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The Question 

Over the next 20 years, where would you like to see new housing 
built? Select all that apply. 

In your opinion, how important are the following transportation-
related items over the next 20 years? 

List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 
parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 
years. 

Rate your satisfaction level for each of the following services that are 
currently provided by the Town of Southwick. 

OPTIONAL: Why did you answer the way that you did for the 
Question above? 

How important are the following potential services and amenities 
that could be provided by the Town of Southwick over the next 20 
years? 

What is your perception of Southwick public schools? 

If you have school-aged children that do not attend Southwick Public 
School, please tell us why. 

List three recreational activities that you would like to see in 
Southwick over the next 20 years. 

List three entertainment or cultural activities that you would like to 
see in Southwick over the next 20 years. 

Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in 
Southwick or elsewhere): 

Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 
issues facing the Town of Southwick relative to Congamond 
Lake? 

Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community 
Engagement Survey! Please provide any additional comments that 
you would like to share with the Master Plan Advisory Committee. 
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(Write in Response from Question 10) 
l r 1 

10. Over the next 20 years, the town should encourage, discourage, or make no change ...

Actual Responses Listed Below 

Recreation Encourage Discourage No change 

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Count Count Count 

Add to the recreational environment of Southwick recreation 1 0 0 

At recreation spaces/public land/public parks recreation 1 0 0 

Develop recreational areas recreation 1 0 0 

Development of park and rec that supports land 

use and youth program development recreation 0 0 0 

improve recreation recreation 1 0 0 

Improve recreational options recreation 1 0 0 

rural 

Keep the recreational support and country ascetic recreation atmosphere 1 0 0 

More land for recreational use recreation 1 0 0 

Recreation recreation 1 0 0 

Recreation at The Wick recreation 1 0 0 

Recreation: Expand biking/walking trails, activities 

at Whalley Park recreation biking hiking 1 0 0 

Recreational Access recreation 1 0 0 

Recreational activities (dirt bikes, ATVs) recreation off road trails 1 0 0 

Recreational Green Spaces recreation 1 0 0 

Recreational land use recreation 1 0 0 

Recreational opportunities recreation 0 0 0 

Recreational spaces recreation open space 1 0 0 

Recreational town for ALL types recreation 1 0 0 

Recreational usage recreation 0 0 0 

Recreational vehicle friendly recreation off road trails 1 0 0 

Recreational, farming community recreation farming 1 0 0 

The growth of its recreatfonal outdoor activities. recreation 1 0 0 

pool for the residents of Southwick! recreation 1 0 0 

More hiking trails, nature centers, farm animal 

sanctuaries, wildlife sanctuaries, recreation wildlife 1 0 0 

Agriculture and recreational agriculture recreation 1 0 0 

Horse and bike trails bike trails recreation horse trails 1 0 0 

Make town more walkable/bike able. biking walking 1 0 0 

preserve and encourage farming farming bike paths 0 0 0 

Green outdoor spaces and recreation open space recreation 0 0 0 

Green space, recreational open space recreation 1 0 0 
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Business Encourage Discourage No change 

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Count Count Count 

Build a Trader Joe's business 1 0 0 

Stay rural business 0 0 0 

Cultural events/boutiques events business 1 0 0 

Keep the recreational support and country ascetic recreation business 1 0 0 

Maintain small town feel while encouraging small small town 
businesses and recreation feel I business recreation 1 0 0 

Maintain small town feel while encouraging small small town 1

businesses and recreation feel business recreation 1 0 0 

Commercial property within a commercial park business 1 0 0 

Development of commercial businesses that both 

serve the community and create local jobs. Alter 
the mill rate to reflect a higher percentage paid by 

commercial or industrial businesses. Stop with 
the astronomically priced single-family homes-

focus on residential taxes business 0 0 0 

Create an identifiable downtown with a rural 
theme and encourage cottage industry to migrate town small town 
there center feel business 1 0 0 

27 6 0 
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(Write in Response from Question 10) 
l 1 7 

10. Over the next 20 years, the town should encourage, discourage, or make no

change ... 

Actual Responses Listed Below 

Parks Encourage Discourage No change 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Count Count Count 

Development of public spaces (parks etc.) parks open space 0 0 0 

Encourage development of walkable 

areas, improving/renovating parks parks recreation 1 0 0 

More playgrounds parks 0 0 0 

Parks parks 1 0 0 

conservation 

Parks and preservation of wooded areas parks lands 1 0 0 

conservation 

Parks, trails, nature preserves parks hiking land 1 0 0 

More community involved activities, spray 

park, community events, children summer 

activities for all ages, etc. splash park events child activities 1 0 0 

More parks for children besides the 

schools. Even a splash park would be 

nice instead of driving to Agawam! splash park I parks 1 0 0 

Splash pad at Whalley Park for kids splash park 1 0 0 

Community center , splash pad in park , 

Ideveloped center of town other parks 1 0 0 

8 0 0 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 10) 
-r 1 r 

10. Over the next 20 years, the town should encourage, discourage,

or make no change ... 

Actual Responses Listed Below 

Government Encourage Discourage No change 

Response Category Count Count Count 

change the leadership structure in town .... 
how about a mayor and elect town selectmen gov't 1 0 0 

Restore politicians' faith gov't 1 0 0 

Town contracts for electricity, cable, and gas gov't 0 0 0 

Diversify & Limit elected positions gov't  1 0 0 
- �- � � � � � 

-� 
-

3 0 0 
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(Write in Res'7nse from Question 10)
T T T 1 

10. Over the next 20 years, the town should encourage, discourage, or make

no change ... 

Actual Responses Listed Below 

Town Center Encourage Discourage No change 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Count Count Count 

Create an identifiable downtown with a 

rural theme and encourage cottage rural 

industry to migrate there town center atmosphere 1 0 0 

Create a more robust town center town center 1 0 0 

2 0 0 
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Qty 

Farming Encourage % of Total Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Small family farms or cooperatives that can be 

sustained and that local residents would support 

regularly. 1 sustainable co-ops 

Small sustainable-NO Cannabis 1 sustainable no cannabis 

Some cannabis, hemp, sustainable farming 1 sustainable cannabis 

Sustainable Earth-friendly 1 sustainable 

Sustainable Farming 1 sustainable 

year-round 

Sustainable and y/r greenhouse 1 sustainable I greenhouses 

year-round 

Sustainable and year round 1 sustainable I greenhouses 

Sustainable farming & year-round I year-round 

green houses/cannabis 1 sustainable greenhouses 
--

agri-

Sustainable farming agritourism and cannabis 1 sustainable cannabis tourism I 
Sustainable farming and co-ops 1 sustainable co-ops 

agri-

Sustainable farming, agritourism, cannabis 1 sustainable I cannabis tourism 

Sustainable farming. NO CANNABIS!! 1 sustainable 
I 

I no cannabis 

Sustainable farming; not cannabis 1 sustainable I no cannabis 

Sustainable farms, agritourism 1 sustainable agri-tourism 

Sustainable/organic farms. Explore partnerships with 

area universities or colleges. 1 sustainable 

Transition to sustainable agriculture 1 sustainable 

Utilize available farmland, year-round greenhouse for year-round 

healthier food year round 1 sustainable greenhouses 

open fields sustainable 1 sustainable 

sustainable 1 sustainable 

sustainable and canna 1 sustainable cannabis 

sustainable and cannabis 1 sustainable cannabis 

sustainable farm businesses and small farm stands, agri-

cannabis cultivation, hemp cultivation, agritourism 1 sustainable I cannabis tourism 
' 

year-round 

sustainable farming and greenhouses 1 sustainable I greenhouses I 
I year-round I 

sustainable farming and year-round greenhouses 1 sustainable I greenhouses 

sustainable farming and year-round greenhouses to I year-round agri-

agritourism 1 sustainable I greenhouses tourism 

I year-round 

sustainable farming to year-round green houses 1 sustainable greenhouses 

agri-

'sustainable farming, agritourism, cannabis 1 sustainable cannabis tourism 
' year-round agri-

sustainable farming, agritourism, greenhouses 1 sustainable greenhouses tourism 
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Qty 

Farming Encourage % of Total Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

sustainable farming, year-round greenhouses, some year-round 
cannabis 1 sustainable I greenhouses cannabis 

I 

sustainable/cannabis 1 sustainable I cannabis 

I year-round 

sustainable farming& year-round green houses 1 sustainable 
I greenhouses 

Cannabis, sustainable farming 1 cannabis sustainable 

No cannabis. Sustainable farming 1 no cannabis sustainable 

Greenhouses, cannabis cultivation, sustainable year-round 

farming, year-round greenhouse production 1 greenhouses sustainable 

58 

Cannabis 

Cannabis 9 cannabis 

Cannabis 2 cannabis 

cannabis 2 cannabis 

Allow cannabis farms 1 cannabis 

At least provide incentives to preserve existing where 

possible. Cannabis is fine if well managed. 1 cannabis encourage 

Cannabis 1 cannabis 

Cannabis Farming 1 cannabis 

Cannabis growers 1 cannabis 

Cannabis, farming 1 cannabis 

I 
year-round 

Cannabis, farming, year round greenhouses 1 cannabis greenhouses 

Cannabis, nurseries/greenhouses, agritourism, I year-round 

sustainable 1 cannabis I greenhouses 

Cannabis, sustainable farming 1 cannabis 
I 

sustainable 

Cannabis, sustainable farming, 1 cannabis I sustainable 

I year-round 

Cannabis, sustainable farming, year-round greenhouses 1 cannabis greenhouses 

Cannabis and save our farms 1 cannabis Farming 

Consider allowing marijuana growing in Southwick 1 cannabis 

Farming, cannabis 1 cannabis farming 

Farming, cannabis 1 cannabis farming 

year-round 

Hemp, Cannabis, Year Round Green House 1 cannabis greenhouses 

Knowing Southwick, a cannabis dispensary would be 

very popular 1 cannabis 

Let them grow marijuana, there's so much money to be 

had in this industry and the town is missing out on 

capturing this revenue 1 cannabis 

Marijuana cultivation and dispensary 1 cannabis 

cannabis 1 cannabis 

farming, cannabis 1 cannabis farming 

grow cannabis! 1 cannabis 
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Qty 

Farming Encourage %ofTotal Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Co-Ops 1 co-op 

Small family farms or cooperatives that can be 

sustained and that local residents would support 

regularly. 1 sustainable co-ops 

Sustainable farming and co-ops 1 sustainable co-ops 

3 

Clean lakes 

Clean lakes ... protection of farmlands 1 clean lakes 

clean water (lakes), protection of farmland 1 clean lakes 

2 

family owned 

family owned 1 family owned 

individual and not government run 1 family owned 

2 

Hemp 

Hemp, Farming 1 hemp farming 

Keep the farms, grow hemp and other vegetables. 1 food crops hemp 

2 

hydroponics 

hydroponics 1 hydroponics 

year-round 

hydroponics, year-round 1 hydroponics greenhouses 

2 

All others that were mentioned once 

100 year delay 

Land in tax sheltered use should need to wait 100 years to unsheltered 

after leaving in use before being allowed to subdivide. 1 land 

commercially 

Whatever is a commercially viable crop 1 viable 

CSA 1 CSA 

work with state and national depts/grants to develop develop future 

future crops to handle climate change 1 crops 

established turn 

Established turn over farms 1 over farms 

Farms, food stands, farm to table restaurants 1 farming farm to table 

farm vehicle 

Include farm vehicle lanes on major highways 1 accommodations 

historical 

reflecting historical character 1 character 

hobby farms 1 hobby farms 

Farms, horse establishments; preserve more farmland 1 farming horses 

reduce tobacco and encourage more food crops 1 less tobacco food crops 

In moderation & selective locations 1 limited 

save land for 

save land for farming 1 farming 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Retail small business 1 retail small 

Retail stores with clothing choices, unlike Ocean Job Lot, 

Walmart and Dollar stores 1 retail small 

retail and service small business 1 retail small 

retail, small business 1 retail small 

Retail 12 retail 

retail 6 retail 

More retail shops. 1 retail 

Retail 1 retail 

Retail stores 1 retail 

Retail variety 1 retail 

Retail, better then dollar stores 1 retail 

Retail, small local businesses 1 retail 

Stores that being people to town, Starbucks, shops 1 retail 

Strip mall with plenty of walking space 1 retail 
�--

Agricultural, tourism, retail, lodging 1 agricultural tourism retail 

business that 
I Promote country type businesses in conjunction with our farms. supports diverse 

More restaurants and shops in our downtown 1 agriculture restaurants retail 

Cannabis, tech, retail 1 cannabis high-tech retail 

Retail cannabis stores, Retail shops like seen in Longmeadow, 

non-chain restaurants 1 cannabis retail 
-

diverse 

more retail and hospitality 1 restaurants 
I 

entertainment retail 

diverse I 

retail and hospitality 1 restaurants entertainment retail 

diverse 

retail, food, family fun 1 restaurants family oriented retail 

diverse 

Quality Restaurants and shopping 1 restaurants retail 

diverse 

Restaurants and stores to keep$ local 1 restaurants 
I

retail 

diverse I 

Retail & Restaurants 1 restaurants I retail 

diverse I 
Retail & hospitality to keep business dollars in town 1 restaurants 

I 
retail 

diverse I 

Retail/ restaurants 1 restaurants retail 

diverse 

Retail and food service 1 restaurants retail 

diverse 

Retail and hospitality 1 restaurants retail 

diverse 

Retail and hospitality 1 restaurants I retail 

diverse I 

Retail and hospitality but not too big of a company 1 restaurants retail 

diverse 
I Retail, restaurants, and medical 1 restaurants retail 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 
diverse 

Retail/restaurants 1 restaurants I retail 
diverse I 

ranging from retail to restaurants 1 restaurants retail 
diverse 

restaurants, retail 1 restaurants retail 
diverse 

retail, hospitality 1 restaurants retail 
diverse 

retail, restaurants, breweries 1 restaurants retail 
diverse 

retail, restaurants, grocery 1 restaurants retail 
diverse 

retail, restaurants, services 1 restaurants I retail 

tech, retail 1 high-tech I retail 
-� 

small local retail/services 1 independent small retail 

Hospitality, retail stores, cannabis shops 1 hospitality retail cannabis 

Local shops-retail 1 Independent retail I 
Office, research, Mom and Pop stores, retail stores - small and 

larger chains, only on a small scale. 1 Small Independent retail 
-

Small businesses such as boutiques, farm markets, local grocery 

markets, small businesses that meet the needs of residents 1 small retail 

Small retail 1 small retail 

Small retail, high tech 1 small retail high-tech 

Some small retail 1 small retail J 

small retail 1 small retail 

Agricultural, tourism, retail, lodging 1 agricultural tourism retail 
-

79 

Diverse restaurants 
diverse 

Fine Dining, Entertainment 1 restaurants 
I 

entertainment 
diverse I 

More restaurants, retail, and entertainment 1 restaurants entertainment 
diverse 

fine dining and entertainment 1 restaurants entertainment 

food and entertainment 1 

diverse 

restaurants  entertainment 
diverse 

more retail and hospitality 1 restaurants 
I 

entertainment retail 
diverse I 

retail and hospitality 1 restaurants I entertainment retail 
diverse I 

retail and hospitality to robotics and high-tech 1 restaurants 
I 

entertainment high tech 
diverse I 

retail and hospitality with housing/apartments above 1 restaurants I entertainment mixed-use 
diverse I 

retail, food, family fun 1 restaurants family oriented retail 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

diverse 
another restaurant 1 restaurants 

diverse 
restaurants 1 restaurants 

business that 
Promote country type businesses in conjunction with our farms. supports diverse 
More restaurants and shops in our downtown 1 agriculture restaurants retail 

diverse 
hospitality, high-tech 1 high-tech restaurants entertainment 

diverse 
hospitality, tech, green industry 1 high-tech restaurants entertainment 

diverse 
More retail, grocery, and restaurant choices 1 more choices 1 grocery store restaurants 

diverse 
Trader Joes, more clean eating restaurants and food stores 1 retail chains restaurants - - --- - - -- - - -- ---� -- ---�-

�- - --- --
Use existing vacant buildings. Please no more coffee shop 

chains or pizza shops. Bring in health food store, ie Trader Joe's. 

