
of Southwick’s share of financial support for school related 
expenses for the 2007-2008 school year.  The Town of Tolland’s 
“assessment” will be $311,330.  The balance of the overall school 
district budget is supported through state funding and school-
generated revenues. 

 
ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town of Southwick will vote not to disapprove certain 
additional debt authorized by the Southwick-Tolland Regional School Committee under a vote 
dated April 3, 2007, which reads as follows: 
 
Voted: approve authorization to incur debt by the issuance and sale of bonds or notes for the 
amount of $600,000.00 for the purchase of all items specified in the attached School District’s 
Fiscal Year 2008 Capital Improvement Plan”, or take any other action relative thereon.  
 

Requested by the Southwick-Tolland  
Regional School District 
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Article 14. The Towns of Southwick, Tolland, and the regional school district 

have developed an annual Capital Improvement Plan which funds 
identified school capital equipment and building renovations in 
excess of $2,000 per purchase.  The current annual appropriation of 
$600,000 is supported with five (5) year bond issues which generally 
have a lower interest rate than can be secured elsewhere.  The 
specific list of proposed equipment replacement or building 
renovations for the 2007/2008 school year has been previously 
publicized and will also be available at the annual town meeting. 

 
ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to approve the transfer of Southwick Tolland 
Regional School District funds in the amount of $498,495.00 to its Stabilization Account for 
Fiscal Year 2008. 

       
Requested by the Southwick-Tolland  
Regional School District 
 
 

Article 15. In the summer of 2002, the Southwick-Tolland Regional School 
District, in conjunction with a grant from the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) initiated an energy conversion for our 
high school from an all electric heat facility to a high efficiency gas-
fired boiler and delivery system.  The final cost of the project was 
$790,184 and the grant reimbursement from MSBA for this project 
was $498,495.  Regulated by state statute, the regional school 
district must request permission from the member towns to put these 
funds into a Stabilization Account so that these funds can only be 
used for future capital school improvement projects which in turn 
must also be approved by both member towns. 

 
ARTICLE 16. To act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee on the 
Fiscal Year 2008 Community Preservation Budget and to set up a budgeted reserve for later 
appropriation monies from the Community Preservation Fund annual revenues or available 
funds for the undertaking of Community Preservation Projects and all other necessary and 
proper expenses for the year, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 

MOTION: To see if the town will vote to set up a budgeted reserve from 
Community Preservation Fund annual revenues the amounts recommended by 
the Community Preservation Committee in Fiscal Year 2008, with each item to 
be considered a separate reserve. 
 

Proposed Fiscal Year 2008 Community Preservation Reserves 
 
The Community Preservation Committee recommends that the following amounts be reserved 
from fiscal year 2008 Community Preservation Fund Revenues, unless otherwise specified, for  
Fiscal Year 2008 Community Preservation purposes. 
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• To reserve $42,789.60 from FY 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for Open 

Space. 
• To reserve $42,789.60 from FY 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for Historic 

Resources. 
• To reserve $42,789.60 from FY 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for 

Community Housing. 
• To reserve  $299,527.20 from FY 2008 Community Preservation Fund revenues for FY 

2008 Community Preservation Fund General Unreserved Fund. 
 
Reserves  
 Open Space                  $   42,789.60   
 Historic Resources        $   42,789.60  
 Community Housing     $   42,789.60   
 General Unreserved              $ 299,527.20  
 Total                            $ 427,896.00  
 
Estimated FY2008 revenues = State match to be received on 10/15/07 $ 213,948.00 
 +  new surcharge collections for FY2008                  $ 213,948.00 
 Total          $ 427,896.00 
 
 
 
State match = FY2007 CPA commitments minus abatements 
New surcharge collections for FY2008  
10% of actual FY2008 revenues =   The amount reserved for each CPA purpose, Historical, 
Open Space and Community Housing, as required by law. 
70% equals the amount reserved to Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve. 

 
Requested by the Community Preservation Committee  

 
 

Article 16. CPC FY08 Budget based on a 3% surcharge on Residential Class 
One Tax bill after first $100,000.00 value is passed.  It also exempts 
property owned by a person who would qualify for low income 
housing or low or moderate income senior housing. Reserves for 
Historic, Housing and Open Space purposes are set aside for future 
projects brought back to Town Meeting for approval. 

 
  

ARTICLE 17. To act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee on the 
Fiscal Year 2008 Community Preservation Budget and appropriate 4% of the monies from the 
Community Preservation Fund General Unreserved Fund for the administrative and operating 
expenses of the Community Preservation Committee, or take any other action relative thereto.    
 

MOTION: To see if the town will vote to appropriate from Community 
Preservation General Unreserved Fund $17,115.00 as recommended by the 
Community Preservation Committee. 

 
Requested by the Community Preservation Committee 
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Article 17. CPC FY08 Administrative & Operating expenses set aside.  The 
statute allows 4% of the funds anticipated for FY08 including the 
state 100% matching shares. 

 
ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $55,000 from FY2008 
Community Preservation Fund Historical Preservation Reserves to replace the three front 
foyer windows of the Town Hall building, 454 College Highway with thermo pane windows. The 
replacement windows will match the original area and design of the existing windows.  
 

MOTION: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $55,000 from FY2008 
Community Preservation Fund Historical Preservation Reserves to replace the 
front foyer windows of the Town Hall building, 454 College Highway. The 
replacement windows will match the original area and design of the existing 
windows. 
 

Requested by the Community Preservation  
Committee 
 

Article 18. Replacement of 1928 single pane windows that have been 
repaired/rehabilitated many times.  It would be more cost effective to 
modernize them with newer units that have a historic look than 
continue repairs.  The original interior of the front part of the 
building spanned two floors with a mezzanine that overlooked the 
auditorium/gym.  This is now where 2 story front lobby currently is 
located.  This causes additional heat loss.  

 
ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from the FY07 
Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Historical Reserves the sum of $10,000.00 in order 
to be eligible to receive a grant (of $15,000.00) under the Survey and Planning Grant Program 
through the Massachusetts Historical Commission for the purpose of completing Southwick’s 
Cultural Resource Inventory. 
 

