]’"lr:_-w to {: reate a Rain Gardcn

Designing and planting a rain garden is
much like creating any other perennial
garden, with a few unique differences.

« The garden must be located where runcff
can be diverted into it, at least 10 feet away
from building foundations and septic sys-
tems.

* A shallow, saucer-shaped depression is cre-
ated in the gardan to hald rain as it soaks in.
The garden should be about 20-20% of the
area from which it is receiving runoff.

+ Soil replacement and additional preparations
are sometimes nesded for success. A good
soll mix for rain gardens is 50-60% sand,
20-30% topsail, and 20-30% compost.

# Species of perennial plants and shrubs na-
tive to our reglon are recommeandesd, as they
‘are adapted to local conditions and will net
nesd extra care once they are established,
Flant flood tolerant species In the center and
drought tolerant ones arsund the edges.
Barry-baaring and nectar-producing plants
attract and nourish wildlife.

# A mulch of shredded hardwood is an irtegral
part of your rain garden. It keeps the soil
maist and ready to soak up rain, and makes
your garden low-maintenance.

Did You Know?  The average home raof is 1,300
square feet and generates 832 gaffons of renaff during
a single [ ralafall event.

Rain Garden Resources

Mew England Wikdflower Sociaty:
hitpziwaw. newls.org/publications-and-rescurces/talin-
gardens.htmil

URI Healthy Landscapes:
wwew.url.edu/ce/healthylandzcapes/raingarden.nim

University of Connecticut Extension Service:
wiww_sustainability. ucon.adu'paliraingardenbroch. pdf

Matu FE_I| Resources Consarvation San:rioet
w2 nros. Lsda govifeaturesiraingardens. htrmi
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Broad Meadow Brook Conservation Center
And Wildlife Sanctuary
414 Massaselt Road
Worcesher, MA 01604

Priare: S08-T53-5087
Fao: 508-755-0144
wiwwrrassaldubion.org
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What is a Rain (Garden?

A rain garden
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T he Rain (Garden at Broad Meadow
Brock (onservation (Center

The rain den captures roof runoff frem three down

We chose a varfety of native plants that provide color and interest throughaout the grawing season. They produce
nectar and berries to attract wildlife such as butterflies, hummingbieds, cedar waxowings and winter robins.

Plant List:

Shrubs:

Sweet Pepperbush
Dopwood
Shamrack Inkberry
Wintarberry
Gro-Low Sumac
Lowbush Blueberry
Highbush Blueberry
Drwiarf Fothergilia
Slender Deurzia
Parentifla

Perennials:
Drwarf Aster
Swamp Milloweed
|oe Pye Weed
Caneflowear
Blazing Star
Beebalm
Blackeyed Susan
Cresred |ris
Foamflower
Yarrow

Sea Crats
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