Discourage large parking lots such as the CVS which rarely has diverse 
more than a few cars at one time. 1 retail chains restaurants 

diverse 
hospitality retail 1 retail restaurants entertainment 

diverse 
Small business, camp/camping, fitness restaurants 1 small restaurants 

diverse family 
Small business, restaurants, activities for kids 1 small restaurants oriented 

diverse 
small retail hospitality 1 small restaurants entertainment 

diverse 
small business, restaurants 1 small restaurants 

diverse 
Small, specialty shops and restaurants 1 small small 

I 
restaurants 

52 
I 

- - - -

Independent 

Local shops-retail 1 independent 1 retail 

Keep small to mid-size businesses no large hubs or centers 1 independent 1 small 

Local small business 1 independent ' small 

Local small businesses, restaurants, shops 1 independent small 

Small family owned 1 independent small 

Small family run business 1 independent 1 small 

Small local 1 independent small 

Small local business, shops/restaurants etc 1 independent small 

Small local family business 1 independent small 

Small local incubus cells assist local businesses 1 independent 
I

small 

Small localized business that will benefit the community 1 independent small 

Small locally owned businesses 1 independent small 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Tech 2 high-tech 

high-Tech 2 high-tech 

Automation 1 high-tech 

Encourage high tech businesses, fewer Dollar tores 1 high-tech 

High-tech 1 high-tech 

High-tech 1 high-tech 

Industrial, high-tech 1 high-tech 

Robotics 1 high-tech 

Robotics and High-tech 1 high-tech 

Technology 1 high-tech 

automated solutions 1 high-tech 

high-tech and community oriented 1 high-tech 

high-tech, robotics 1 high-tech 

robotics and high-tech 1 high-tech 

robotics and high-tech 1 high-tech 

technology 1 high-tech 

tending toward a Silicon Valley 1 high-tech 
--

Cannabis, tech, retail 1 cannabis high-tech retail 

diverse 

retail and hospitality to robotics and high-tech 1 restaurants entertainment high-tech 

retail, tech industry 2 retail high-tech r 
Retail, high-tech 1 retail high-tech 

retail, high-tech 1 retail high-tech 

Small retail, high-tech 1 small retail high-tech 

33 

Cannabis 
--

Cannabis, tech, retail 1 cannabis high-tech retail 
-

Retail cannabis stores, Retail shops like seen in Longmeadow, 

non-chain restaurants 1 cannabis retail 

Cannabis 1 cannabis 

Cannabis 1 cannabis 

Cannabis - we lose soooooo much money with people from 

Connecticut and elsewhere going to Westfield to buy pot. AND 

if we could get a Trader Joe's that would be fantastic and bring 

a ton of people to Southwick. Everyone I know wants a Trader 

Joe's. Cheaper and better than Big Y. 1 cannabis 

Cannabis Dispensary 1 cannabis 

Cannabis Dispensary, 1 cannabis 

Cannabis dispensaries 1 cannabis 

Cannabis. Surrounding communities have them already 1 cannabis 

Cannabis 1 cannabis 

Dispensary 1 cannabis 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Small business that is not polluting and do not need a lot of 

machinery or equipment 1 small clean 

Small, clean businesses 1 small clean 

5 

Mixed-use 

Mixed use with residential 1 mixed use 

Office condos, small shopping areas, not the current strip 

centers 1 mixed-use 

enterprise zone, combined business/residential structures 1 mixed-use 

retail, mixed-use space 1 mixed-use 

diverse 

retail and hospitality with housing/apartments above 1 restaurants entertainment mixed-use 

5 

Variety 

· A variety of businesses, especially those that are not already

present in the town (hospital, robotics, etc.) in order to boost

the local economy 1 variety 

Business to support the town and its citizens needs 1 variety 

Clothing, restaurants, entertainment 1 variety 

Commerce 1 variety 

small business diversified types 1 Small variety 

5 

Limited 

In moderation & selective locations 1 limited 

Only in spaces already deemed for these purposes. Keep the 

town on the smaller side with a lower tax burden. 1 limited 

determined by overall impact rather than just a zoning 

requirement. e.g. Carvana promised to put in a new well if 

water usage placed too much demand. State law controls 

usage. As far as I know, private business can't draw water from 

aquifer. MA law 1 limited 

Some bigger retailers would be nice. Just not too many. 1 some bigger limited 

4 

Grocery Store 
diverse 

restaurants, grocery stores 1 grocery store restaurants 

Supermarket 1 grocery store 

diverse 

More retail, grocery, and restaurant choices 1 more choices grocery store restaurants 

3 

Green 
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Qty 

Business Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Carbon neutral; walkable business district, more variety of retail 

options such as clothing, books, home merchandise. Currently 

"Shop local" is not available, except for farm stands, bars, pizza 

shops, and hair salons. Build a concentrated walkable business 

district and encourage its use with attractive design, ample 

parking behind shops, wide sidewalks, landscaping 1 green independent 

Green 1 green 

local small businesses, solar technology 1 small green 

3 

Low utility usage 
low utility 

Low water and sewer use 1 usage 

low utility 

any low impact businesses 1 usage 

low utility 

light business 1 usage 

3 

Medical 

Doctors' office 1 medical 

Satellite medical services 1 medical 

Small business, professional and medical 1 small medical 

3 

Sustainable 

small businesses that are environmentally responsible 1 clean sustainable 

Local commerce and services operating in a sustainable manner 1 independent I sustainable 

small business aligning to growth in farmland and sustainable 

living 1 small sustainable 

3 

Hospitality 
--

Hospitality, retail stores, cannabis shops 1 hospitality retail cannabis 

Hospitality 2 hospitality 

3 

Family Oriented 
diverse 

--

family 

Small business, restaurants, activities for kids 1 small restaurants oriented 

diverse 

retail, food, family fun 1 restaurants family oriented retail 

2 

Farm to Table 

Farm to Table 1 farm to table 

Farm to table restaurants 1 farm to table 

2 
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Qty 

Residential Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Require minimum of 2 acres to build new single-

family homes to limit amount of homes to be built 1 larger lots limited 

single-family homes with lots of at least 1/2 to 1 

acre 1 larger lots 

single-family houses spaced out 1 single-family homes 1 larger lots 

single-family minimum 1 acres 1 single-family homes larger lots 

7 

Encourage 

Encourage 1 encourage 

Encouraged but with a smaller growth rate. 1 encourage limited 

Housing 1 encourage 

Housing 1 encourage 

More spaces for people to live in Southwick 

(Houses, apartments, etc.} and more affordable 

housing 1 affordable encourage 

5 

Middle Class 

Middle Class Housing 1 middle class 

Middle class housing 1 middle class 

medium income housing 1 middle class 

middle class housing 1 middle class 

more mid level homes 1 middle class 

5 

Mixed-use 

1 mixed-use 

1 mixed-use 

1 mixed-use 

1 mixed-use 

1 mixed-use 

5 

Mixed-use housing with both business and 

housing and with public transportation 

Mixed-use 

Mixed-use development to include shared office 

spaces and apartments 

Mixed-use with business 

Two family residences, mixed business/residential 

Duplexes 

two-family 1 duplexes 

nice single/duplex homes 1 single-family homes I duplex 

one and two-family homes 1 single-family homes duplex 
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Office Detailed Reponses 

reflecting historical character 

None 

no 

NONE. Office work can be done at home, remotely. 

None 

already enough 

Work from home 

Incubator, shared office and conference rooms for Work 

from home residents 

Strong Wi-Fi and public library tech and business 

support for people working from home 

offices need to be a place of purpose, shared work 

space for work from home staff that can create a sense 

of community, centered around social subjects like 

volunteering, or LGBTQ communities as an example 

remote from home 

High-Tech 

high-tech 

IT and software type jobs 

All Other with Qty of 1 

office/resident combos 

No opinion at all 

Brings people to our town to eat, shop etc 

In existing buildings 

Medium 

promote office environment growth "downtown" they 

would in turn promote local spending. 

Qty 

Encourage 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

- - -

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

reflect 

character 

none 

none 

none 

none 

support work 

from home 

support work 

from home 

support work 

from home 

support work 

from home 

high-Tech 

high-Tech 

mixed use 

(res/office) 

no opinion 

restaurants/s 

hopping 

use existing 

facilities small 
� �

medium 

downtown 
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Qty 

Industrial Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

Encourage 1 encourage 

more local business! 1 encourage 

2 

mfg. that supports Agriculture 

Industry ONLY that supports the agriculture or small scale 

business 1 

use our strength in agriculture to build a strong agricultural 

research presence and cultivation community 1 

mfg. that supports 

agriculture 

mfg. that supports 

agriculture 

2 

No large 

NO LARGE INDUSTRY 1 no large 

No large 1 no large 

2 

Small to medium 

small to medium size 1 small to medium 

small to medium to support tax base 1 small to medium 

2 

All Other with Qty of 1 

"dry"goods & 

"dry"goods & services 1 services 

Aerospace like Kaman 1 aerospace 

Bookbinding 1 bookbinding 

Clean industry 1 clean 

I improve 

improve infrastructure for utilities 1 infrastructure 

local service 1 local solar farm 

mid-size where applicable 1 mid-size 

minimal 1 minimal 

In moderation & selective locations 1 moderation 

Build a power plant fueled by natural gas 1 power plant 

Need the tax base 1 support tax base 

light industry, carbon neutral, and resource conservative 1 light 

12 
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Qty 

Other Detailed Reponses Encourage Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 

entertainment 

athletic 

Sports and Entertainment 1 entertainment facilities 

entertainment 1 entertainment 

2 

All Other with Qty of 1 

We need more housing that is not 700k 1 affordable housing 

Breweries and wineries would bring business to Southwick in a 

rural yet modern setting 1 breweries wineries 

businesses that 

pay high salaries 

Businesses that pay high salaries and high taxes. 1 and high taxes. 

Encourage energy efficient housing and water conservation 1 energy efficient 

electric vehicle charging at many areas where people would 

spend time at - Gristmill p·laza, Summer House parking lot, 

BigY /Ocean State plaza, Village plaza, and Congamond boat 

ramps. 1 EV charging 

high demand 

Northampton & Simsbury like low profile high demand businesses 1 businesses 

Homesteading/backyard agriculture 1 homesteading 

Horse Park 1 horses 

hospital 1 hospital 

Indoor activities for the winter months or year-round for families 

to enjoy. Indoor skating, mini golf, even a small movie theater 

would be nice for the community. 1 indoor recreation 

mixed use 1 mixed-use 

Residential natural gas accessible 1 natural gas 

No cannabis 1 no cannabis 

no strip malls 1 no strip malls 

Nursing homes 1 nursing homes 

Use of our water resources ,which we basically give away to 

Westfield, West Springfield wells. Protect and utilize our water 

sources as in wells, aquafer etc .. develop those not housing preserve water 

industry etc. those t 1 resources 

diverse 

retail stores and restaurants 1 retail restaurants 

Work from home 1 support WFH 

Businesses that would attract people after leaving work or any 

time of the day. Coffee shops, restaurants, bed and breakfast, 

smaller retail stores, planned and laid out in a way to be discreet. 1 diverse restaurants entertainment 

small tech factories that take over empty building we already use existing 

have. like industrial park we have 1 buildings 

historical 

4H Hands-on farming learning centers & historical preservation 1 4H preservation 
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(Write in Response from Question 12) 
r 1 T 

12. Do you oppose or support these land use strategies to address future

growth over the next 20 years? Please check the answer you agree with.

Summary of Write in Responses 

Summary 3 (Write-in responses) 

No 

Support Oppose Opinion Responses 

Count Count Count Count 

Open space 15 2 17 

Farming 13 13 

Business 12 7 1 20 

Zoning 9 1 10 

Housing 9 1 60 

Recreation 8   8 

Biking 6 8 

Wildlife 6 1 7 

Hunting/Fishing 6 6 

Cannabis 4 4 

Congamond 4 1 5 

Motocross 4 4 

Water issues 4 4 

Off road 4 4 

Alternative energy 3 3 

Education 3 3 

Hiking 3 3 

Other 3 1 1 5 

I nfrastru ctu re 3 3 

Taxes 3 3 

Trees 3 1 4 

Historical 2 2 

Controlled growth 2 1 3 

Downtown 2 2 

Horse trails 2 2 

Traffic 1 1 1 

Charging stations 1 1 

135 16 3 205 
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(Write in Response from Question 12) 

12. Do you oppose or support these land use strategies to address future growth over the

next 20 years? Please check the answer you agree with. 

Support Oppose No Opinion Responses 

Category 1 Category 2 Count Count Count Count 

charging

Charging stations 

Acquire land for charging stations with recreation 

options i.e. dog park/hiking stations 1 0 0 1 

1 0 0 1 
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Write in Response from Question 16) 
T T 

16. Do you believe there are sufficient housing options for you and your family in

Southwick? Please provide any additional comments, if you wish. 

·� --

Actual Responses Below 
For a "No" Response 

#of 

Smaller Homes Responses Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 

smaller 

We need smaller houses older residents 1 homes 

smaller 

You can't "downsize" in town, only upsize 1 homes 

Many houses in Southwick have become monstrously large and smaller 

therefore expensive 1 homes 

more 
Cost is too high, mostly single-family homes, all new homes are too affordable smaller 

large 1 options homes 

more smaller 

Downsizing and staying in Southwick is challenging 1 options homes 

more smaller 

I wish there were smaller houses 1500-2000 square feet 1 options homes 

more 
If I have to sell my home to downsize there is very little affordable affordable smaller 

condo or senior homes in Southwick. 1 options homes senior living condo 

If I needed to downsize, I could not sell my home and find a (nice) 

smaller home here. If I wanted to move my widowed sister-in-law in 

with us, I do not have enough room, and could not find an affordable 

alternative in town. There should be smaller lot sizes allowed and 

available to create more neighborhoods like Gargon Terrace, Shagbark more 

drive, even along Feeding Hills Rd. These are starter homes AND empty affordable smaller 

nester homes. All new homes do not need to be 3,500+ SQ ft. 1  options homes 

more smaller 

Nice small house to retire 1 options homes 

senior smaller 

affordable senior condos/tiny homes 1 living homes 

Elderly housing is limited. Not enough to accommodate those who senior smaller 

wish to downside when elderly and it should be affordable 1 living homes 

senior smaller 

Encourage tiny home affordable developments for seniors 1 living homes 

senior smaller 

More senior citizen housing. Possibly tiny houses 1 living homes 

smaller footprint homes that are more efficient and sustainable, 55+ senior smaller 

recreational community housing, middle income senior housing 1 living options 

163

163



164

164



165

165



166

166



167

167



168

168



169

169



170

170



171

171



172

172



173

173



174

174



175

175



176

176



177

177



178

178



179

179



180

180



181

181



182

182



183

183



184

184



185

185



186

186



187

187



188

188



189

189



190

190



191

191



192

192



193

193



194

194



195

195



196

196



197

197



198

198



199

199



200

200



201

201



202

202



203

203



204

204



205

205



206

206



207

207



208

208



209

209



210

210



211

211



212

212



213

213



214

214



215

215



216

216



217

217



218

218



219

219



220

220



221

221



(Write in Resr:>onse from Question 22) 
i 

Q. 22 List sreets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses % of Total 

70 15.9 

40 9.1 

38 8.6 

36 8.2 

30 6.8 

25 5.7 

Sidewalk Summary 
Area ofTowm 

College Highway 

South Longyard Road 

None/ Not Needed 

Powder Mill Road 

Feeding Hills Road 

Granville Road 

Berkshire Avenue 23 5.2 

Point Grove Road 20 4.5 

Sheep Pasture Road 16 3.6 

No Opinion/ Not Sure 11 2.5 

Add Bike Lanes 11 2.5 

Tannery Road 10 2.3 

Lake Neighborhoods 10 2.3 

Hillside Road 9 2.0 

All Main Roads 8 1.8 

Near Schools 8 1.8 

Repair Existing Sidewalks 7 1.6 

Near Public Recreation Areas 7 1.6 

Foster Road 5 1.1 

South Loomis Street 5 1.1 

Any New Development 5 1.1 

All Streets 4 0.9 

Coes Hill Road 4 0.9 

Near Businesses Only 4 0.9 

North Loomis Street 4 0.9 

Vining Hill Road 4 0.9 

Downtown Streets 4 0.9 

Sam West Road 4 0.9 

Klaus Anderson Road 2 0.5 

Matthews Road 2 0.5 

Mort Vining Road 2 0.5 

North Longyard Road 2 0.5 

All Other qty of 1 each 10 2.3 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