MOTION:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer the sum of 
$10,000 from the FY07 Community Preservation Fund Budgeted historical 
Reserves in order to be eligible to receive a grant (of $15,000) under the Survey 
and Planning Grant Program through the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
for the purpose of completing Southwick’s Cultural Resource inventory. 

 
Requested by the Community Preservation  
Committee 
 

Article 19. The Historical Commission goal is to complete a cultural resource 
inventory of Town’s historical related locations.  They have been 
notified of a $15,000.00 grant award that requires a $10,000.00 
local share.  

 
ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer the sum of 
$150,000.00 for the Sewer Parallel Interceptor Design and Permit Project from the Sewer 
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Capital Revolving Account provided that no such funds shall be expended until adequate funds 
are received from the Westfield G & E Cooperative or to take any other relative action thereto. 
 

Requested by the DPW and Sewer Implementation 
Committee 
 

Article 20. The inter-municipal agreement between the Town of Southwick and 
the City of Westfield that defines the responsibilities of each party 
for Westfield to accept and treat all of the sewer flows from 
Southwick includes and article that allows Westfield the option of 
telling Southwick that they can no longer use the sewer lines in 
Westfield once the flows from Southwick reach 175,000 gallons per 
day. The Southwick sewer flows are currently at 160,000 gallons per 
day and Westfield has notified Southwick that we must start the 
process of getting our sewer flows out of their lines that we currently 
connect to at South Meadow Street. To do this Southwick must build 
a 21” diameter pipe (parallel interceptor) from South Meadow 
Street in Westfield to the Westfield Sewer Treatment Plant off of 
Union Street. An earlier Town meeting on 2/28/07 agreed this 
design/permit process was a capital need and should be funded by 
proceeds from an agreement between the Town of Southwick and 
the Westfield Gas and Electric Company for them to install a 
natural gas line in Southwick in the current sewer Right Of Way 
into Westfield. It is proposed that $150,000 from these proceeds be 
used to design the sewer parallel interceptor. 

 
ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will appropriate $400,000.00 or some other amount, 
whether by borrowing or otherwise, to pay costs of purchasing a Fire Tanker/Pumper Truck, 
and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, or to take any other action 
relative thereto. 

 
MOTION:  That the sum of $400,000.00 be and hereby is appropriated to pay 
costs of purchasing a Fire Tanker/Pumper Truck, and for the payment of all other 
costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen is hereby authorized to borrow 
said amount and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor. 
 

      Requested by the Board of Selectmen and 
      Fire Department 
 
Article 21. This article will authorize the replacement of a 1982 Hendrickson 

Fire Tanker/Pumper with a newer version.  The tanker is a 25 year 
old piece of apparatus that no longer meets OSHA and NFPA 
standards and ISO recommends replacing or refurbishing after 25 
years. After having a certified refurbishing consultant look at the 
truck, it was his recommendation that it would be more cost effective 
to totally replace it.  For 70-75% of the $400,000 a new cab and 
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chassis could be used but that only gives a warranty for engine and 
power train and no warranty for the tank and pump which are the 
functional parts that make a Fire Truck a Fire Truck. 

 
ARTICLE 22.             To see if the Town of Southwick will vote to appropriate, by borrowing or 
otherwise,  $800,000 or some other amount, to pay costs of purchasing for public parks and 
playgrounds purposes, by negotiated purchase or otherwise, a certain portion of property 
together with buildings thereon, known as the Lake Front Park consisting of 3.37 acres, more 
or less, as shown on Assessors Map E, Parcel 1; that said land be conveyed to said Town 
under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 45, Section 14, and as it may 
hereafter be amended and other Massachusetts statutes relating to public parks and 
playgrounds, to be managed and controlled by the Park and Recreation Commission of 
Southwick, and to authorize the Park and Recreation Commission with the approval of the 
Board of Selectmen to file on behalf of Southwick any and all applications deemed necessary 
for grants and /or reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed 
necessary under the Urban Self-Help Act (Chapter 933 Acts of 1977, as amended) and/or any  
others in any way connected with the scope of this Article; furthermore the Commissioners of 
the Park and Recreation Commission shall be authorized to approve and enter into permit or 
license arrangements to allow periodic use of the park and Pavilion resource by designated 
parties consistent with its use as a public park and playground and, may, at their discretion, 
enter into one or more arrangements for the management of this resource by one or more third 
party operators on a contract basis consistent with its use as a public park and playground, the 
Board of Selectmen are further authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all 
instruments as may be necessary on behalf of Southwick to affect said purchase. 

 
Requested by the Park and Rec. Commission 

 

Article 22. The Town of Southwick has an opportunity to provide additional 
open space and recreational facilities for the public through the 
acquisition of land for the development of a park located on the 
North Pond. The property is about 3.37 acres and is located off of 
Point Grove Road behind the former Brass Rail restaurant.  The 
property will be purchased by the Winding River Land Conservancy 
which is a private, non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of open space for later transfer/sale to the Town of 
Southwick Park and Recreation Commission.  Town residents will 
be asked to vote at the Annual Town Meeting on May 15 to 
appropriate and authorize the Treasurer with the approval of the 
Selectmen to transfer and/or borrow funds in accordance with the 
Community Preservation Act and to issue any bonds or notes up to a 
total amount of $800,000 for the purchase of property for this park. 
A conceptual plan has been developed for the proposed park that 
provides for a variety of recreational facilities including a pavilion, 
boat landing area, picnic area, parking for about 100 vehicles, and 
open lawns.  Funding for this project could come from two sources.  
One would be an Urban Self-Help Grant from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and the other would be from local and State 
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Community Preservation funds on a 50/50 matching basis.  It is 
anticipated that $500,000 would be available through the Self-Help 
Grant and the balance of the purchase price and site development 
would come from Community Preservation funds.  The Southwick 
Park and Recreation Commission would manage and control 
activities on the property.  They would establish the rules and 
regulations for use of the park.  The operation and maintenance 
would be accomplished by both volunteers and contractors.  Any 
costs should be covered by income from leasing of the facility. 
Development of the park would occur in Phases as funding becomes 
available.  Phase I will include purchase of the property, 
preparation of a site plan, development of access and parking, 
stabilization of the pavilion, and basic landscaping.  Phase II would 
include renovation of the pavilion, construction of a concert shell, 
and completion of parking and landscaping.  