College Highway Qty of Responses 

10 202 57 1 

202, all major back roads in which smaller roads branch off of. For example Vining Hill Road, 

Granville Road, Longyard Road, Powder Mill Road .... 1 

Add sidewalks on Route 202 from Rt 57 intersection to Westfield border. Also on Sunnyside Rd 1 

All of Route 57 - sidewalks All of 10&202 - southbound sidewalks Parking at rail trail Route 57 

crossing Some type of parking at Depot St rail trail although space is minimal More public 

parking for access to lakes by town residents 1 

All of Rt. 57 and rt. 202 should have sidewalks 1 

Along college highway from Big Y to the center of town by the Inn and along south Longyard 

Rd. and from the center of town out towards Moolicious and Calabrese Farms 1 

Along Route 10 and 202 1 

Along route 10/202 1 

Along routes 10 and 57 1 

Along the section of 202/57 between Southwick Inn & Mobil Station crosswalks 1 

BIKE PATH AND SIDEWALK ALONG COLLEGE HIGHWAY TO WESTFIELD FROM TANNERY ROAD 1 

both sides of Feeding Hills Rd., both sides of College Highway the whole length, Point Grove 

Rd. 1 

Business areas, College Highway, and heading towards the schools. 1 

College Highway, Feeding Hills Rd., Granville Rd. 1 

College Highway 1 

College Highway 1 

College Highway 1 

College Highway 1 

College Highway - Berkshire Ave - sidewalks 1 

College Highway by big Y, College Highway by Tractor Supply and Congamond Road. 1 

College Highway 10/202 Feeding Hills Road & Granville Road Route 57 1 

College Highway Depot Street Feeding Hills Road Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 1 

College highway from IBS to the cemetery. Depot street from center to rail trail. Sidewalk is 

bad right now from center to Depot Court. 57 center to library. Nice to have sidewalk from 

Depot at to OLL church. 1 

College Highway from Tractor Supply to Westfield Brewing (sidewalks and parking). 1 

College Highway if anywhere 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
------,----�-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

South Longyard 

202, all major back roads in which smaller roads branch off of. For example Vining Hill Road, 

Granville Road, Longyard Road, Powder Mill Road .... 

Along college highway from Big Y to the center of town by the Inn and along South Longyard 

Rd. and from the center of town out towards Moolicious and Calabrese Farms 

along South Longyard Road between major subdivisions and rail trail. 

Deer Run-sidewalks needed, Mocking Bird Lane-sidewalks needed, South Longyard Rd.

sidewalks and needed, Powder Mill Rd. (from Fern Wood Rd. to Depot St)-sidewalks/bike lane 

needed 

Link downtown with higher density residential areas like the lake region or the large 

development by Foster/South Longyard, via sidewalks or bike paths. 

Point Grove Rd. Sheep Pasture South Longyard 

Roads are terrible l South Longyard is a nightmare and needs sidewalks l 

S Longyard Rd. (between Woodland Ridge and Powder Mill), Powder Mill (from S Longyard to 

the Whalley Park) 

S Longyard Rd. Powder Mill Rd 

Side walk on South Longyard ,Between Depot and conservation land lots. A lot of kids and 

teenagers ride bikes or walk from homes and bike path to the lake access,A,Jdangerous hill on 

the bend of South Longyard without sidewalks 

Sidewalks - South Longyard to gain off street access to rail (bike) trail and the lakes 
Sidewalks along South Longyard and Powdermill down to the intersection with the bike path. 

Better parking for the bike path near the schools/farm and at the intersection with 

Powdermill/S.Longyard/Depot St. Bike lane access on busy roads that connect to the bike 

path. 

Sidewalks and bike Rte 57 and South Longyard Road 

Sidewalks or bike lanes should extend from the rail trail down South Longyard. 

Sidewalks: South Longyard, Hillside, Foster Parking: Rt 57 bike trail entrance Powdermill bike 

trail entrance 

South Longyard north along yard Point Grove Sheep Pasture Berkshire Ave 

South Longyard 

South Longyard 

South Longyard Foster Rd. College Hwy 

South Longyard There should be sidewalks to all those homes within one mile of the schools, 

then we wouldn't need so many "almost empty" school buses. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

None 

Can't think of any that need it and don't have it. Could use better rules for snow removal, 

esp_ecially along 10/202 from Tractor Supply to the Depot St light. 

Concentration and emphasis on the retention rural character precludes this need. 

Don't have many sidewalks all these years so not very important 

Expansion is not currently necessary unless the town is going to encourage business. If the 

town were to attempt to build some sort of culture and be supportive of local storefronts 

similar to that of Simsbury the area would need to facilitate the location these business 

chose for their storefronts and restaurants. 

Get creative - it is certainly reasonable to create coexisting safe pedestrian access, and 

parking areas everywhere there is a need. Re-evaluate frequently. 

Have a bike trail and sidewalks we don't need anymore. Where it's important to walk, 

they're already there. 

I am unable to do so right now due to not knowing what developments will take place in 

the future. I feel the situation is fine now. 

I can't think of any 
I don't believe we need to add either anywhere 

I feel like there are plenty of places to park whether it be for the lake or for the bike trail. 

If the is no cluster housing then we will not have a problem. 

It's fine the way it is, let's keep it a small town. 

Keep Southwick a small rural town! 

Minimizing development, improving conservation of resources and enjoying the good 

qualities of Southwick are simply not consistent with significant expansions of parking and 

new roads. 

No where 1 

None 1 

None 1 

None 1 

None 1 

none 1 

none 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Powder Mill Rd 
202, all major back roads in which smaller roads branch off of. For example Vining Hill Road, 

Granville Road, Longyard Road, Powder Mill Road .... 1 

Berkshire Sheep pasture Powder Mill 1 

College Highway Depot Street Feeding Hills Road Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 1 

College Highway, Granville Road, Powder Mill Road 1 

Deer run-sidewalks needed, mocking bird lane-sidewalks needed, South Longyard Rd.-

sidewalks and needed, Powder Mill Rd. (from Fern Wood Rd. to Depot St)-sidewalks/bike 

lane needed 1 

Extend sidewalk on Powder Mill Rd. to get to the intersection with Depot St. and bike trail. 

Create parking for bike trail on Sam West Road. 1 

Feeding Hills Rd Point Grove Rd Powder Mill RD College Hwy 1 

From the Depot St. Bike Trail to Whalley Park 1 

Miller Depot Powder Mill Hudson Drive 1 

near Whalley Park 1 

Near Whalley Park from all directions 1 

Need parking for Rail Trail access. Suggestions on Sam West Road and the Powder Mill 

Road/Depot Street intersection. Need sidewalks along Powder Mill Road to connect 

downtown and Rail Trail to Whalley Park and School campus. 1 

Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 1 

Powder Mill Rd. 1 

Powder Mill Rd. 1 

Powder Mill Rd. 1 

Powder Mill Rd. 1 

Powder Mill Road -sidewalks 1 

Powder Mill Road, Depot St. western portion 1 

Powder Mill Road, Route 57 1 

Powder Mill Road and Route 57 would benefit from additional parking and sidewalks, 

especially to get from the schools to Wally Park 1 

S Longyard Rd. (between Woodland Ridge and Powder Mill), Powder Mill (from S Longyard 

to the Whalley Park) 1 

S Longyard Rd. Powder Mill Rd 1 

Section of Powder Mill Rd. that is missing sidewalks 1 

Sidewalk/crosswalk from center to Whalley Park. Parking at every rail trail intersection. 

More crosswalks in center of town. 1 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
-

1 

1 

1 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Feeding Hills Rd 

10 202 57 

57 going up to Granville needs sidewalks. Not just by the lower area near town, which 

already has sidewalks. More sidewalks going from 57 into Agawam. Major roadways with 

lots of traffic should have sidewalks. 

All of Route 57 - sidewalks All of 10&202 - southbound sidewalks Parking at rail trail Route 

57 crossing Some type of parking at Depot St rail trail although space is minimal More 

public parking for access to lakes by town residents 

All of Rt. 57 and Rt. 202 should have sidewalks 

Along college highway from Big Y to the center of town by the Inn and along South 

Longyard Rd. and from the center of town out towards Moolicious and Calabrese Farms 

Along Routes 10 and 57 

both sides of Feeding Hills Rd., both sides of College Highway the whole length, Point 

Grove Rd. 

College Hwy, Feeding Hills Rd., Granville Rd. 

College Highway 10/202 Feeding Hills Road & Granville Road Route 57 

College Highway Depot Street Feeding Hills Road Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 

College highway from IBS to the cemetery. Depot Street from center to rail trail. Sidewalk 

is bad right now from center to Depot Court. 57 center to library. Nice to have sidewalk 

from Depot at to Oll church. 

College Highway Route 57 

College Highway, Rte. 57 

Down Feeding Hills Road past Crepes and towards Agawam 

East beyond the library on 57 

Extend the sidewalk that ends at the Teahouse all the way to Moolicious 

Feeding Hills Rd Point Grove Rd Powder Mill Rd College Hwy 

Feeding Hills Rd, Sheep Pasture Rd, College Highway-Klaus Anderson-Rte. 10 

Feeding Hills Road past Crepes Teahouse so walking access to the schools and town is 

available. 

Feeding Hills Road, Point Grove Road 

From Rising Corner into Town 202 from Big Y to Westfield line Route 57 from Agawam line 

to Town 

Hillside Road (Bike lanes, sidewalks( College Highway (bike lane) Rte 57 (bike lane) 1 
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(Write in Res onse from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Granville Rd 

202, all major back roads in which smaller roads branch off of. For example Vining Hill Road, 

Granville Road, Longyard Road, Powder Mill Road .... 

57 going up to Granville needs sidewalks. Not just by the lower area need town, which already 

has sidewalks. More sidewalks going from 57 into Agawam. Major roadways with lots of traffic 

should have sidewalks. 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road.( sidewalks/ bike paths) 

Granville Road. 

All of Rt. 57 and rt. 202 should have sidewalks 

Along routes 10 and 57 

College Hwy, Feeding Hills Rd, Granville Rd 

College Highway 10/202 Feeding Hills Road & Granville Road Route 57 

College Highway Route 57 

College Highway, Granville Road, Powder Mill Road 

College Highway, Rte. 57 

Granville Rd. sidewalks 

I'm biased, I'd like to see the sidewalk extended and improved on Granville Road leading 

downtown mainly for my children's safety. More easy access to the rail trail would be great too. 

(Point Grove Road, down on 57 by the schools, over by the Police Station perhaps there should be 

parking and access near there or behind the Town Hall?) 

Route 57 and 202 all the way through 

Rt 168. Rt 57 Rts 10/202 

Rt 57 Rt 10/202 

Sidewalks needed badly on Granville Road, North Loomis Street, South Loomis Street, Vining Hill 

Road 

Sidewalks on Granville Road, and parking at the rail train entrances. 

Sidewalks on Hillside & Granville 

There should be public parking near the entrances to the bike trail. Sidewalks improved and 

extended along College Highway and 57. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Berkshire Ave Qty of Responses 

Any commercial or residential development should include sidewalks and parking. Berkshire Ave. 

needs sidewalks. 1 

Berkshire Ave 1 

Berkshire Ave, 1 

Berkshire Ave, Point Grove 1 

Berkshire Ave, Sheep Pasture Rd 1 

Berkshire Ave. 1 

Berkshire Avenue and all lakeside roads 1 

Berkshire Avenue needs sidewalks 1 

Berkshire Sheep Pasture Powermill 1 

College Highway - Berkshire Ave - sidewalks 1 

Depot Road, Berkshire Ave, Congamond Road. 1 

Having side walks on Berkshire would be cool. People drive kind of fast in some spots there. I'm sure 

there might be other areas of town too but this is the only one that would really affect me currently. 1 

I live on Berkshire Ave. there are runners, dog walking and kids on bikes. I would LOVE a sidewalk. 

Sidewalks down college highway would be great 1 

On Berkshire Ave. 1 

Point Grove Road and Berkshire Ave 1 

Sheep Pasture Road area, Berkshire Ave, Summer Drive 1 

Sidewalk on Berkshire Avenue 1 

Sidewalks - Berkshire Ave - either side 1 

sidewalks along Berkshire Ave 1 

Sidewalks down by the heavy traffic areas of the lake of middle pond, if anything. 1 

Sidewalks on Berkshire Ave, Point Grove Rd, Babbs Rd, and on the main roads around the lake I see 

many walkers and bikers at risk! 1 

South Longyard North along yard Point Grove Sheep Pasture Berkshire Ave 1 

South Longyard Berkshire Ave 1 

The public parking could be improved at Middle Pond Implement Sidewalks along Berkshire and Point 

Grove Rd 1 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 22) 
-----�-�-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Point Grove Rd 

Areas and streets around the lakes; Point Grove 

Berkshire Ave, Point Grove 

both sides of Feeding Hills Rd, both sides of College Highway the whole length, Point Grove 

Rd. 

College Highway Depot Street Feeding Hills Road Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 

Feeding Hills Rd Point Grove Rd Powder Mill RD College Hwy 

Feeding Hills Road, Point Grove Road 

I'm biased, I'd like to see the sidewalk extended and improved on Granville Road leading 

downtown mainly for my children's safety. More easy access to the rail trail would be great 

too. (Point Grove Road, down on 57 by the schools, over by the Police Station perhaps there 

should be parking and access near there or behind the Town Hall?) 

install side walks on Point Grove Road from area of Nora's leading to the center of town on 

the corner of Depot St (near Police station) 

Point Grove Rd for sidewalks 

Point grove rd. Sheep Pasture South Longyard 

Point Grove Rd, Feeding Hills Rd 

Point Grove Rd, Sheep Pasture Rd 

Point Grove Road and Berkshire Ave 

Point Grove Road needs sidewalks 

Point Grove Road NEEDS sidewalks. Parking at additional rail trail entrances would be good. 

Point Grove Road Powder Mill Road 

Point Grove Road that passed through the Congamond Middle Pond where there is always 

high traffic coming to the lake, main road, and no sidewalks or crosswalks available. A path 

leading the Bike Path and sidewalk next to Oak & Keg/ Ale House area. 

Sheep Pasture Rd and Point Grove Rd 

Sheep Pasture Road and Point Grove Road 

Side walks would be nice all along Point Grove to Sheep Pasture to Depot. It would make 

walking to shops/restaurants in 202 nice in warmer months. As well as also all along Sheep 

Pasture to Congamond where very nice sidewalks were installed down towards stores and 

restaurants at intersection of 202 and Congamond. 