 
ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to accept, commencing with Fiscal Year 2008, 
the provisions of Chapter 184, Section 41C of the Acts of 2002, amending Chapter 50, Section 
5 (41C) of the Massachusetts General Laws, by increasing the amount of the exemption from 
$500.00 to $1,000.00.  The purpose of this Article is to increase the exemption from $500.00 to 
$1,000.00 for real estate taxes for residents over the age of 70 who qualify for the exemption 
pursuant to the aforementioned statutory provision. 
 
 Or to take any other relative action thereto. 
 
      Requested by the Board of Assessors 
 
Article 23. The Elderly Exemption Clause 41C has a state exemption amount of 

$500.00.  If this amount is adjusted to a higher exemption, the town 
will not be reimbursed for granting the additional tax benefit.  
Therefore the Town of Southwick will incur an amount of 
$22,500.00 at the current number of applicants for Fiscal Year 2008 
when the exemption is increased to $1,000.00. 

 
ARTICLE 24.  Vote to amend the code of Town of Southwick, Zoning, by adopting the 
following by-law to be identified as § 185-37.2. Phased Growth. 
 
§ 185-37.2.  Phased Growth. 
 
A. Intent and purpose. 
 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that growth occurs in the Town of Southwick in a 
strategic, orderly and planned manner that allows for the preparation and maintenance of 
high quality municipal services for an ever-expanding residential population, while at the 
same time allowing reasonable residential growth during such preparation that does not  
infringe on the quality of life or municipal services provided for the residents of the Town of 
Southwick. The citizens of Southwick proudly insist upon high quality and reliable municipal 



 13

services such as, but not limited to, fire and police protection, educational facilities and 
programs and available clean water resources. This section establishes a strategic growth  
rate consistent with recent historical average growth rates for residential development in 
order to ensure that growth occurs in an orderly and planned manner as it relates to the 
Town's ability to provide high quality and effective services for its citizens and protect its 
resources necessary for sustaining the present and future quality of life enjoyed by its 
citizens. 
 

B. Regulations. 
 

(1) Beginning on the effective date of this section and continuing for five calendar years, no 
building permit for a new residential dwelling unit or units shall be issued unless in 
accordance with the regulations of this section, or unless specifically exempted in 
Subsection E(4), (5), (6) or (7) below.  

 
(2) The regulations of this section shall apply to all definitive subdivision plans, subdivisions 

not requiring approval, site plan review applications and special permits, including, but 
not limited to, Flexible Residential Development Districts and residential apartment 
house special permits which would result in the creation of a new dwelling unit or units. 
Dwelling units shall be considered as part of a single development for purposes of 
development scheduling if located either on a single parcel or contiguous parcels of 
land which have been in the same ownership at any time on or subsequent to the date 
of adoption of this section. 

 
(3) For all building lots/dwelling units covered under Subsection B(2), the Planning Board is 

authorized to approve a development schedule for that lot/unit, including the month/year 
such lot/unit shall be eligible for a building permit. 

 
(4) The request for authorization of a development timetable shall be made on forms 

provided by the Planning Board. Requests will include any and all information showing 
eligibility and compliance with these regulations. 

 
C. Planned growth rate. 
 

(1) This section shall take effect beginning on the date of adoption by Town Meeting. 
Beginning on this date of adoption, the permit granting authority (Planning Board) shall 
not approve any development schedule which would result in authorization for more 
than 100 dwelling units over a seven-hundred-thirty-consecutive-day (two-year) period.  
All authorizations shall apply toward the planned growth rate as established by this 
section. 

 
(2) Whenever the rate of growth, as measured by a total of development schedule 

authorizations, plus building permits issued for new dwelling units not part of a 
development schedule, exceeds a rolling total of 100 additional dwelling units over a 
seven-hundred-thirty-consecutive-day period, the Building Inspector shall not issue 
building permits for any additional dwelling unit or units unless such unit or units are 
exempt from the one-hundred limit. The Planning Board shall have exclusive authority 
to render all decisions on exemption requests. 

 
(3) If as a result of an applicant seeking approval of a second plan of development on a 

parcel of land for which authorizations have been previously granted, and the second 
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plan is approved, a new development timetable shall be established. This timetable 
shall supersede the first development timetable at the time a building permit is issued 
based on the second plan for any lot lying wholly or partially within the parcel subject to 
the new development timetable. 

 
(4) The Planning Board, in approving the second plan, shall determine the number of 

authorizations from the first plan that would be abated based on the second plan's 
approval. This number shall be used by the Building Inspector in revising authorization 
schedules due to abatements. 

 
D. Development timetable. 
 

(1) Building permits for new dwelling units shall be authorized only in accordance with the 
following timetable: 

 
Number of New Units in 
Subdivision Development   Dwelling Units Year* 
 
1-10      Up to 5 per year 
11-20      Up to 10 per year 
21-40      Up to 12 per year 
41+      Up to 15 per year 

*Number of dwelling units in the development for which permits may be authorized each 
year. 

 
(2) Number of new units in Residential Apartment House Development (R-20-A): between 

four and 12 dwelling units per year if included in one building pursuant to special permit 
issued under § 185-14. 

 
E. Requirements. 
 

(1) All definitive subdivisions, Form A approvals, special permits, estate lots and site plan 
review applications shall include a proposed development timetable by the applicant. 

 
(2) Development timetables. 

 
(a) Development timetables shall be determined by the Planning Board at the time of 

approval of any such application, using the following format: "The first date of the 
development timetable shall be (month/year) or such earlier date that may result 
from intervening abatements." Such timetables shall be included as a condition of 
approval of the application. 

 
(b) The Building Inspector shall be authorized to issue revised development timetables 

based solely on abatements approved by the Planning Board. 
 

(c) All development timetables with approved authorization shall be recorded with the 
application approval decision with the Town Clerk and shall not be calculated into 
the overall growth rate until so recorded. In order to effectuate the schedule for the 
purposes of obtaining building permits, the applicant shall record the approval 
decision with the development timetable at the Registry of Deeds. 
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(3) In the case of flexible residential subdivision, a development timetable shall be 
approved by the Planning Board at the time of the definitive subdivision approval. 

 
(4) Definitive subdivision approvals, special permits, estate lots and site plan approvals 

made prior to the date of adoption of this section shall be exempt from both the 
planned growth rate and development timetable. The Planning Board shall have 
exclusive authority to render all decisions on exemption requests. 

 
 (5) The use of any tract of land for housing for elderly persons and/or handicapped 

persons through issuance of a special permit granted pursuant to § 185-15 shall be 
exempt from the planned growth rate and development timetable. In any such 
instance issuance of a special permit shall be conditioned upon the recording of a 
restriction enforceable by the Town to ensure that dwelling units built thereon shall 
only be used for residences for elderly and/or handicapped persons as defined in 
said § 185-15. Building permits issued pursuant to such a special permit shall not be 
counted in computing the applicable growth rate limit. 

 
(6) Any tract of land existing and not held in common ownership with an adjacent tract 

prior to the adoption of this section shall receive a one-time exemption (one building 
permit) from the planned growth rate and development timetable for the purpose of 
constructing a single-family dwelling unit on the parcel so owned. The issuance of a 
building permit for this purpose shall, however, count toward the growth rate limit of 
100 dwelling units per rolling seven-hundred-thirty-consecutive-day period unless 
such limit has already been reached through approved development timetables 
and/or issuance of building permits. 

 
(7) An application for a building permit for the enlargement, restoration or reconstruction 

of a dwelling in existence as of the effective date of this section shall be specifically 
exempt from the provisions of this section and shall not count toward the growth rate 
limit. 

 
(8) Building permits issued, but subsequently abandoned pursuant to applicable 

provisions of the State Building Code, shall not be counted in computing the 
applicable growth rate limit. 

 
F. Zoning change protection. The protection of zoning changes as granted by Section 6 of 

Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General Laws shall, in the case of a development whose 
completion has been constrained by this section, be extended to the maximum time for 
completion allowed under this section. 

 
G. Severability. The provisions of this section are severable, and if any of its provisions shall 

be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such 
court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. 

 
or to take any other relative action thereto. 
  
      Requested by the Planning Board 
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Article 24. This article is intended to adopt a bylaw to manage residential 

development in a strategic, orderly and planned manner.  This will 
enable the Town to provide needed services and protect resources 
while allowing reasonable residential growth.  The bylaw will last 
for  five (5) years and establishes a growth rate of a maximum 
rolling total of 100 dwelling units over a two-year time period.  Also, 
the bylaw provides a development timetable for the number of 
dwelling units that can be built annually based on the size of each 
subdivision approved during the period of time that the bylaw is in 
effect. 

 
ARTICLE 25. Vote to delete in the Code of Town of Southwick, Zoning, the map titled 
“Town of Southwick Commonwealth of Massachusetts Wellhead Protection District Zone 1 – 
Wellhead Protection Area Zone 2 & 3 – Zone of Contribution” dated May 21, 2002 in § 185-5E.  
District enumerated; maps. And substitute the following: 
 

E. The boundaries of said Wellhead Protection District in Subsection A(11) above are 
hereby established as shown, defined and bounded on a map on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk of the Town of Southwick, Massachusetts, entitled “Town of Southwick, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Wellhead Protection District.”  This map, dated 
March 26, 2007, and subsequent amendments thereto, together with explanatory 
matter thereon, is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter. 

 
or to take any other relative action thereto. 
  
      Requested by the Planning Board 
 
Article 25.  This Article makes technical corrections to the title, legend and 

design of a map dated May 21, 2002 as requested by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  The new 
map dated March 26, 2007 does not change the boundaries of the 
wellhead protection district within the Town of Southwick. 

 
ARTICLE 26.  Vote to delete in the Code of Town of Southwick, Zoning, § 185-22. Wellhead 
Protection District. and substitute the following language. 
 
§ 185-22.  Wellhead Protection District. 
 
A.  Purpose. The purpose of the Wellhead Protection District shall be to promote the health, 
safety and welfare of Southwick and neighboring communities by protecting and preserving 
the surface and ground water resources located in Southwick for any use of land and/or 
buildings which may reduce the quality or quantity of the public drinking water supply. 
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B.  Definitions. 
 

AQUIFER -- A geological formation composed of rock or sand and gravel that contains 
significant amounts of potentially recoverable potable water. 

 
GROUNDWATER -- All water found beneath the surface of the ground. 

 
HAZARDOUS WASTE or HAZARDOUS MATERIAL -- Any material or waste which is 
potentially hazardous to human health or to the environment, including, but not limited to, 
such hazardous wastes and materials which have been designated as such by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency under 40 CFR 250, as amended, or which have 
been designated as such under regulations promulgated pursuant to the Massachusetts 
Hazardous Waste Management Act, Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 21C and 310 
CMR 30.00, as amended. 

 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACES -- Materials or structures on or above the ground that do not 
allow precipitation to infiltrate the underlying soil. 

 
LEACHABLE WASTES -- Waste materials, including solid wastes, sludge and pesticide 
and fertilizer wastes, capable of releasing waterborne contaminant to the environment. 

 
PRIMARY AQUIFER RECHARGE AREA -- Areas which are underlain by surficial geologic 
deposits, including glaciofluvial or lacustrine stratified drift deposits or alluvium or swamp 
deposits, and in which the prevailing direction of groundwater flow is toward the area of 
influence of public water supply wells. These areas are also designated as Zone I and 
Zone II areas under regulations promulgated by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection as shown on the Wellhead Protection District Map referred to in 
Article III, § 185-5E, of this chapter. 

 
TRUCK TERMINAL -- A business which services or repairs commercial trucks which are 
not owned by the business. 

 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS SUBJECT TO 314 CMR 5.00 -- Any wastewater 
treatment plant or works, including community septic systems, which require a permit from 
the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
WATERSHED -- Lands lying adjacent to watercourses and surface water bodies which 
create the catchment or drainage areas of such water courses and bodies. 

 
WELLHEAD PROTECTION DISTRICT -- An overlay district that is superimposed on the 
other districts established by this chapter.  It includes all lands within the Town of 
Southwick lying within the primary aquifer recharge area of groundwater aquifers which 
now or may in future provide public water supply. 