Sidewalks down by the heavy traffic areas of the lake of middle pond, if anything. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
I 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Sheep Pasture Rd Qty of Responses 

Berkshire Ave, Sheep Pasture Rd 1 

Feeding Hills Rd, Sheep Pasture Rd, College Highway-Klaus Anderson-Rte. 10 1 

Point Grove Rd. Sheep Pasture South Longyard 1 

Point Grove Rd, Sheep Pasture Rd 1 

Sheep Pasture 1 

Sheep Pasture 1 

Sheep Pasture 1 

Sheep Pasture Rd. and Point Grove Rd. 1 

Sheep Pasture Rd. 1 

Sheep Pasture Road and Point Grove Road 1 

Sheep Pasture Road area, Berkshire Ave, Summer Drive 1 

Sidewalks would be nice all along Point Grove to Sheep Pasture to Depot. It would make walking to 

shops/restaurants in 202 nice in warmer months. As well as also all along Sheep Pasture to 

Congamond where very nice sidewalks were installed down towards stores and restaurants at 

intersection of 202 and Congamond. 1 

Sidewalks on Sheep Pasture Road. 1 

South Longyard North Longyard Point Grove Sheep Pasture Berkshire Ave 1 

Tannery, Sheep Pasture 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

No Opinion Qty of Responses 

N/A 1 

N/a 1 

No idea 1 

No idea, a sidewalk was just installed on Congamond Road and it is being used regularly. 
1 

no opinion 1 

no opinion on the parking except for when we have parades and large events. I was hoping that the 

town look at repairing or repaving Point Grove from the town dock to the Suffield line, it's terrible. 

thanks for listening. 1 

Not sure 1 

not sure 1 

Not sure exactly where bit it's needed 1 

Unknown 1 

Unknown 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Add Bike Lanes Qty of Responses 

At access points to the rail trail, and other public open spaces. expansion of the sidewalks to other 

locations where businesses exist or may be built. 1 

BIKE PATH AND SIDEWALK ALONG COLLEGE HIGHWAY TO WESTFIELD FROM TANNERY ROAD 1 

College Highway from IBS to the cemetery. Depot Street from center to rail trail. Sidewalk is bad 

right now from center to Depot Court. 57 center to library. Nice to have sidewalk from Depot at to 

OLL church. 1 

College Highway Rail Trail 1 

From the Depot St. Bike Trail to Whalley Park 1 

Hillside Road, Coes Hill Road ( if not sidewalks at least safer walking and biking lanes 1 

Literally every street needs sidewalks, but N Loomis St, and Granville Road needs a bike lane 1 

outer limits of town leading to center and bike trails and schools 1 

Parking and side walks within good distance in all directions of bike trail 1 

Point Grove Road that passed through the Congamond Middle Pond where there is always high 

traffic coming to the lake, main road, and no sidewalks or crosswalks available. A path leading the 

Bike Path and sidewalk next to Oak & Keg/ Ale House area. 1 

Route 10/202 needs a bike lane 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Tannery Rd Qty of Responses 

End of Sam West road for rail trail parking accessibility. Rte. 57 across the highway of #45 farmers 

land. Acquire land, install fence to provide parking. Tannery road sidewalks 1 

Sidewalks on Tannery Rd. 1 

Tannery Mort Vining Loomis Any large road that leads from small residential areas into College 

Highway. Bike and walk access to the whole town should be #1 transportation priority 1 

Tannery Rd. for sidewalks. 1 

Tannery Rd Sam West Rd 1 

Tannery Rd. 1 

Tannery Road by Silvergrass Lane to connect College Highway and bike path 1 

Tannery Road for bikers and walkers. 1 

Tannery Road should have sidewalks. 1 

Tannery, Sheep Pasture 1 

I 10 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Near Lake Qty of Responses 

Areas and streets around the lakes; Point Grove 1 

Berkshire Avenue and all lakeside roads 1 

Increase walkways along the shore of North Pond and the Lakes in general. End the 

practice of stripping residential access and encouraging Million dollar Lakefront properties 

at the expense of long term residents. 1 

Link downtown with higher density residential areas like the lake region or the large 

development by Foster/South Longyard, via sidewalks or bike paths. 1 

Sidewalks - South Longyard to gain off street access to rail (bike) trail and the lakes 1 

Sidewalks down by the heavy traffic areas of the lake of middle pond, if anything. 1 

Sidewalks near the lakes 1 

Sidewalks on Berkshire Ave, Point Grove Rd., Babbs Rd, and on the main roads around the 

lake I see many walkers and bikers at risk! 1 

The Congamond lake area could use some walkable areas. It's all ugly parking lots. 1 

Town Beach Sidewalks in and around McDonalds, Big Y area 1 

I 10 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
-- -· ·-----

T 
L .... - � --- --

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years.

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Hillside Rd Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road.( sidewalks/ bike paths) 

Granville Road. 

Hillside Road (Bike lanes, sidewalks (College Highway; (bike lane) Rte 57 (bike lane} 

Hillside Road! 

Hillside Road, Coes Hill Road (if not sidewalks) at least safer walking and biking lanes 

Sidewalks on Hillside & Granville 

Sidewalks: South Longyard Hillside Foster Parking: Rte 57 bike trail entrance Powder Mill bike 

trail entrance 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road. (sidewalks/ bike paths) 

Granville Road. 1 
---·- -
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

All Main Roads Qty of Responses 

all main roads close to center of town 1 

Main roads 1 

Main roads 1 

Main roads. Should have side walks. All neighborhoods. 1 

sidewalks for any busy road seems within reason 1 

Sidewalks should be in existence and connecting on downtown main streets. 1 

Sidewalks would be appreciated on Southwick many "main" roads and Southwick's many heavily 

traveled residential roads, especially those roads that lead to Southwick's center, or Swk schools. 

Please limit and control the speeding traffic on Tannery Rd. It's being used by industrial traffic 

including semi-18 wheelers that speed by at 50+ mph, and fully loaded industrial dump trucks. It is a 

beautiful housing street. These industrial vehicles detract from the beauty of the neighborhood and 

cause unnecessary wear and tear on the road, and are extremely dangerous as they fly by driveways 

and kids on bikes. 1 

8 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20

years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Near Schools Qty of Responses 

Business areas, college highway, and heading towards the schools. 1 

Near schools 1 

Need parking for Rail Trail access. Suggestions on Sam West Road and the Powder Mill Road/Depot 

Street intersection. Need sidewalks along Powder Mill Road to connect downtown and Rail Trail to 

Whalley Park and School campus. 1 

outer limits of town leading to center and bike trails and schools 1 

School area 1 

Sidewalks with clear markings near all schools 1 

Sidewalks would be appreciated on Southwick many "main" roads and Southwick's many 

heavily traveled residential roads, especially those roads that lead to Southwick's center, or 

Swk schools. Please limit and control the speeding traffic on Tannery Rd. It's being used by 

industrial traffic including semi-18 wheelers that speed by at 50+ mph, and fully loaded 

industrial dump trucks. It is a beautiful housing street. These industrial vehicles detract 

from the beauty of the neighborhood and cause unnecessary wear and tear on the road, 

and are extremely dangerous as they fly by driveways and kids on bikes. 1 

South Longyard There should be sidewalks to all those homes within one mile of the 

schools, then we wouldn't need so many "almost empty" school buses. 1 

I 8 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Repair Existing Sidewalks Qty of Responses 

Depot Street (walking to bike trail) needs to be maintained. All summer long while walking 

daily, the sidewalks were encroached by overgrowth in an area the almost takes over the 

walking area 1 

How about fixing those that are in poor condition? 1 

Redo from Dunkin Donuts to Sunnyside to allow for through traffic to avoid local traffic. 

Create plaza entrances instead of single entrance for Coes Hill to Tractor supply 
1 

Remove existing telephone poles currently in the middle of sidewalks along College 

Highway 1 

repair existing sidewalks and roads in neighborhoods 1 

streets and sidewalks need repairing on Pine Knoll 1 

We can't even afford to take care of the roads we have now. And installing the sidewalk on 

College Highway was a waste of money. No one ever uses it. 1 

I 7 
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(Write in ResRonse from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Near Recreational Areas 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road.( sidewalks/ bike paths) 

Granville Road. 

At access points to the rail trail, and other public open spaces. expansion of the sidewalks to 

other locations where businesses exist or may be built. 

Near the most heavily used public space areas. 

North and South Loomis Streets. Getting very busy and nowhere to walk but the street. 

Anywhere near recreational areas so people can walk into them. 

Of course I would love the sidewalks on 57 to go up to Matthews Road. I could ride my bike to 

the bike trail, instead of driving my car to go ride my bike. If I move from Southwick, it would 

be to an area I could walk and bike to more areas. 

outer limits of town leading to center and bike trails and schools 

Where ever you increase leisure activities. 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Foster Rd 

Sidewalks: South Longyard Hillside Foster Parking: Rt 57 bike trail entrance Powdermill bike trail 

entrance 

South Longyard Foster Rd. College Hwy 

South Longyard Foster 

South Longyard Powder Mill Foster 

South Longyard Road, Foster Road 1 

5 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

South Loomis Qty of Responses 

North and South Loomis Streets. Getting very busy and nowhere to walk but the street. Anywhere 

near recreational areas so people can walk into them. 1 

Sidewalks needed badly on Granville Road, North Loomis Street, South Loomis Street, Vining Hill Road 1 

Sidewalks on College Highway (see above comment about accessible sidewalks}, Klaus Anderson Rd., 

Vining Hill Rd., Pearl Brook, Noble Steed, Loomis St., Hillside. Rail trail parking at Powder Mill crossing 

on Feeding Hills, Depot St. 1 

South Longyard Rd. North Longyard Rd. South and North Loomis 1 

Tannery Mort Vining Loomis Any large road that leads from small residential areas into College 

Highway. Bike and walk access to the whole town should be #1 transportation priority 1 

5 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses              

Any New Development 

Any commercial or residential development should include sidewalks and parking. Berkshire 

Ave. needs sidewalks. 

Any place where there is new develo1:m1_�n_!:_ 

Main roads. Should have side walks. All neighborhoods. 

Sidewalks should be a part of new subdivisions. 

South Longyard Road any new residential development 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

� ----� 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

All Streets Qty of Responses 

Literally every street needs sidewalks, but N Loomis St, and Granville Road needs a bike lane 1 

Parking: Murphy's, farm stands, Brewery Sidewalks: any road without sidewalks currently, especially 

residential 1 

Sidewalks everywhere 1 

sidewalks for any busy road seems within reason 1 

4 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20

years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Coes Hill Rd Qty of Responses 

Coes Hill Road 1 

Coes hill Rd. needs sidewalks. Road is VERY dangerous to walk on 1 

Hillside Road, Coes Hill Road ( if not sidewalks at least safer walking and biking lanes 1 

Sidewalks: Coes Hill Rd 1 

4 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Near Business only Qty of Responses 

Any commercial or residential development should include sidewalks and parking. Berkshire 

Ave. needs sidewalks. 1 

At access points to the rail trail, and other public open spaces. expansion of the sidewalks to 

other locations where businesses exist or may be built. 1 

Business areas, College Highway, and heading towards the schools. 1 

Public parking and/or sidewalks are only needed where there is a commercial/business 

district. Without encouraging business development the conversation seems pointless. 1 

4 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

North Loomis Qty of Responses 

North and South Loomis Streets. Getting very busy and nowhere to walk but the street. 

Anywhere near recreational areas so people can walk into them. 1 

Sidewalks needed badly on Granville Road, North Loomis Street, South Loomis Street, Vining 

Hill Road 1 

South Longyard Rd. North Longyard Rd. South and North Loomis 1 

Tannery Mort Vining Loomis Any large road that leads from small residential areas into 

college highway. Bike and walk access to the whole town should be #1 transportation priority 1 

4 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Vining Hill Rd Qty of Responses 

202, all major back roads in which smaller roads branch off of. For example Vining Hill Road, 

Granville Road, Longyard Road, Powder Mill Road .... 1 

Sidewalks needed badly on Granville Road, North Loomis Street, South Loomis Street, Vining Hill 

Road 1 

Sidewalks on College Highway (see above comment about accessible sidewalks}, Klaus Anderson 

Rd., Vining Hill Rd., Pearl Brook, Noble Steed, Loomis St., Hillside. Rail trail parking at Powder Mill 

crossing on Feeding Hills, Depot St. 1 

Vining Hill Road 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
i 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Downtown Qty of Responses 

all main roads close to center of town 1 

Along the section of 202/57 between Southwick Inn & Mobil Station crosswalks 1 

If town center were improved with restaurants and retail, improved walkways/parking 

would be needed. 1 

outer limits of town leading to center and bike trails and schools 1 

4 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Sam West Road Qty of Responses 

Sam West Road 1 

SAM WEST ROAD 1 

Sidewalk on Sam West to bike path 1 

Tannery Rd Sam West Rd 1 

4 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
l 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Klaus Anderson Rd Qty of Responses 

Feeding Hills Rd, Sheep Pasture Rd, College Highway-Klaus Anderson-Rte. 10 1 

Sidewalks on College Highway (see above comment about accessible sidewalks}, Klaus Anderson Rd., 

Vining Hill Rd., Pearl Brook, Noble Steed, Loomis St., Hillside. Rail trail parking at Powder Mill crossing 

on Feeding Hills, Depot St. 1 

2 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Matthews Rd Qty of Responses 

Matthews Road from Buckingham Drive to Patriots Way 1 

Sidewalks on Matthews Road 1 

2 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

Mort Vining Rd Qty of Responses 

Sidewalks on Mort Vining 1 

Tannery Mort Vining Loomis. Any large road that leads from small residential areas into 

College Highway. Bike and walk access to the whole town should be #1 transportation priority 1 

2 
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(Write in Res�onse from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional 

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20

years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

North Longyard Rd Qty of Responses 

N longyard Rd, Way over due 1 

South Longyard Rd North Longyard Rd South and North Loomis 1 

2 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Sidewalk Responses 

All Other Qty of Responses 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road.( sidewalks/ bike paths) 

Granville Road. 1 

Birchwood, Pinewood Rd, Fernwood Rd 1 

Bugbee Road 1 

Deer run-sidewalks needed, Mockingbird Lane-sidewalks needed, South Longyard Rd.-

sidewalks and needed, Powder Mill Rd. (from Fernwood Rd. to Depot St}-sidewalks/bike lane 

needed 1 

Ed Holcomb road 1 

Miller Depot Powder Mill Hudson Drive 1 

Sheep Pasture Road area, Berkshire Ave, Summer Drive 1 

Sidewalks on College Highway (see above comment about accessible sidewalks}, Klaus 

Anderson Rd., Vining Hill Rd., Pearl Brook, Noble Steed, Loomis St., Hillside. Rail trail parking 

at Powder Mill crossing on Feeding Hills, Depot St. 1 

South Longyard from rail trail to at least North Pond Rd. 1 

Will Palmer 1 

Add sidewalks on Route 202 from Rt 57 intersection to Westfield border. Also on Sunnyside 

Rd 1 

11 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Summary of Parking Responses 

Category Qty of Responses % of Total 

All Rail Trail Access Points 74 30.1 

None/ Not Needed 38 15.4 

Near Lakes/ Boat Launch/ Town Beach 30 12.2 

Depot St./S. Longyard Rd./Powdermill Rd. Rail Trail Crossing 23 9.3 

Downtown 17 6.9 

No Opinion/ Not Sure 12 4.9 

Feeding Hills Road Rail Trail Crossing 11 4.5 

__________ North Pond Property/ Wildlife Preserve 7 2.8 
---· --- ---�-

Hiking Trail Heads/ Recreation Areas (non-Rail Trail) 6 2.4 

Point Grove Road Rail Trail Crossing 6 2.4 

Miller Road Rail Trail Crossing 5 2.0 

Congamond Road AND Rail Trail 4 1.6 

Near Schools 4 1.6 

Sam West Road Rail Trail 3 1.2 

Business District 3 1.2 

Other qty of 1 3 1.2 

246 100.0 
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(Write in Res onse from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20

years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Rail Trail 

.west side of rail trail 

Additional parking where the rail trail crosses the road. 

additional parking/access to bike trail 

Adjacent to bike paths, Coes Hill Road, Hillside Road, Hastings Road.( sidewalks/ bike 

paths} Granville Road. 