 
ZONE I -- That circle of a four-hundred-foot radius extending around the wellhead of a 
drinking water well, with the wellhead at its center and including all land within the 
boundaries of said circle. 
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ZONE II -- That area of an aquifer which contributes water to a well under the most severe 
pumping and recharge conditions that can realistically be anticipated (180 days of pumping 
at a safe yield with no recharge from precipitation). It is bounded by groundwater divides 
which result from pumping the well and by the contact of the aquifer with less permeable 
materials such as till or bedrock. In some cases, streams or lakes may act as recharge 
boundaries. In all cases, Zone II shall extend up gradient to its point of intersection with 
prevailing hydrogeologic boundaries (a groundwater flow divide, a contact with till or 
bedrock, or a recharge boundary). 

 
C.  Scope of authority. The Wellhead Protection District is an overlay district and shall be 

superimposed on the other districts established by this chapter. All regulations of the Town 
of Southwick Zoning Bylaw applicable to such underlying districts shall remain in effect, 
except that where the Wellhead Protection District imposes additional regulations, such 
regulations shall prevail. 

 
D.  District delineation. 
 

(1)  The Wellhead Protection District is herein established to include all lands 
within the Town of Southwick lying within the primary aquifer recharge area of 
groundwater aquifers which now or may in future provide public water supply. The 
map entitled "Town of Southwick, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Wellhead 
Protection District," dated March 26, 2007, referenced in Article III, § 185-5E, of this 
chapter which is on file with the Town Clerk, delineates the boundaries of the district. 

 
 (2)  Where the bounds delineated are in doubt or in dispute, the burden of proof 

 shall be upon the owner(s) of the land in question to show where they should 
properly be located. At the request of the owner(s), the Town may engage a 
professional hydrogeologist to determine more accurately the location and extent of 
an aquifer or primary aquifer recharge area, and may charge the owner(s) for all or 
part of the cost of the investigation. 

 
E.  Permitted uses. The following uses are permitted within the Wellhead Protection 

District, provided that they comply with all the applicable restrictions in this bylaw, including 
but not limited to Subsections F through J, and provided that all necessary permits or 
approvals required by local, state or federal law are also obtained.  Underground storage 
tanks related to these activities are not categorically permitted: 

 
(1)  Single-family residences; 

 
(2)  Residential accessory uses, including garages, driveways, private roads, utility 

rights-of-way and on-site wastewater disposal systems; 
 

(3)  Foot, bicycle and/or horse paths and bridges; 
 

(4)  Normal operation and maintenance of existing water bodies and dams, splash 
boards, and other water control, supply and conservation devices; 

 
(5)  Maintenance, repair, and enlargement of any existing structure; 
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(6)  Conservation of soil, water, plants and wildlife; 
 

(7)  Farming, gardening, nursery, conservation, forestry, harvesting and grazing; 
 

(8)  Outdoor recreation, nature study, boating, fishing and hunting where otherwise legally 
permitted; 

 
(9)  Construction, maintenance, repair, and enlargement of drinking water supply related 

facilities such as, but not limited to, wells, pipelines, aqueducts and tunnels; 
 

(10) Day-care centers, family day-care homes and school age child care programs; 
 

(11) Structures for educational and religious purposes. 
 
F.  Prohibited uses. 
 

(1)  Business or industrial uses, or facilities which generate, treat, store or dispose of 
hazardous materials or wastes including, but not limited to, metal plating, 
chemical manufacturing, wood preserving, furniture stripping, dry cleaning, metal 
fabrication or manufacturing, foundries, petroleum refining, photographic processing, 
leather tanning, electrical circuit manufacturing, degreasing operations, plastics 
processing, fuel oil sales and auto body repair, or which involve on-site disposal of 
process waste waters, except for the following: 

 
(a)  Very small quantity generators as defined under 310 CMR 30.000 as amended, 

which generate less than 20 kilograms or 6 gallons of hazardous waste per month 
may be allowed by special permit in accordance with Subsection J; 

 
(b)  Household hazardous waste centers and events under 310 CMR 30.390; 

 
(c)  Waste oil retention facilities required by MGL c. 21, § 52A; 

 
(d)  Treatment works for remediation of contaminated water supplies, which are 

approved by the Department of Environmental Protection and designed in 
accordance with 314 CMR 5.00, as amended. 

 
(2)  Trucking terminals, motor vehicle gasoline sales, motor vehicle and boat service 

and repair shops, tractor-trailer cab and trailer storage, car washes, automotive body 
and repair shops. 

 
(3)  Solid waste landfills, dumps, auto recycling, junk and salvage yards, landfilling 

or storage of sludge and septage.  Transfer waste stations operated by the Town of 
Southwick are specifically exempted herefrom. 

 
(4)  Petroleum, fuel oil, and heating oil bulk stations and terminals including, but not 

limited to, those listed under Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Codes 5171 and 
5983. SIC Codes are established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget and 
may be determined by referring to the publication, Standard Industrial Classification 
Manual, and any subsequent amendments thereto. 
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 (5)  Storage of liquid petroleum products and/or liquid hazardous materials, as 
 defined in MGL c. 21E, except for the following: 

 
(a)  Storage which is incidental to: 

 
[1]  Normal household use, outdoor maintenance, or heating of a structure; 

 
[2]  Emergency generators required by statute, rule or regulation; 

 
[3]  Waste oil retention facilities required by statute, rule or regulation; 

 
[4]  Treatment works approved by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection designed in accordance with 314 CMR 5.00 for treatment of 
contaminated ground or surface waters, provided that such storage shall be in a 
freestanding container, located on an impervious surface within a structure, or 
within the basement of a structure, with secondary containment adequate to 
contain a spill 110% of the container(s) total storage capacity. The storage tank 
and piping must comply with all applicable provisions of 527 CMR 9.00, the 
Massachusetts Board of Fire Prevention regulations; 

 
(b)  Replacement of storage tanks or systems for gasoline, which existed at the 

time of the adoption of this bylaw, provided that: 
 

[1]  All such replacement gasoline storage tanks or systems shall be located 
underground as required by Massachusetts Board of Fire Prevention regulation 
527 CMR 9; 

 
[2]  All such storage systems shall be protected by one of the secondary 

containment systems specified in Massachusetts Board of Fire Prevention 
regulations 527 CMR 9; 

 
[3]  The head of the Fire Department may deny an application for tank 

replacement, or approve it subject to conditions if he or she determines that it 
constitutes a danger to public or private water supplies. 

 
(c)  Replacement of all other storage tanks for liquid petroleum products other than 

gasoline must be above ground. 
 

(6)  Outdoor storage of pesticides or herbicides; 
 

(7)  Storage of de-icing chemicals unless such storage, including loading areas, is 
within a structure designed to prevent the generation and escape of contaminated 
runoff or leachate; 

 
(8)  Storage of animal manure, unless such storage is within a structure designed to 

prevent the generation and escape of contaminated runoff and leachate; 
 

(9)  Dumping or disposal of any hazardous material or hazardous waste on the 
ground, in water bodies, in septic systems, or in other drainage systems. This shall 
include septic system cleaners which contain toxic chemicals such as methylene 
chloride and 1-1-1 trichlorethane; 
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(10) Wastewater treatment works subject to a groundwater discharge permit under 

314 CMR 5.00, except the following: 
 

(a)  The replacement or repair of all existing treatment works that will not result in a 
design capacity greater than the design capacity of the existing treatment works; 

 
(b)  Treatment works approved by the Department of Environmental Protection 

designed for the treatment of contaminated ground or surface water and operating 
in compliance with 314 CMR 5.05(3) or 5.05(13); 

 
(c)  Publicly owned treatment works. 

 
(11)  Stockpiling and disposal of snow and ice containing de-icing chemicals brought in 

from outside the district; 
 

(12)  Storage of commercial fertilizers, as defined in MGL c. 128, § 64, unless such storage 
is within a structure designed to prevent the generation and escape of contaminated 
runoff or leachate; 

 
(13)  Residential, commercial and industrial uses within Zone I of any municipal water 

supply well. Only water supply activities are allowed within Zone I. 
 

(14)  Multifamily residential uses which are not served by the municipal sewer system. 
 
G. Performance standards. All uses, whether allowed by special permit or by right, must meet 
the performance standards herein: 
 

(1)  Sodium chloride for ice control shall be used at the minimum salt to sand ratio which is 
consistent with the public highway safety requirements, and its use shall be eliminated 
on roads closed to the public in winter. 

 
(2)  Storage areas for road de-icing chemicals shall be covered and be located on a paved 

surface, with berms to prevent runoff from leaving the site. 
 

(3)  Above ground storage tanks for oil, gasoline or other petroleum products shall be 
placed in a building on a diked, impermeable surface sufficient to contain 1 1/2 the 
volume of the tank to prevent spills or leaks from reaching groundwater. 

 
(4)  In accordance with the State Plumbing Code, all vehicle maintenance facilities must 

have floor drains, unless they receive a variance from the State Plumbing Board, which 
must be connected to a municipal sewer system or to a state holding tank in unsewered 
areas.  All other facilities which use, store, maintain hazardous materials or wastes 
must, with state approval, seal floor drains or connect them to a sewer system or 
holding tank. 

 
 

(5)  For commercial, residential and industrial uses, to the extent feasible, all runoff from 
impervious surfaces shall be recharged on the site by stormwater infiltration basins, 
infiltration trenches or similar systems covered with vegetation. Such runoff shall not be 
discharged directly to rivers, streams, or other surface water bodies. Dry wells shall be 
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used only when other methods are unfeasible, and for commercial and industrial uses a 
permit is required from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. All 
such basins and wells shall be preceded by oil, grease and sediment traps to facilitate  
removal of contamination. All recharge areas shall be permanently maintained in full 
working order by the owner. Infiltration systems greater than three feet deep shall be 
located at least 100 feet from drinking water wells, and shall be situated at least 10 feet 
down gradient and 100 feet up gradient from buildings to avoid seepage problems. 
Infiltration basins and trenches shall be constructed with a three-foot minimum 
separation between the bottom of the structure and the maximum groundwater 
elevation. 

 
H.  Area regulations. Within the Wellhead Protection District the minimum allowable lot size 

shall be 60,000 square feet in areas not served by municipal or quasi-public sewage 
treatment plants, except for Flexible Residential Developments, where the minimum lot 
size shall be 40,000 square feet in compliance with the standards in Table 1 of this 
chapter. A Flexible Residential Development may occur within the primary recharge area, 
provided that no development occurs within the Zone I area designated for any public 
well. All aspects of any such Flexible Residential Development Overlay Zone (FRD) 
Bylaw § 185-23 relative to health and environmental impact which may be hereinafter 
enacted by the Town of Southwick must be met before any FRD development is to be 
allowed in the Wellhead Protection District. 

 
I.  Special permit uses. 
 

(1)  The following uses are permitted only upon the issuance of a special permit by the 
Planning Board under such conditions as they may require: 

 
(a)  Commercial and industrial uses not prohibited in § 185-22F which are allowed in the 

underlying district; 
 

(b)  Enlargement, intensification or alteration of existing uses that do not conform to the 
Wellhead Protection District; 

 
(c)  Those activities that involve the handling of toxic or hazardous materials in 

quantities greater than those associated with normal household use, permitted in the 
underlying district (except as prohibited under Subsection F). Such activities shall 
require a special permit to prevent contaminating groundwater; 

 
(d)  Any use that will render impervious more than 15% or 2,500 square feet of any lot, 

whichever is greater. A system for artificial groundwater recharge of precipitation 
must be provided which shall be by storm water infiltration basins or similar systems 
covered with natural vegetation, and dry wells shall be used only where other 
methods are unfeasible. For all nonresidential uses, all such basins and wells shall 
be preceded by oil, grease, and sediment traps to facilitate removal of 
contamination. Any and all recharge areas shall be permanently maintained in full 
working order by the owner. 

 
(e)  Excavation for removal of earth, sand, gravel and other soils, which shall not 

extend closer than 10 feet above the annual high groundwater table. A monitoring  
well shall be installed by the property owner to verify groundwater elevations. This 
section shall not apply to excavations incidental to permitted uses, including but not 
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limited to providing for the installation or maintenance of structural foundations, utility 
conduits or on-site sewage disposal. This section shall apply to all commercial earth 
removal operations, including extensions of existing operations. 