Along the bike trail 

Along the bike trail for easier access for residents. 

Along the rail-trails / we also do not seem to have an established "town center" ~ 

seems to be evolving and developing in all directions. 

Anywhere there is access to the bike path should be parking for the patrons, as well as 

the areas that are assigned for hiking 

Areas near rail trail, Congamond lakes 

around the lake and rail trail. 

At access points to the rail trail, and other public open spaces. expansion of the 

sidewalks to other locations where businesses exist or may be built. 

At all entrances/ exits of the rail trail 

At all rail trail entrances. 

At rail trail areas 

Bike lanes needed on South Longyard and Rt. 57 from Foster Road to Bike Path. 

Parking needed at Bike Path access points. 

Bike path access 

Bike path access points 

Bike path locations need additional parking and also by lake for nonboating recreation 

e.g. paddleboard

Bike trail 

Bike trail 

Bike trail access, public lake access, hiking trials?, 

Bike Trail, Lake 

By rail trail entrances. 

By Rail Trail; By Congamond 

College Highway Rail Trail 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- - ---
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

None 

Can't think of any that need it and don't have it. Could use better rules for snow removal, 

especially along 10/202 from Tractor supply to the Depot St light. 

Concentration and emphasis on the retention rural character precludes this need. 

Don't have many sidewalks all these years so not very important 

Expansion is not currently necessary unless the town is going to encourage business. If 

the town were to attempt to build some sort of culture and be supportive of local 

storefronts similar to that of Simsbury the area would need to facilitate the location 

these business chose for their storefronts and restaurants. 

Get creative - it is certainly reasonable to create coexisting safe pedestrian access, and 

parking areas everywhere there is a need. Re-evaluate frequently. 

Have a bike trail and sidewalks we don't need anymore. Where it's important to walk, 

they're already there. 

I am unable to do so right now due to not knowing what developments will take place in 

the future. I feel the situation is fine now. 

I can't think of any 

I don't believe we need to add either anywhere 

I feel like there are plenty of places to park whether it be for the lake or for the bike trail. 

If the is no cluster housing then we will not have a problem. 

It's fine the way it is, let's keep it a small town. 

Keep Southwick a small rural town! 

Minimizing development, improving conservation of resources and enjoying the good 

qualities of Southwick are simply not consistent with significant expansions of parking 

and new roads. 

No where 

None 

None 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(Write in ResQonse from Question 22) 
7 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and

additional parking capacity should be installed or extended over the 

next 20 yea rs. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actual Parking Responses 

Lake and Town Beach Parking 

All of Route 57 - sidewalks All of 10&202 - southbound sidewalks Parking at rail trail 

Route 57 crossing Some type of parking at Depot St rail trail although space is 

minimal More public parking for access to lakes by town residents 

Along rail trail and Point Grove Rd near boat ramp 

Areas near rail trail, Congamond lakes 

Around the lake 

around the lake and rail trail. 

Bike path locations need additional parking and also by lake for nonboating 

recreation e.g. paddleboard 

Bike trail access, public lake access, hiking trials?, 

Bike Trail, Lake 

Boat ramp areas 

Congamond lake area, by town hall, bike path access areas 

Congamond lakes 

Hastings Rd at 57 where everyone goes sledding/ tubing. 57 by the rail trail where 

the field owner closed off access. Resident Only beach access. 

Lake-front areas 

Lakes 

Lakeside 

More parking by the rail trail and parking to access the lake 

More parking by town beach and Crabby Joes 

Near lakes and around rail trail. 

Parking around Congamond, and rail trail 

Parking for bike path and lake 

Rail trail access points, lake use access points 

Rail trail additional parking Sheep Pasture Road. Additional parking @town beach 

rail trail and Town Beaches and boat accesses 

Rail trail parking, boat launches 

Rail trail, boat launch 

Schools. Parking for the lakes. Restaurants 

Sidewalks along college highway south of town hall. Parking around lakes. 

The lakes 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22)-�--
7 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and

additional parking capacity should be installed or extended over the 

next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Depot, Powder Mill and S Longyard 

1.intersection of Depot and S Longyard at Rail Trail

4-6 parking spaces Depot St Longyard intersection

All of Route 57 - sidewalks All of 10&202 - southbound sidewalks Parking at rail trail 

Route 57 crossing Some type of parking at Depot St rail trail although space is minimal 

More public parking for access to lakes by town residents

bike trail access on Feeding Hills Road, Depot / Powder Mill, Sheep Pasture and Miller 

Depot 

Depot Road, Berkshire Ave, Congamond Road. 

Depot South Longyard 

Depot St rail trail entrance Rail trail entrance to be added to Point Grove Road 

Depot Street at Sout Longyard for the bike trail 

Depot Street near bike trail 

Depot Street, 

Depot Street, Powder Mill Rd 

Depot Street/South Longyard/Powder Mill Rd has "ad hoc" bike parking now. Not even 

sure it's legal but lots of us park there. The town could improve safety here. 

Near Rail Trail entrances South Longyard Rd (lots of bike through traffic & to rail trail) 

Need parking for Rail Trail access. Suggestions on Sam West Road and the Powder Mill 

Road/Depot Street intersection. Need sidewalks along Powder Mill Road to connect 

downtown and Rail Trail to Whalley Park and School campus. 

Parking for rail trail near schools & near Depot/S. Longyard access points 

Rail Trail parking for up to 6 cars on or dose to Depot/S. longyard 

Rail Trail public parking @ Depot Street, close by to police station. Family/kids on 

bicycles/stroller-friendly rail trail access point. 

Rails to trails bike path at the intersection of Depot, Powder Mill and South Longyard 

Sidewalks along South Longyard and Powder Mill down to the intersection with the 

bike path. Better parking for the bike path near the schools/farm and at the 

intersection with Powder Mill/Longyard/Depot St. Bike lane access on busy roads that 

connect to the bike path. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22} 
---�-----

-�----�----

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Downtown 

Along the rail-trails / we also do not seem to have an established "town center"~ seems to be 

evolving and developing in all directions. 

College Highway, center of town, public parking on both sides of the street. Adjacent or close to 

bike trail access areas 

Congamond lake area, by town hall, bike path access areas 

Downtown 

Downtown 

Downtown 

Downtown College Highway Area 

I'd love to see "pull-up" parking {as opposed to parking lots in front of businesses, on the main 

street, that have been beautified to have store fronts with unified country charm like other small 

towns have. 

If town center were improved with restaurants and retail, improved walkways/parking would be 

needed. 

If we get more business on College Highway 

Only downtown 

parking center of town 

Parking: Murphy's, farm stands, Brewery Sidewalks: any road without sidewalks currently, 

especially residential 

Sidewalks should be added to all roads with public businesses or spaces. For example, Powder Mill 

Road lacks sidewalks by Whalley Park and the old baseball fields. A sidewalk running the length of 

the street would make the two parks more accessible via walking for the people living nearby. In 

terms of parking, Southwick already has plenty of parking for its major business areas. The majority 

of it goes unused and is a waste of space most of the time {the only lot I ever see full is the Summer 

House's parking lot). My only suggestion would be to make further parking behind businesses as 

opposed to in front of them, as parking lots in front of businesses creates an ugly view. Think of 

Westfield's downtown for a great example of how to do parking- lots are behind the businesses, 

keeping cars from blocking storefronts and creating a much nicer-looking area. 

Town Center 

Town Center and lakes 

Town Green; North Pond; Saunders Marina 

Qty of Responses 

1 ' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Write in Res onse from Question 22} 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

No Opinion Qty of Responses 

N/A 1 

N/a 1 

No idea 1 

No idea, a sidewalk was just installed on Congamond Road and it is being used regularly. 
1 

no opinion 1 

no opinion on the parking except for when we have parades and large events. I was hoping 

that the town look at repairing or repaving point grove from the town dock to the Suffield 

line, it's terrible. thanks for listening. 
1 

Not sure 1 

not sure 1 

Not sure exactly where bit it's needed 1 

Unknown 1 

Unknown 1 

I 12 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
- -

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actual Parking Responses 

Feeding Hills Rd/Rail Trail 

All of Route 57 - sidewalks All of 10&202 - southbound sidewalks Parking at rail trail Route 57 

crossing Some type of parking at Depot St rail trail although space is minimal More public 

parking for access to lakes by town residents 

bike trail access on Feeding Hills Road, Depot / Powder Mill, Sheep Pasture and Miller 

Feeding Hills Rd Point Grove Rd Powder Mill RD College Hwy 

Parking for rail trail near schools & near Depot/S. Longyard access points 

Parking for rail trail where it crosses rt. 57. 

Powder Mill Road and Route 57 would benefit from additional parking and sidewalks, especially 

to get from the schools to Wally Park 

Rail Trail at Feeding Hills Road Rail Trail at Point Grove Road 

Rail trail/bike trail - especially near Feeding Hills Road 

Sidewalks College Hwy south, Powdermill Rd. Bike parking on Depot or Feeding Hills Rd 

Sidewalks on College Highway (see above comment about accessible sidewalks), Klaus 

Anderson Rd., Vining Hill Rd., Pearl Brook, Noble Steed, Loomis St., Hillside. Rail trail parking at 

Powder Mill crossing on Feeding Hills, Depot St. 1 

I 11 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

North Pond/Wildlife Areas Qty of Responses 

North pond MX-338 1 

North pond preservation parking and rules need to be figured out. 1 

North Pond recreational area 1 

Rail trail North Pond entrance 1 

Rail Trail parking, North Pond recreational area - something needs to be done. People are 

parking along the area streets and creating issues. Also, signs should be posted on North Pond 

Road starting there isn't lake access. That whole area is in need of some clear signage in 

regards to parking and land use rules. 1 

Town Green; North Pond; Saunders Marina 1 

Wildlife Sanctuary on South Longyard needs a bigger parking lot. 1 

Town Green; North Pond; Saunders Marina 1 

I 7 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
r 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and

additional parking capacity should be installed or extended over 

the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Start of Hiking Trails Qty of Responses 
.. 

Additional parking anywhere along the Walking trail. 1 

Anywhere there is access to the bike path should be parking for the patrons, as well 

as the areas that are assigned for hiking 1 

Bike trail access, public lake access, hiking trials?, 1 

Near areas with bike and walking trails. 1 

public parking at rail trail and other open-space recreational areas. 1 

Schools, Parks, Granville Gorge, Rail Trail 1 

Trail heads 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
·--r

Q. 22 List streets and/ or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Point Grove Rd and Rail Trail 

Along rail trail and Point Grove Rd near boat ramp 

Depot St rail trail entrance Rail trail entrance to be added to Point Grove Road 

Feeding Hills Rd Point Grove Rd Powder Mill RD College Hwy 

paved parking expansion on the backside of the rail trail restaurant, with paved access 

to the bike trail 

Point Grove all the way down to the bike trail. If the bike trail can't be accessed from the 

Rail Ale House due to private property issues then there needs to be safe walk/ jog/ bike 

paths to get to a opening of the bike trail. 

Rail Trail at Feeding Hills Road Rail Trail at Point Grove Road 

-

I 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

- - - -
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(Write in Response from Question 22} 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional parking

capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Miller Rd and Rail Trail Qty of Responses 

Additional parking capacity at Miller Road Rail Trail area. 1 

bike trail access on Feeding Hills Road, Depot/ Powder Mill, Sheep Pasture and Miller 1 

Miller Rd rail trail parking 1 

Miller Road for Bike Trail 1 

Miller Road rail trail parking. A parking lot is needed. 1 

5 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and

additional parking capacity should be installed or extended over 

the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Congamond Rd and Rail Trail Qty of Responses 

By Rail Trail; By Congamond 1 

Congamond road for parking, 1 
,. 

Depot Road, Berkshire Ave, Congamond Road. 1 

Lake and bike trail area 1 

I 4 
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(Write in Res onse from Question 22) 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20

years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Near Schools Qty of Responses 

Parking for rail trail near schools & near Depot/S. Longyard access points 1 

Schools, Parks, Granville Gorge, Rail Trail 1 

Sidewalks along South Longyard and Powder Mill down to the intersection with the bike 

path. Better parking for the bike path near the schools/farm and at the intersection with 

Powder Mill/Longyard/Depot St. Bike lane access on busy roads that connect to the bike 

path. 1 

The schools could use better parking 1 

I 4 
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(Write in Resr2onse from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Sam West and Rail Trail Qty of Responses 

End of Sam West Road for rail trail parking accessibility. Rte. 57 across the highway of #45 

farmers land. Acquire land, install fence to provide parking. Tannery Road sidewalks 
1 

Extend sidewalk on Powder Mill Rd. to get to the intersection with Depot St. and bike trail. 

Create parking for bike trail on Sam West Road. 1 

Need parking for Rail Trail access. Suggestions on Sam West Road and the Powder Mill 

Road/Depot Street intersection. Need sidewalks along Powder Mill Road to connect downtown 

and Rail Trail to Whalley Park and School campus. 1 

I 3 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
-

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Actual Parking Responses 

Business District Qty of Responses 

Depending where new businesses would be located, access via sidewalks and bike paths from 

surrounding areas so people could safely travel. Also any businesses that would benefit from 

parking and safe travel. 1 

Public parking and/or sidewalks are only needed where there is a commercial/business district. 

With out encouraging business development the conversation seems pointless. 1 

Schools. Parking for the lakes. Restaurants 1 

I 3 
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(Write in Response from Question 22) 
T 

Q. 22 List streets and/or parts of town where sidewalks and additional

parking capacity should be installed or extended over the next 20 years. 

Qty of Responses 

1 

1 

Actual Parking Responses 

All Other 

Whalley Park has had many popular events where the vehicles have exceeded the existing 

parking. 

The 3 "business centers" - Gillette Corner, Center of Town/Cong Church, Gristmill Plaza and 

possibly library/schools campus 

BIKE PATH AND SIDEWALK ALONG COLLEGE HIGHWAY TO WESTFIELD FROM TANNERY 

ROAD 1 

I 3 
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(Write in Response from Question 25) 

32. What is your perception of Southwick public schools?

Actual Responses Below 

Kesponse Qty of 

# Admin Negative Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category4 responses 

447 Poorly administered admin neg 1 

Not run very efficiently. This is similar to the town 

government. Personnel are selected and not reviewed 

appropriately as their reviewers have poor skills in doing so. 

4 Mediocre is my perception. admin neg 1 

Well-funded, poorly run, not educating to the highest level 

14 possible admin neg 1 

School board has improved, not impressed with the 

superintendent and teachers do the best with what they 

34 have admin neg 1 

72 Hire better teachers. admin neg 1 

74 Could be much better with better leadership admin neg 1 

The board runs them in their own best interests rather than 

on behalf of what is best for and/or representative of the 

287 community. admin neg 1 

Poorly managed and maintained, lacking focus and 

307 discipline admin neg 1 

Southwick public schools are trying to be accepting to all 

but hold no event that build community and teach about 

connections that will help students thrive in choosing their 

373 workforce admin neg 1 

425 Well-funded, under performing admin neg 1 

I couldn't wait for my children to graduate. I hated the 

nasty letters that I received when my children were sick. 

We need to rethink our school systems because they don't 

work. And coercing children to get an experimental vaccine 

537 for an ice cream treat is morally corrupt. admin neg 1 

I feel the quality of education and management of the 

school system has decreased in the 20 years I've lived here. 

The current Superintendent has not in my opinion done a 

good job and the longtime board incumbents need to 

549 change. admin neg 1 

I feel that our schools Education has decreased with the 

550 change in the superintendent. admin neg 1 

576 �marter spending. admin neg 1 
- --- - - -- - ---- -- ----f-- --

164 No opportunities for children to excel beyond status quo admin neg 1 

324 Do not like the block classes. admin neg 1 

More opportunities for gaining life skills for future. Should 

have less emphasis on testing scores and allow teachers to 

604 teach without so much pressure admin neg 1 
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Kesponse Qty of 

# Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category4 responses 

617 

                       Admin Negative 

My granddaughter had covered subjects better at Granville 

school than the way presented at Southwick High. 

Hopefully the level of teaching has improved! This was 

about 20 years ago /-. admin neg 1 

The staff is not helpful in ensuring learning is happening. 

The concern is more about grading and following standards 

as opposed to teaching. Freedoms and responsibilities 

were very limited to 11th and 12th graders preparing for 

the real world. The building and fields are very nice. A/C 

528 would be a great add. admin neg facilities other 1 

Southwick needs smaller class sizes. Also Field trips have 

been cut or eliminated and should be restored. They widen 

322 the appreciation and learning for all students. admin neg other 1 

Poor leadership by superintendent and WES principal. Lack 

of accountability for harmful decisions affecting student 

safety made by both in the past. Children leaving the 

district because administration fails to meet needs. I could 

412 go on. Finally a good group in the school council. admin neg security 1 

I have issues with the education. Have an issue with 

security measures in middle and elementary. High school is 

the most secure and measures dwindle between high 

385 school and middle. And less with elementary school admin neg security 1 

Taxes not being used for the purposes relayed by district. 

e.g.-> was told kids all would have access to tablets/

computers. Truth is kids' parents are asked to get a device

for child to make it easier for all. Teachers are forced to

teach multiple subjects with no individual student

attention. Liberal arts and other cuts as taxes keep going

547 up. admin neg taxes funding 1 

The schools pay the teachers some of the lowest salaries in

the surrounding towns which is leading our best teachers

to leave. I'm worried for the quality of education in the teacher 

61 coming years if this continues. admin neg pay 1 

Need to do a better job at teaching the fundamentals: ELA, 

475 math, science, history. admin neg too liberal 1 

The school system hands out grades that are too high, they 

pass kids on every year to just keep them moving. They 

should really have held back a kid or 3 that I know in the 

younger grades so that those kids could mature a little 

more. And I am very critical of some of the topics that are 

pushed on these kids. (THERE WAS 1 MORE SENTENCE 

HERE, BUT IT WAS EDITED OUT AS IT WAS CONCSIDERED 

264 INAPPROPRIATE) admin neg too liberal 1 

Declining. Need to focus on high quality diversified and 

inclusive education. School board of focused on politics too 

I 529 not education. admin neg political 1 
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Response Qty of 

# Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category4 responses 

advanced 

190 classes admin neg 1 

238 average admin neg funding music/arts 1 

295 

Admin Negative 

I do not think they are very challenging and they do not 

offer enough elective courses in the High School to allow 

students to sample IT or business courses to determine 

what they may want to do career wise. I think my children 

will absolutely not be prepared for college and the amount 

of work it will require due to the lack of homework starting 

in elementary school all the way up to senior year. I have 

heard from several former students who said they were not 

prepared for college at all. The block schedule does not 

allow for enough elective classes to be taken to meet basic 

college requirements now that honors level classes were 

taken away in some subjects and only AP and CP are 

offered. I absolutely discourage parents with school age 

children from moving to Southwick unless they are going to 

do school of choice elsewhere. That being said, the district 

has some wonderful teachers and administrators. 

They are okay. Not enough money is funded to them so 

many curriculums are bad. The language department is a 

wreck as most (specifically Spanish) teachers are hired one 

year and fired the next. These teachers also do not receive 

a specific curriculum to follow. Our art department is 

severely lacking. The overall atmosphere is okay and there 

is an effort to improve and be more inclusive. 

Generally OK, but not very friendly or hospitable to music 

and the other arts. Some recent high school principals seem 

more interested in taking the position to boost their 

retirement, rather than to serve the students. average admin neg music/arts 1 

320 Not impressed. There is no discipline. average admin neg 1 

During the time my children attended Southwick Public 

Schools, I was satisfied with the education they received, 

with the exception of block scheduling in the high school. 

This format of scheduling proved to be ineffective with a lot 

of wasted time. I would strongly urge the town to look at 

other options. Perhaps they no longer offer the block 

383 schedule and I am not aware of the change. average admin neg 1 

Adequate. I have limited knowledge of the current 

state/level/quality of education in the schools. However, I 

have heard complaints about the environment within the 

schools to the point of residents moving for the benefit of 

428 their child. average admin neg 1 

Quality of education seems to be declining in high school 

due to apathy of teachers. Need immediate evaluation of 

652 all educators. average admin neg 1 
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Kesponse Qty of 

Admin Negative Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category4 responses 

Not very good .... In the past the school system has always 

been very good , but I feel it is starting to fail our children. 

The teachers need more support and education in how to 

help our children who need it, Also I feel certain people 

who are hired should be made to have the correct and 

needed education to help all!!!!!!! People who are in charge 

527 should have the experience and proper credentials!!! average admin neg 1 

average. Leadership isn't very open to new ways of 

thinking, creating diversity or embracing the agricultural 

advantages of the community for the benefit of the 

33 students(learning and healthy foods) average admin neg 1 

They aren't the best. They need a new superintendent. 

Schools were good now scores are down , behaviors 

143 increased , high teacher turnover . Not the best average admin neg 1 

I received an adequate education in Southwick. But when I 

got into the real world I found that the quality of the 

education I received was not as good as I thought. The 

problem of drugs in our schools is not recognized. WE 

347 spend too much on admin. average admin neg 1 

We need better communicating with the school and their 

students. Southwick school system needs to change their 

blocks form 4 90min blocks to shorter blocks this will help 

students stay focused in class and participate more. 

Teachers also need to take the time to actually teach and 

educate their students, don't let them sit through an entire 

600 class period doing nothing. communication admin neg teacher neg 1 

Great school, administration needs to change. I am heavily 

involved in the school system and I have huge problems 

with the principal of Powder Mill. It'd be nice to see 

41 changes for the better. excellent admin neg 1 

Need investment. Increased residential building 

necessitates investment in schools - proper buildings, up to 

536 date technology in schools, sufficient# of teachers funding admin neg bldgs. 1 

Could be better, but better than surrounding communities. 

Administratively top-heavy structure slow to respond to 

40 parents concerns good admin neg 1 

Loved the elementary school. Moved my kids after 6th 

388 grade to private school due to lack of support. good admin neg 1 

571 good schools, poor spending choices for upgrades. good admin neg 1 

Nicer bus drivers, they scream! Better options for lunch. 

Better quality teachers. Better uniforms for girl sports 

620 teams! Better rec center, better high school fields. other admin neg athletics 1 
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Kesponse Qty of 

# Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category4 responses 

283 

Admin Negative 

Excellent teachers who are passionate and care for their 

students, school committee and ad min can't get out of their 

own way sometimes/don't act with student interests in 

mind. Adm in across the board need to promote inclusion of 

LGBTQ students as well as students of color; can think of 

several instances of students using racist language towards 

students of color and never receiving punishment too liberal admin neg diversity 1 

432 The superintendent has to go. She's too "woke". too liberal admin neg 1 

I believe in School Choice and Student Vouchers. I don't 

approve of the indoctrination, Students are subject to. I 

believe Teachers should have a yearly performance review, 

by an independent Citizen Committee. And Employment 

441 dependent on the results. too liberal admin neg 1 

School district has become politicized by conservative 

school committee members that want to push conservative 

ideology upon unknowing children - schools are becoming a 

breeding ground for ideological clashes rather than a place 

for children to get a good education. School district has 

been on a downward slide since current administration in 

each of the schools was put in place and former school 

252 committee chairman retired. too political admin neg 1 

Great school, administration needs to change. I am heavily 

involved in the school system and I have huge problems 

with the principal of Powder Mill. It'd be nice to see 

41 changes for the better. excellent admin neg 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 32) 

32. What is your perception of Southwick public schools?

Actual Responses Below 

Response Qty of 

# Special Needs Category Category Category responses 

They are okay . I have two children who are currently attending them 

I am a teacher in a different district and Southwick is just OK. They do 

not have a good special education program they do not have a lot of 

resources and funding like the bigger cities around and they have a special 

141 high turnover of teachers average needs 1 

I really don't have much to say. It's a public school, I don't think it's 

any worse than the schools in any other surrounding towns. I went to 

Southwick High and I turned out just fine. However, from the stories I 

have heard I can say that it sounds like our special education program special 

236 is an absolute nightmare. average needs 1 

OK, not great. Seems like nearly every kid is in "Special Education" of special 

361 some sort, which saps resources. average needs 1 

They could be better. Schools get money for number of school 

attendees. They get more if they are 'special needs'. Southwick tends special 

568 to diagnose a lot of special needs even if they aren't for the money average needs 1 

The schools in Southwick are fine, although they offer little assistance 

to those with learning disabilities or special needs, often leading those special 

345 kids not to get the help they need and falling behind good needs 1 

For my grown biological children, Southwick schools provided a good 

education. For my current two teenage adopted Latino trauma 

children the school system has fallen far short of providing them with 

FAPE. Every year is a struggle. We want to see a change where 

Southwick actually cares about ALL children regardless of their 

background, ethnicity, or educational needs. Children on IEP's at 

Southwick do not get what they need unless the parents are special 

514 proactively involved in their children's education! good needs 1 

They did not help our children with their specific needs. The teachers 

were wonderful, but some students were not focused or willing to be 

there and follow the rules or do the work. Those students demanded 

attention and were disruptive to students that wanted to learn and special teacher 

435 excel at school needs pos 1 

special 

285 need better special education services needs 1 

I have two children with special needs and have heard this is an area 

that needs a lot of improvement. In particular, following through with special 

63 actions outlined in IEP plans. Out experience so far has been just ok. needs 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 32) 

32. What is your perception of Southwick public schools?

Actual Responses Below 

Response Qty of 

# Teacher negative Category Category Category responses 

the teaching could be better as well as the ability to hire teacher 

278 staff in the schools average neg 

We need better communicating with the school and 

their students. Southwick school system needs to 

change their blocks form 4 90min blocks to shorter 

blocks this will help students stay focused in class and 

participate more. Teachers also need to take the time to 

actually teach and educate their students, don't let them teacher 

600 sit through an entire class period doing nothing. communication neg 1 

We spent too much on expansion! New roof/updated 

science wing/tablets/laptops were necessary. 10 new 

classrooms? A waste. Quality of education seems to be 

declining in high school, due in part to apathy in teacher 

658 teachers. Need evaluation of all educators immediately! funding neg other 1 

Fortunately my children are older. One is just graduated. 

The other is a junior. I think they have done well in 

school partly because of strong parental support. I do 

feel concerned over the new generation of teachers 

coming into the education system to teach young teacher 

368 children as a whole. good neg 1 

I believe that the Southwick Public schools definitely 

need to have better/stable teachers meaning teachers 

that want to teach there and stay there, multiple times 

I've had absent teachers where I'm learning little to 

277 nothing. teacher neg 1 
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34. If you have school-aged children that do not attend

Southwick Public School, please tell us why. 

Actual Responses Below 

Qty of 
Response# School Committee Category Category Responses 

The board runs them in their own best interests rather than on 

behalf of what is best for and/or representative of the School 

21 community. Committee 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 35) 

Q. 35 List three recreational activities that you would like to see in

Southwick over the next 20 years. 

--·---- - ---------·· 
·------ --- --- - - -- - -· - --· -

Entertainment 
··----- ---- - --

Summary of Top entertainment 

Responses 

- --- -- - -

Option 2 

Title Option 1 Qty Qty 

Music 5 3 

Golf 6 1 

Bowling 4 2 

Go-kart 1 3 

Theater 0 3 

Kayak 0 2 

Sonny's place 0 0 

Actual Responses Below 

Response 

# Entertainment Category 

Option 1 
151 Bowling entertainment 

217 bowling entertainment 

322 Bowling alley entertainment 

405 Bowling Alleys entertainment 

530 A town boat that offers rides, cruises entertainment 

88 Mini golf entertainment 

168 Driving range, miniature golf entertainment 

23 Golf driving range entertainment 

383 Mini golf entertainment 

282 Mini golf entertainment 

419 miniature golf entertainment 

424 music entertainment 

373 outdoor music entertainment 

321 Outdoor music venue entertainment 

146 Outdoors concerts entertainment 

555 Town concerts in the park are nice entertainment 

572 Sonny's Place would be fun! entertainment 

- --- -

Option 3 

Qty 

5 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Response 

Qty 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-

Total 

Qty 

13 

7 

7 

6 

3 

2 

2 
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(Write in Response from Question 36) 

36. List three entertainment or cultural activities that you would like to

see in Southwick over the next 20 years. 

Entertainment 

Summary of major categories 

Total 

Category Qty option 1 Qty Option 2 Qty option 3 Qty 

Bars 2 3 3 8 

Games 1 2 4 7 

Arcades 2 3 2 7 

Picnics 0 3 3 6 

Outdoor 2 0 2 4 

Family 0 3 0 3 

Camps 2 1 0 3 

Actual Responses Below 

Sub-

Response# Entertainment Category Response Qty Category 

Option 1 

25 Winery entertainment 1 bar 

210 breweries entertainment 1 bars 

179 Summer camps for kids entertainment 1 camps 

5 Kids summer camps entertainment 1 camps 

369 Board game clubs/competitions entertainment 1 games 

119 Outdoor entertainment events entertainment 1 outdoor 

77 outdoor/indoor venues entertainment 1 outdoor 

336 Facility like Sonny's Place in CT entertainment 1 arcades 

310 Mini Golf entertainment 1 arcades 

440 AAA BASEBALL entertainment 1 

308 Car show entertainment 1 

75 Expanded nightlife activities entertainment 1 

327 Simsbury type pavilion entertainment 1 

167 Walkable "downtown" with additional bars/restaurants entertainment 1 

311 Weekend Events entertainment 1 

548

548



Response# Entertainment 
269 Zoo 

Entertainment 
-- -- --- - - - -- - -- -- - -

Option 2 

Response# Response 

55 Bars, hookah 

188 better bars 

59 breweries 

134 Summer camps for kids 

291 activities that parents and children can share 

178 Family parks 

120 More family activities that get families moving together 

226 chess tournament 

251 crossword puzzle competition 

292 Community picnic 

131 picnic area that is free 

281 picnic tables 

185 Arcade 

261 Arcade, mini golf, go carts, batting cage like a sonny's 

271 Go karting 

242 bring back Elvis 

344 Community Center for all ages 

343 Congamond lake tours 

115 More kids activities at night 

92 Petting zoo for children 

340 Petting zoos/free 

108 Swap meet 

139 Town square with activities 

Entertainment 

Option 3 
Response# Response 

A winery would be nice (it would be awesome to have a 

218 food and wine festival) 

167 beer garden 

221 Wine-tasting events 

57 More family activities 

Category 

entertainment 

-- -
- -

Category 

·-

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

Entertainment 

Entertainment 

Entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

Category 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

entertainment 

Response Qty 

1 

16 

- ----- ---

Response Qty 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

23 

Response Qty 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sub-

Category 

- -

Sub-

Category 

bar 

bar 

bar 

camps 

family 

family 

family 

games 

games 

picnic 

picnic 

picnic 

arcades 

arcades 

arcades 

Category 

bars 

bars 

bars 

family 
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Sub-

Response# Entertainment Category Response Qty Category 

128 Bingo Hall entertainment 1 games 

48 corn hole, Jenga, outside games entertainment 1 games 

135 Park/Games entertainment 1 games 

178 stupid questionnaire contest entertainment 1 games 

68 More outdoor entertainment entertainment 1 outdoor 

212 Picnics entertainment 1 picnics 

9 Picnics entertainment 1 picnics 

99 town picnic entertainment 1 picnics 

216 Airsoft/ paintball field entertainment 1 arcades 

149 arcade thing for kids entertainment 1 arcades 

239 Babbs (Suffield) & reopen Southwick entertainment 1 

182 Barbecue entertainment 1 

121 Fun community gatherings for all ages entertainment 1 

223 Hot air balloons entertainment 1 

233 Meeting house for party rental entertainment 1 

67 More activities on the Lake entertainment 1 

132 night life entertainment 1 

15 Rodeo entertainment 1 

202 Small animal zoo/habitat entertainment 1 

38 Sport events entertainment 1 

157 Sporting events entertainment 1 

176 Support Youth Activities entertainment 1 

54 Teenager activity center entertainment 1 

27 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
T T T r 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or

elsewhere): 