 
[1]  Access road(s) to extractive operation sites shall include a gate or other secure 

mechanism to restrict public access to the site. 
 

[2]  Within 45 days after earth removal is completed, the land shall be restored and 
stabilized with topsoil and plantings of trees and natural vegetation. All fine 
materials such as clays and silts shall be disposed of off-site to prevent damage 
to aquifer recharge characteristics. 

 
(2)  Requirements for a special permit in the Wellhead Protection District. The applicant 

shall file six copies of a site plan prepared by a qualified professional with the Planning 
Board. The site plan shall at a minimum include the information required under Article 
VI, § 185-37, of this chapter as well as the following information where pertinent. 

 
(a)  A complete list of chemicals, pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, potentially hazardous 

materials to be used or stored on the premises in quantities greater than those 
associated with normal household use. 

 
(b) Those businesses using or storing such hazardous materials shall file a hazardous 

materials management plan with the Planning Board, Fire Department, Police 
Department and Board of Health which shall include: 

 
[1]  Provisions to protect against the discharge of petroleum products, hazardous 

materials or wastes to the environment due to spillage, accidental damage, 
corrosion, leakage or vandalism, including spill containment and clean-up 
procedures. 

 
[2]  Provisions for indoor, secured storage of hazardous materials and wastes with 

impervious floor surfaces. 
 

[3] Evidence of compliance with the regulations of the Hazardous Waste 
Management Act, 310 CMR 30, including obtaining an Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) identification number from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
(c)  Drainage recharge features and provisions to prevent loss of recharge. 

 
(d)  Provisions to control soil erosion and sedimentation and soil compaction, and to 

prevent seepage from sewer pipes. 
 

(e)  Proposed down gradient locations for groundwater monitoring well(s), should the 
Planning Board deem the activity a potential groundwater threat. 

 
 

 
(3)  Additional procedures for a special permit in the Wellhead Protection District. 

 
(a)  The Planning Board shall follow all special permit procedures specified in 
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Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40A, and in this chapter. 
 

(b)  The Planning Board may grant the requested special permit only upon finding that 
the proposed use meets the following standards. 

 
[1]  The proposed use must in no way, during construction or thereafter, adversely 

affect the existing or potential quality or quantity of water that is available in the 
Wellhead Protection District; and 

 
[2] The proposed use must be designed to avoid substantial disturbance of the soils, 

topography, characteristics of the site to be developed. 
 

(c) The Planning Board shall not grant a special permit under this section unless the 
petitioner's application materials include, in the Board's opinion, sufficiently detailed, 
definite and credible information to support position findings in relation to the 
standards given in Subsection I(3)(b) of this section. 

 
(4) Nonconforming use. Nonconforming uses which were lawfully existing, begun or in 

receipt of a building or special permit prior to the first publication of notice of public 
hearing for this chapter may be continued. Such nonconforming uses may be extended 
or altered only as permitted in these Zoning Bylaws and only if there is a finding by the 
Planning Board pursuant hereto that such change does not increase the danger of 
surface or ground water pollution from such use. 

 
or to take any other relative action thereto. 
 
      Requested by the Planning Board 
 
Article 26.   This Article replaces the existing bylaw with an updated version that 

includes changes requested by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection.  Minor wording changes were made in 
Section B - Definitions, Section D – District Delineation, Section F 
– Prohibited Uses, and Section I – Special Permit Uses.  The 
revisions of this bylaw will enable the Town to continue to protect 
the aquifer and drinking water supply.  

ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Southwick By-Law Map 
referenced in Section 185-5 of the code of the Town of Southwick by redesignating a certain 
parcel of land from current zoning of AC to a zone of R-20-B, identified as said real estate in 
the Town of Southwick located at 141 South Longyard Road and shown on assessors map F 
parcels 182A & 256 and more particularly bounded and described as follows:  

Beginning at a point on the southerly sideline of South Longyard Road; thence running S. 82° 
40’ 20” E. along the southerly sideline of South Longyard Road for a distance of 60.00 feet to a 
point; thence running S. 7° 19’ 40” W. for a distance of 200.00 feet to a point; thence running 
S. 82° 40’ 20” E. for a distance of 824.46 feet to a point; thence running S. 7° 19’ 40” W. for a 
distance of 29.00 feet to a point; thence running S. 82° 40’ 20” E. for a distance of 112.34 feet 
to a point; thence running S. 16° 40’ 00” W. for a distance of 503.16 feet to a point; thence 
running S. 80° 50’ 53” E. for a distance of 692.31 feet to a point; thence running S. 73° 55’ 16” 
E. for a distance of 83.16 feet to a point thence running S. 21° 35’ 22” W. for a distance of 
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871.04 feet to a point; thence running N. 82° 35’ 38” W. for a distance of 112.30 feet to a point; 
thence running S. 7° 24’ 22” W. for a distance of 94.40 feet to a point; thence running N. 81° 
30’ 49” W. for a distance of 1849.81 feet to a point; thence running N. 18° 48’ 00” E. for a 
distance of 1491.00 feet to a point; thence running S. 82° 40’ 20” E. for a distance of 190.59 
feet to a point; thence running N. 7° 19’ 40” E. for a distance of 200.00 feet to a point and 
place of beginning. 

Said described parcel contains 57.48 acres of land. 

                                                             Requested by Walter and Florence Solek 

Article 27. Zone change petition on South Longyard parcel from AC 
(Agricultural Conservation) Zone to R (Residential)-20-B.  The 
Planning Board voted 4 to 1 not to recommend the change. 