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Horses Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

horseback 

Horseback riding riding 1 0 1 

horseback 

trail riding with horses riding 1 0 1 

2 0 2 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
T I T 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or elsewhere):

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Senior Center Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

Exercise classes at Senior Center senior center 1 0 1 

Senior center activities senior center 1 0 1 

2 0 2 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
T 1 1 T 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or

elsewhere): 

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Cannabis Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

Dispensary cannabis 1 0 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
1 T 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or

------

Actual Responses Below 

Go-Karts 
--- - - - ---

Playing in Airsoft Events and Go-Kart racing 

elsewhere): 

- ~ 

Category 

airsoft 

Category 
-

go-karts 

Participate 
Regularly in Participate 
Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Responses _Respo�s_�� Rese�n_s_��-

0 1 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 37} 
1 T 7 T 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or

elsewhere): 

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Air-Soft(fake guns) Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

Playing in Airsoft Events and Go-Kart racing airsoft go-karts 0 1 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
T l I I T 

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or

elsewhere): 

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Aircraft Flying Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

RC Aircraft flying aircraft flying 0 1 1 

RC planes aircraft flying 0 1 1 

0 2 2 
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(Write in Response from Question 37) 
l T l T

37. Please check all of the following activities that you enjoy (in Southwick or elsewhere):

Actual Responses Below 
Participate 

Regularly in Participate 

Southwick Elsewhere 

Qty of Qty of Qty of 

Pickleball/Tennis Category Category Category Responses Responses Responses 

Pickle ball pickle ball 0 1 1 

water 

Tennis, pickleball, In ground Pools tennis pickle ball sports 0 1 1 

water 

Tennis, pickleball, In ground Pools tennis pickleball sports 0 1 1 

0 3 3 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing

the Town of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Summary of Responses 

Category 

Overcrowded 

Water quality 

Pollution 

Policing 

Weed control 

Safety 

Overdeveloped 

Litter 

Too many out-of-towners on the 

lake 

Conservation/Environmental 

Lake access 

Lake oversite issues 

All other 

Beach issues 

Bacteria 

Business on the Lake 

restricting boat size/HP 

Dredging 

Recreation 
- ---

Tax issues 

Septic issues 

Noise levels 

Fishing issues 

- - -·- -

Option 1 

(Priority 1) 

Qty 

183 

142 

49 

36 

19 

20 

22 

13 

18 

8 

15 

6 

15 

5 

9 

4 

6 

11 

3 
--

12 

4 

3 

2 

% of total 

responses 

29.0 

22.5 

7.8 

5.7 

3.0 

3.2 

3.5 

2.1 

2.9 

1.3 

2.4 

1.0 

2.4 

0.8 

1.4 

0.6 

1.0 

1.7 

0.5 
----

1.9 

0.6 

0.5 

0.3 

�- --

Option 2 

(Priority 2) 

Qty 

110 

66 

41 

37 

39 

28 

22 

19 

19 

14 

16 

16 

6 

14 

8 

12 

15 

5 

8 
---

4 

8 

7 

6 

% of total 

responses 

20.5 

12.3 

7.6 

6.9 

7.3 

5.2 

4.1 

3.5 

3.5 

2.6 

3.0 

3.0 

1.1 

2.6 

1.5 

2.2 

2.8 

0.9 

1.5 
--

0.7 

1.5 

1.3 

1.1 

- ---

Option 3 

(Priority 3) 

% of total 

Qty responses 

64 16.2 

34 8.6 

28 7.1 

38 9.6 

17 4.3 

16 4.0 

16 4.0 

18 4.5 

12 3.0 

21 5.3 

12 3.0 

20 5.1 

13 3.3 

7 1.8 

8 2.0 

8 2.0 

3 0.8 

7 1.8 

11 2.8 
- --� 

5 1.3 

6 1.5 

7 1.8 

6 1.5 

Grand 

Totals 

All 

Priorities 

Total % of total 

Qty 

357 

242 

118 

111 

75 

64 

60 

50 

49 

43 

43 

42 

34 

26 

25 

24 

24 

23 

22 
-

21 

18 

17 

14 

responses 

------ -

22.8 

15.5 

7.5 

7.1 

4.8 

4.1 

3.8 

3.2 

3.1 

2.8 

2.8 

2.7 

2.2 

1.7 

1.6 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.2 

1.1 

0.9 

-
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Response 

# Overcrowded Category Qty 

393 Overcrowding on the water overcrowded 1 

401 overcrowding overcrowded 1 

64 

 

 

  I  
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing the Town

of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response# Category Qty Lake Water Quality 

Option 1 
9 Water quality water quality 1 

13 Clean water water quality 1 

22 Contaminants water quality 1 

30 Cleanliness water quality 1 

39 Maintaining water quality water quality 1 

41 Poor water quality water quality 1 

44 Keeping clean water quality 1 

52 Water quality water quality 1 

56 Water quality water quality 1 

64 Cleaning water quality 1 

65 Water quality water quality 1 

71 Water quality water quality 1 

77 Maintaining water quality water quality 1 

79 Maintaining cleanliness water quality 1 

89 clean water water quality 1 

90 Keeping the lake clean water quality 1 
- -

92 Keeping it clean water quality 1 

117 preserving water quality and having foresight for increases in water quality 1 

123 Clean water water quality 1 

125 Clean water water quality 1 

128 Clean water water quality 1 

130 Cleanliness water quality 1 

136 Cleanliness is awful water quality 1 

141 Water quality water quality 1 

145 Keeping water clean. water quality 1 

162 Keeping restaurants from closing down water quality 1 

164 Polluted waterways water quality 1 

169 water quality water quality 1 

171 Clean water water quality 1 

186 Keeping it clean water quality 1 
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615

615



Response# Water Quality Category Qty 

Assure water quality i.e.: e-coli, other bacteria, algae, etc. keep 

381 within non-toxic acceptable levels in water quality 1 

382 cleanliness water quality 1 

383 Water quality water quality 1 

384 safe water for swimming water quality 1 

387 Clean water water quality 1 

409 water quality water quality 1 

415 Water quality water quality 1 

420 Water quality of Lake water quality 1 

448 Water Quality water quality 1 

456 Water quality water quality 1 

469 Water quality water quality 1 

484 clean water for MORE swimming water quality 1 

494 Clean water for better swimming water quality 1 

510 Water quality water quality 1 

529 MAINTAIN CLEAN, CLEAR WATER water quality 1 

536 water quality water quality 1 

541 Water quality water quality 1 

544 water quality water quality 1 

66 

Option 3 
Response# Response Category Qty 

37 Keeping the lake clean and invasive weeds/species out. water quality 1 

41 Keeping the lakes clean water quality 1 

so Water quality/litter water quality 1 

62 Cleaning lake water quality 1 

70 water quality water quality 1 

73 water quality water quality 1 

76 Water quality water quality 1 

92 cleanliness water quality 1 

94 Water quality water quality 1 

96 keeping water clean water quality 1 

110 Water quality issues 1 

111 Water Quality 1 

112 water quality 1 

113 water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 1 

138 Water quality improvement water quality 1 

149 Water quality water quality 1 

168 water quality water quality 1 

173 Water quality water quality 1 

616

616



Response# Water Quality Category Qty 

177 Water Quality water quality 1 

186 Water quality water quality 1 

188 Water quality water quality 1 

Maintaining good water quality & improving public 

193 , accessibility. water quality 1 

195 water quality water quality 1 

250 Clean water water quality 1 

Water quality, trash and sanitation of the lakes and 

263 surrounding areas 1 

280 clean water 

water quality 

water quality 1 

293 water quality 1 

294 water quality 1 

311 Cleanliness of water 1 

324 water quality 1 

336 quality of water 1 

356 water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 

water quality 1 

379 water quality 1 

409 improve water quality 

water quality 

water quality 1 

34 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing

the Town of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response #of 

# Category Responses Lake Safety 

Option 1 
119 Safety safety 1 

127 Safety safety 1 

215 Boat safety-drownings safety 1 

243 Safety safety 1 

250 Safety safety 1 

254 Safety safety 1 

268 Safety safety 1 

275 Safety safety 1 

276 Safety (People have lost their lives on that lake) safety 1 

288 Water Safety safety 1 

323 safety safety 1 

349 Safety safety 1 

359 Safety for all users safety 1 

386 Safety safety 1 

391 Water quality/safety safety 1 

109 Boater safety safety 1 

202 unexperienced boaters safety 1 

251 unexperienced boaters safety 1 

332 dangerous water safety 1 

Power boats, canoes and kayaks are an impossible mix. 

Powerboats win the horsepower race. Most of the non 

motorized craft people avoid Congamond. Where's the 

justice in that? Which population of boatowners support 

586 local business the most? (I have no idea) safety 1 

20 

Option 2 
#of 

Response# Response Safety Responses 

48 Untrained boaters safety 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing the

Town of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response #of 

# Lake Overdeveloped Category Responses 

Option 1 
522 Over development. additions, expansions overdeveloped 1 

538 Overdevelopment overdeveloped 1 

571 overdevelopment overdeveloped 1 

4 Over Development overdeveloped 1 

29 overdeveloped overdeveloped 1 

35 Controlled growth overdeveloped 1 

47 Shore overcrowded with housing overdeveloped 1 

101 Overdevelopment overdeveloped 1 

112 Limit development along lake overdeveloped 1 

over development. small cabins housed fewer people than 

116 the large home being built now, this creates overcrowding overdeveloped 1 

151 Overdevelopment overdeveloped 1 

172 Managing development overdeveloped 1 

220 Overdevelopment overdeveloped 1 

292 Over development overdeveloped 1 

316 development overdeveloped 1 

322 Growth overdeveloped 1 

337 Over population overdeveloped 1 

361 Too much new Housing overdeveloped 1 

423 Houses overdeveloped 1 

484 over development overdeveloped 1 

392 development around the lake overdeveloped 1 

80 Stop building on lake overdeveloped 1 

22 

Option 2 
#of 

Response# Response Responses 

35 Developers overdeveloped 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing the Town

of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response #of 

# Litter Category Responses 

Option 1 
14 trash on North Pond litter 1 

96 lack of trash cans litter 1 

103 Littering litter 1 

142 trash / littering litter 1 

221 Littering litter 1 

230 Keeping it clean of trash/debris litter 1 

259 Littering litter 1 

314 Litter litter 1 

315 Litter caused by boaters and hikers in conservation land litter 1 

325 Littering/dumping litter 1 

465 Trash left litter 1 

587 Littering/Pollution litter 1 

607 No cleanup of protected wet land litter 1 

13 

Option 2 
#of 

Response# Response Category Responses 

32 People littering or abusing the lake litter 1 

44 North Pond area where boats collect.. trash occurs litter 1 

People leaving junk/trash behind in some places where they shouldn't (like 

north pond or the kayak launch areas). The majority of people are 

respectful, but there's always a few who aren't. Having some sort of budget 

line item that designates funds to keep those spaces cleaned up might be 

50 helpful. We'll never stop those people from dumping or leaving things. litter 1 

81 Outsiders litter because not their problem litter 1 

144 Trash at public areas litter 1 

171 Litter litter 1 

173 littering/bathroom stops on shore without cleaning up after themselves litter 1 
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Response 

# 

176 

178 

198 

213 

228 

229 

242 

395 

457 

474 

499 

518 

Response# 

16 

27 

35 

56 

74 

81 

102 

107 

124 

133 

156 

229 
--- ----

247 

262 

329 

364 

398 

402 

Litter 
Waste management- trash left at North Pond 

The trash that is left behind by visitors on the lake! 

North Pond Walk Ins from S. Longyard making a mess and destroying area 

littering/bathroom stops on shore without cleaning up after themselves 

North Pond Trash/Non residents should pay a fee 

North Pond Trash/Non residents should pay a fee 

Littering 

clean shorelines 

Littering 

Keeping the surroundings litter-free 

Littering 

Trash 

Option 3 

Response 

Clean up areas, Develop walking area and beaches/gazebo at North Pond 

Too dirty due to abuse and litter 

Littering 

Litter around lake perimeter on shore 

People setting up "camp" on the lake edge and leaving their trash 

Litter and waste thrown into water/land around water 

Trashy people 

Misuse- the traffic specific to North Pond and what happens there can be 

gross and abusive 

Trash pickup 

Illegal dumping/ littering 

littering 

littering 
-

TRASH 
- ·  

- --

Trash around the lake 

-

Maintaining properties 

-- - - -
--

Trash accumulation at local public swimming areas 

more clean-up measures to include patrolling 

litter 

-·- -- -- - -

Category 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

Category 

-

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 
- -

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

litter 

- -

#of 

Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

#of 

Responses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
- - - -

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing the Town of

Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response #of 

# Conservation/Environmental Category Responses 

Option 1 
363 Drought Conservation/Environmental  1 

167 town water supply Conservation/Environmental 1 

205 Protecting conservation Conservation/Environmental 1 

397 North Pond preservation land access Conservation/Environmental 1 

399 keeping a natural habitat for wildlife Conservation/Environmental 1 

401 ecologic conservation Conservation/Environmental 1 

Telling homeowners they cannot cut down their own trees on 

488 their property. Conservation/Environmental 1 

617 protecting the conservation area Conservation/Environmental 1 

8.0 

Option 2 
Response# Response Response Qty 

59 Fish and wildlife health. The fish look awful (chemicals?) Conservation/Environmental 1 �� 
216 Maintain natural beauty Conservation/Environmental 1 

224 wildlife on the lake Conservation/Environmental 1 

434 healthy wildlife Conservation/Environmental 1 

452 fish and wildlife Conservation/Environmental 1 

491 Conservation land use Conservation/Environmental 1 

30 Protect agriculture Conservation/Environmental 1 

98 drought Conservation/Environmental 1 

206 Climate change Conservation/Environmental 1 

402 Drought Conservation/Environmental 1 

455 Invasive animals Conservation/Environmental 1 

497 climate change Conservation/Environmental 1 

267 Erosion Conservation/Environmental 1 

542 losing character Conservation/Environmental 1 

14 
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(Write in Response from Question 39) 

39. Over the next 20 years, what do you believe are the TOP 3 issues facing the Town

of Southwick relative to Congamond Lake? 

Actual Responses Below 

Response #of 

# All Other Category Responses 

Option 1 
72 Residents being too possessive over lake activities all other 1 

We don't know the long term problems from treating the lake for 

82 invasive weeds all other 1 

Education system needs improvement-concentration on math, reading, 

106 writing and science all other 1 

146 Vandalism/ Theft all other 1 

191 Karen's thinking they own it. all other 1 

197 public perception that the lake is dirty all other 1 

208 people that think they own it all other 1 

219 Development all other 1 

306 This comment was changed as it was inappropriate all other 1 

395 It needs to be made more attractive for water sports all other 1 

451 keeping it family friendly all other 1 

all other 

462 real estate cost increase all other 1 

594 No interest in lake all other 1 

596 Have the rich buy a canoe all other 1 

622 Rezone to keep out heavy industrial growth all other 1 

15 

Option 2 
Response# Response Category Response Qty 

326 None all other 1 

24 Karen's all other 1 

96 NO place to store boats all other 1 

143 adjacent land use all other 1 

338 It has a bad reputation amongst young locals all other 1 

540 Another well is needed all other 1 

6 
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645



Response #of 

# All Other Category Responses 

Option 3 
Response# Response Category Response Qty 

67 construction all other 1 

106 Educating residents all other 1 

145 Water levels all other 1 

146 Keeping heavy industry from the town all other 1 

246 None all other 1 

255 changing government structurer all other 1 

298 Crime all other 1 

302 Treasonous Trump supporters all other 1 

321 Water levels all other 1 

368 lack of interest in lake all other 1 

374 Water usage all other 1 

400 Overdrawing from the aquifer all other 1 

406 property values due to zone changes all other 1 

13 
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Response #of 

# Bacteria Category Responses 

#of 

Response# Response Bacteria Responses 

51 No more safe swimming ... is a shame bacteria 1 

79 Algae bacteria 1 

153 Algae bacteria 1 

198 algae growth bacteria 1 
-�---� �--

218 E.coli due to climate change bacteria 1 

221 E.coli high bacteria 1 

270 E.coli bacteria 1 

289 hygiene or the water bacteria 1 

8 
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Response 

# Response 
Qty of 

Category Responses 

Thank you for giving the community an opportunity to voice their opinions. I love the rural 

character of the area in Southwick that I live in. I understand that there is a drive to constantly 

expand, however, I do not know why that is. Why is it that we do not just stay how we are? 