  
ARTICLE 28. To see if the town will vote to accept as Town Ways, Dairy Lane, Stage 
Coach Road and Meadow Lane, as shown on the plan entitled, “Definitive Plan Sunnyside 
Ranch Woods, owned by Philip H. and Janice K. Hall located on Hillside Road, Southwick, 
MA...dated September 16, 1988" prepared by Luchs and Beckerman, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry of Deeds on Plan 263, Page 22, and “Definitive Plan Sunnyside 
Ranch Woods Phase II owned by Philip H. and Janice K. Hall located on Hillside Road, 
Southwick, MA...dated January 3, 1990" prepared by Luchs and Beckerman and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry of Deeds on Plan 269, Page 126, and the plan entitled “Definitive 
Plan Sunnyside Ranch Woods, Phase II owned by Philip H. and Janice K. Hall located on 
HILLSIDE ROAD, SOUTHWICK, MA” dated January 2, 1990 prepared by Luchs and 
Beckerman and recorded in Hampden County Registry of Deeds on Plan 293, Page 62.  This 
language is made to correct and confirm the acceptance of all of Dairy Lane, Stage Coach 
Road and Meadow Lane which was voted on under Article 21 of the Annual Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 18, 1999. 
 
       Requested by Regal Homes and Development 
       Corporation  
 
Article 28. This article amends an earlier road acceptance vote for Sunnyside 

Ranch Woods by incorporating 2 plans of reference instead of the 
one initially submitted and voted on. 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
purchase, for the sum of One Thousand and 00/100 ($1,000.00) a parcel of property located 
on Congamond Road a/k/a Route 168 and Miller Road within the Town of Southwick, being 
approximately 50’ by 200’ with a small unmanned equipment building located thereon.  The 
property is being purchased for use as an odor control injection station.  The deed for the 
property is recorded in the Hampden County Registry of Deeds in Book 3141, Page 119.  Said 
One Thousand and 00/100 ($1,000.00) shall be transferred from Sewer Division available 
funds. 
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Or take any other action relative thereto.  
       Requested by the DPW 
 
Article 29. For the last two years, the DPW has rented a portable Bioxide sewer 

odor control injection system from US Filter at $500 per month 
from May through October that has been located at the South Ramp 
off Berkshire Avenue.  The DPW’s original plan was to erect a 
small concrete block building on the old railroad right-of-way for 
the injection system, and found that a nearby unused AT&T 10’ x 
20’ concrete building at 111 Congamond Road (corner of Barbara 
Street) was available.  The Town has negotiated a purchase price of 
$1000 for the building, complete with utilities and associated land.  
This acquisition represents a considerable cost savings to the Town 
over an estimated $50,000 to build a new concrete block building 
with utilities, which would reduce the amount that would have to be 
appropriated by Town voters.  The DPW recommends purchasing 
this building and associated property from AT&T for the sum of 
$1000. 

 
ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote to delete Chapter 143, Secondhand Dealers, 
§143-7 B. of the Code of the Town of Southwick and add the following new §143-7 B.: 
 

“The total number of Class 2 licenses currently issued under M.G.L. 
c. 140, §58 and §59 and those licenses hereafter granted at any 
one time shall not in the aggregate exceed more than 17, except 
this section shall not apply to licensed premises lawfully in 
existence and lawfully used in accordance with M.G.L. c. 140, §58 
and §59.” 

 
Or take any other action relative thereto.  
       Requested by Board of Selectmen 
 
Article 30. The Board of Selectmen, acting it its’ capacity as License 

Commissioners, is requesting to reduce the number of Class II (used 
car) Licenses from 25 to 17.  This will continue the process to 
reduce car licenses and eventually change the look of the downtown 
corridor. 

 
ARTICLE 31:   To see if the town will vote to allow the Board of Selectmen to seek a 
Home Rule Petition petitioning the Massachusetts State Legislature as follows: 
 
 “Section 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, but 

subject to 40J of Chapter 7 of the General Laws, the commissioner of capital 
asset management and maintenance, in consultation with the public access 
board, may lease to the Town of Southwick for a term, including any extensions, 
not to exceed fifty (50 ) years, a certain parcel of state-owned land in the Town of 
Southwick shown as Lot A on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Southwick, MA 
owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Public Access Board, 
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Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law Enforcement Showing 
Parcel to Be Leased by Wylie C. Hubbard, PE RLS, Woodlake, Inc., Agawam, 
scale 1”=20”, dated August twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and ninety-one.”  Said 
lease shall automatically renew for additional periods of fifty (50) years unless 
one of the parties gives notice to decline the renewal. The lease shall be subject 
to the provisions of Section 2 and to such additional terms and conditions as the 
commissioner may prescribe, in consultation with the public access board. 

 
 Section 2. The Town of Southwick shall be responsible for all costs and 

expenses of the transaction authorized by this act as determined by the 
commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance, including but not 
limited to costs of any survey, appraisal, and other expenses relating to the 
conveyance of the parcel, and shall be responsible for all costs, liabilities and 
expenses of any nature and kind for its leasehold. 

 
 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.” 
 
 And to authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate the terms of such lease on 

behalf of the Town of Southwick and prior to the passage of such legislation to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate a temporary permit or license with 
the Division of Capital Asset Management of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Administration and Finance to operate the 
North Ramp Congamond Lake Public Access Facility. 

 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
   Requested by the Board of Selectmen 
 
Article 31. The Town of Southwick Lake Management Committee has a $1.00 

per year, 10-year lease on the state-owned parcel that is used for the 
Public Parking Area adjacent to the North Ramp off Point Grove 
Road.  The Town has been working with DCAM (Division of Capital 
Asset Management) on a new 50 year long-term lease or possible 
transfer of the land to the Town since the current lease with DCAM 
expires in May 2007.  The LMC recommends continuing the lease 
arrangement while it works to acquire the land.   

  
 

 
 
Given under our hand at said Southwick this 30th day of April in the year of the Lord Two 
Thousand and Seven. 
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 
______________________David A. St. Pierre, Chairman 
 
 
______________________Fred B. Arnold, II, Vice-Chairman 
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______________________Roger B. Cataldo, Clerk 
 
HAMPDEN SS., 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified and warned the inhabitants of the Town of 
Southwick by posting up attested copies of the same at three (3) public places in said Town 
Seven (7) days before the date thereof, as within directed. 
 
Constable of Southwick, MA 
 
_____________________________ 
T. J. Welch 
 
A TRUE COPY ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Michelle L. Hill, Town Clerk 
 
POSTED: TOWN HALL, POST OFFICE, LIBRARY 

 