Several of my opinions: I think that if someone is getting a tax break on their property by putting 

it in agricultural use or whatever the technical terms are, they should have to wait a very long 

time and pay full taxes during that very long time before being able to take it out of use and sub

divide it. I get that it is their land, but I don't want to subsidize their taxes so they can have a 75 

acre farm just for them to sell it off and have that open land become condos or corporations. 

Having to pay back the lost taxes doesn't seem like enough. That is tax revenue the town could 

have been using all this time to better itself. They owe interest. We are missing a huge 

opportunity with OHRV trails. I don't pretend to know how the town could pull it off, but if we 

could piece together a couple dozen miles of connected dirt bike and 4-wheeler trails and charge 

for access, people will come. We have The Wick 338, but we could have so much more. Maybe 

we could relax the rules about traveling on road with OH RVs when traveling to access different 

trails. Plenty of towns in the country are friendly to OH RVs and allow their travel on public roads. 

The lake costs a lot of money to treat every year. I want to know if it is all covered by at least the 

tax revenue from the lake abutters. I don't want my taxes going to treating a lake I can't swim in 

because there isn't enough parking available. "Oh, but the people come from out of town with 

their boats and ... " And what? Buy some gas and Red Bulls at Mobile? Show me an independent 

study that shows that dumping $600k into the lake every year is worth it or stop. Rapid fire- I like 

shooting, why don't we have a range? We have a senior center, why not a young people center 

with a large gym? We have such nice spaces, why not a small park with a combination of free and 

pay cookout areas/ gazebos? Where is my annual mailing of how my tax money is spent? Move 

mountains to get Whip City Fiber in here! People with money move to towns with great schools; thank 

50 please make the school budget a priority. you 

51 What an amazing committee! thank you 

Thank you for doing this difficult and time-consuming work. Your efforts will be a wonderful 

52 legacy for our town. thank you 

56 Thank you for putting this survey together thank you 

As a long time resident. I cannot stress enough in this brief survey, the love I have for this town 

and it's down home heritage. I strongly believe we need to keep Southwick as an Agricultural 

Community, without the excessive progression of trying to turn Southwick into another high 

crime city. It's already happening in the changes this planning board have already allowed to 

66 happen. Keep this farming town small. Thank you. 

Thank you for doing this. We need to foster and support leadership like this not only to ensure 

Southwick thrives, but to also show the younger population the importance of civic participation 

thank you 

73 and community involvement. thank you 

thank you for this inclusion survey, I feel like my voice will be heard. my hope is that other 

residence will feel this way and that they can be more involved in our great town of Southwick 

74 we call home. thank you 

87 THANK YOU MPAC! thank you 

Thank you for taking the time to create this Survey. I think it will be very helpful to the future of 

88 Southwick. thank you 
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(Write in Response from Question 41 

41. Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community Engagement

Survey! Please provide any additional comments that you would like to share with the

Master Plan Advisory Committee. 

Actual Responses Below 

Small Town Charm 

Response Category 

Qty of 

Responses 

I personally moved to Southwick from Westfield because I like the small feel and less bustle of the 

town. I don't want us to forget the nice community we are and just keep growing bigger and 

bigger. We have a lot of new housing developments even in the just the last 10 years. And now 

recently having people trying to move in and take advantage of Southwick for the low tax rates for 

business/industry. I think we should probably be more competitive with our neighboring cities and 

raise the business rates (at the very least for any new business) so that doesn't happen. I don't 

think we should be allowing businesses that aren't going to contribute to the feel and 

environment of Southwick as it is now. Big business doesn't seem like a good fit here. Putting up 

lots of apartments and cheap housing also isn't a good fit. We do ok as far as I'm concerned now 

having a variety of people living here without becoming overwhelmed with a large lower-income 

population. It's a good balance. I don't think we want to start worrying about the issues some of 

the bigger towns have to with lower-income populations. Southwick in my opinion has a good mix 

of homes, business, land, recreation, agriculture and more. While I understand the need to 

modernize and be smart, I don't think growing the towns housing and business/industry vastly 

makes sense. There's only so much land and once you fill it all, the only option is to build up. 

Doesn't make sense for a small town/community like ours. It's a great place to live-let's not 

forget that or take it too far in the dream of building something massive that can't be supported 

properly. More houses/business=greater problems that more money is needed to solve. I realize 

so probably sound like an old grouchy person who doesn't want to change, but I am a younger 

person who can really appreciate the gem Southwick is compared to other neighboring towns. 

Let's keep it safe. taxes 1 

small town 

Let's keep our beautiful town the way it is. charm 1 

I grew up in a big city in New York and I would never go back!! Southwick is a great place to live, small town 

let's keep it that way! charm 1 

love the town. Would like to bring more business in to help bring our property taxes down, offset small town 

improvements throughout the town. More Rails to trail expansion!@ charm 1 
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Business 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 
Qty of 

Category4 Responses 

Western Mass has plenty of towns that provide low income and 

affordable housing with small lots or apartments, and lots of retail and 

industrial business options. Some folks would prefer to live in a higher 

end town and are willing to pay higher taxes to keep it this way and to 

keep the traffic and over abundance of businesses out. There is a reason 

Southwick was voted best town to live in in western mass. Not sure why 

we would change what is obviously working. Seems Southwick is one of 

the few towns left that offers lots of green space, farms, large residential 

lots and residents with similar backgrounds and family values. Why 

should this change to match neighboring towns. If someone doesn't like 

the uniqueness of our town they can always choose to live in a 

neighboring town. But, if we change this town to be what those towns 

already are, where else do the nature loving small town loving residents small town 
have to go? charm housing business no change 1 

Tobacco is both cancerous as well as very addictive. Please do not 

support that specific crop. I am in favor of farms, but the town should 

not support ones that grow products that are harmful such as tobacco. business agriculture 1 

I would love to see farmland still in Southwick, would hate to lose it. We 

need farms!!! Also would like to see much better roads, they are awful. 

And better water. As I understand Southwick needs businesses, I do not 

think huge industrial businesses are appropriate for Southwick. agriculture infrastructure business water 1 

Another grocery store business 1 

I would not like to see more industrialization without significant revenue 

being tied to land development. Business with a proven longevity and 

agricultural industry with local appeal. business agriculture 1 

So-called "green development" is not a suitable alternative to 

community stewardship of preserved open land. business 1 

Don't allow Southwick to be developed by business's only to increase tax 

revenue. taxes business 1 

Overall, the town feels very outdated compared to some neighboring 

towns. In order to attract new, younger families (who would also be 

great for the schools}, we could really use substantial updates to the 

town center, as well as fresh, unique retail and dining options. Family 

friendly events are lacking and, for me personally, it's not far to travel to 

find these options available in other nearby towns (Simsbury, Granby, 

CT, etc.). The lake could be a huge draw for residents and out of towners 

alike to enjoy, but it needs a lot of work to be considered a quality 

recreational destination. Sprucing up our downtown and lake areas will 

better serve our community, providing more leisure opportunities and 

helping to modernize a town that hasn't reached its full potential. I feel 

there is a lot we can update for the better, without sacrificing the rural small town 
integrity of the town. LMC business charm beautification 1 

The lakes were a major recreational site for many years and brought in 

financial resources for the town. This should be redeveloped. LMC business 1 
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Business 
Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Responses 

look first to un-used, underutilized existing structures before building 

new avoid large multi-unit developments keep w/the minimum 1 acre lot 

requirement for single houses allow businesses that 'fit' with the town's 

rural/ small town feel - people move here because it is different from 

Westfield, Agawam, West Springfield there is no need for additional 

Dollar Stores - Ocean State, Dollar Tree, Family Dollar do not tear down small town 

trees to build solar/ wind farms charm business 1 

Protect the aquifer. Balance development with water and sewer 

capabilities; don't allow gated communities with sub-standard roads; 

stop the development of the ugly strip of box businesses along College controlled 

Highway. water supply growth infrastructure business 1 

Would love to see more Tech related industry brought into town. We 

really need fiber interned access. internet business 1 

I believe Southwick has all the quality offerings a Destination Community 

has to offer. We have not processed in that direction. Our vast travels 

within The US have shown us that clean natural water areas are a natural 

draw to big spending tourists. We can be that place. Tourist corporations 

have resources and needs for places exactly like Southwick. We can be a 

four season resort town without sacrificing our small town. Existing 

facilities can be upgraded to draw big spending tourist, not the penny 

tourist or drive thru tourist. The Historical Society can be a great 

resource on the successes and failures of past ventures, back in the small town 

heyday. charm business 1 

We should be rewarding clean ideas and living. Everyone should pay 

their own way. New business that fits within our infrastructure. 

Promoting more diverse types of small business. More events that get 

the town together and bring in spending for the local businesses. business other 1 

No CARVANA or any other businesses that want to take apart 20-90 controlled 

acres just to have a large empty parking lot. growth business 1 

Please think long and hard about what kind of business you let into this 

town. Please try really hard to keep all our beautiful farm land as is. Let's small town 

keep this town a small town with small town values. charm agriculture business 1 

I would like to see the business tax rate raised to a competitive rate. That 

would help the town more than developing it with large industrial 

projects. We could use a Trader Joe's and a Harbor Freight. taxes business 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 41) 

41. Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community Engagement

Survey! Please provide any additional comments that you would like to share with the

Master Plan Advisory Committee. 

Actual Responses Below 

Master Plan 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

I think that the Master Plan is a fantastic step forward to ensuring that 

the true quality of Southwick is maintained into the future. Having such a 

plan allows the people to have a voice and to have a way to stand up to 

those that would go against the will of the people in order to enhance 

their own agenda, even if they believe it to be for the benefit of all. master plan 1 

I think this is a great idea. I hope you get some great feedback and take 

advantage of what the townspeople are interested in. master plan 1 

I'm looking forward to seeing the changes in the future and the other 

folk's opinions in this survey. master plan 1 

I believe surveys such as this are misleading and tend to cause 

participants to answer in a way that may not express their opinion if they 

had a better understanding of the issue. Such as question #8. Who would 

agree to encourage industrial growth if they do not understand the need 

for low impact tax revenue (industrial usage) for a town to keep 

residential taxes down and have revenue to support the other town 

improvements the resident's desire. The questions on low income 

housing, With this comes a increase in cost due to a rise in crime rates 

and the needs that arise from this, but who would oppose this without 

the additional information? Reasonable housing comes with lower 

residential taxes and this comes from a strong tax revenue base and 

industrial property supports this. I appreciate the committees work and 

recognize the difficulties in putting together a questionnaire however I 

caution that both sides of the issues be presented. Thank you for your 

service on this committee. Keith Deyo thank you master plan housing 1 

Good luck other 1 

In the 40 years my wife and I have lived here, we have seen the town 

improve quite a bit. However, we think that an updated master plan is 

needed for more improvement. A traffic light at the end of Tannery Rd. 

would be one small example. master plan traffic light 1 
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Master Plan 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

We need business development in town. We don't need affordable 

housing in town. I also think that it's pretty much a waste of time for a 

bunch of citizens lay people to try and determine where a town should be 

20 yrs. hence. 20 yrs. ago fiber internet connectivity was unheard of and 

electric vehicles were a dream. Let the market do what the market does. 

section 17 in the survey was very poorly designed. You can't rank each 

of the criteria specifically in order housing business master plan 1 

a very comprehensive survey. You ask some very hard questions! master plan 1 

I am excited to see some younger voices take charge in the upcoming 

years. There have been many times while growing up in Southwick I have 

wondered why our town was lacking in certain, fairly obvious ways. I 

hope to see that improve in the coming years. other 1 

Thank you for all the work and research that has gone into this. We 

desperately need a Master Plan so we don't have to have the drama of 

people picketing to be heard. thank you master plan 1 

provide this survey to high school seniors they will be the ones around for 

the next 20 years master plan 1 

I don't think the town is unified in it's vision of the future nor is it 

prepared to adapt a sustainable plan. I like living here; yet my overall 

impression is that this is a town living in the past. I hope I'm wrong! master plan 1 

I know politics is a necessary evil. However, This is the future of our 

Town. Let's set a goal of a better place for our children, and not a quick 

profit for the few. As you know, these decisions will make or break 

Southwick as a community. master plan 1 

It is obvious this town tries really hard to become better. I believe that 

work is and will pay off. master plan 1 

The survey used was produced by a biased source and squid (????) 

relevant information. master plan 1 

you're welcome . Survey was difficult in parts, because of hard choices to 

be made for the future of the town. Especially the part about affordable 

housing. This survey really makes you realize that the choices are not 

easy ones master plan 1 

This(a master plan) was done 20 years ago(or more?) and was set aside 

by the Powers That Be. Sadly, I hope this one does better. Too many 

lovely buildings have been razed and farmland sold. No more "box controlled 

stores" please. master plan agriculture growth 1 

This is a very good idea. As times change updates are needed. I checked 

that I live in a condo, but I really live in a cottage in a retirement 

community. It is not detached. You omitted that kind of option for 

housing. master plan 1 
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Master Plan 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

Good practice to including town members in shaping the town's future master plan 1 

Try and really think about the responses from the survey, especially the 

younger generations, remember we are the ones that will be growing up 

here more and living here more and will more appreciate better changes 

for the town master plan 1 

Way too long of a survey. Questions need improvement. No questions 

about the park and rec department which needs attention. master plan 1 

Thank you for your work. Please offer opportunities for 

discussion/feedback on specific items that cannot be nuanced in a 

questionnaire. Make sure that the plan comes before Town Meeting and 

gets approved. Otherwise, your hard work will have been in vain. At all 

costs, PROTECT THE AQUIFER! Stop gated communities that practice 

sub-standard development and then expect the town to assume 

responsibility. Enforcement of existing bylaws should be written into 

their language and funded. The current culture in town is for people to 

do whatever they please because town officials a) don't know about it, b) 

enforce it selectively, c) the damage can't be undone. Offenders should 

be made to pay for real restoration of damages. Support attendance at 

workshops and conferences for town board and committee members. 

Committee members should be rewarded for their participation by 

continuing reappointment rather than by being dismissed for political 

reasons. thank you master plan water supply 1 

Great idea with survey and website. Keep trying to get people involved. 

Will do best to participate and communicate to others. master plan 1 

Thank you for doing something like this. It is the best way for people not 

keen on voicing their opinions to a crowd to make their wishes known. 

Everyone living here deserves a say in this place's future. thank you master plan 1 

Great idea to put out the survey! master plan 1 

Not enough emphasis was placed on the infrastructure needed to 

support current residents as well as future growth and quality of life 

issues. No emphasis on character and preservation of treescape. Master 

Plan did not address access to councilmen or frequency of meetings. Not controlled 

well thought out. infrastructure master plan growth 1 

I do not support cannabis growing, cultivating, or retail stores in town. I 

moved to Southwick because of the Right to Farm Community standards, 

and do not want to see that destroyed by overdevelopment. I suspect 

the town management and political powers have a vision for Southwick 

and most of these surveys and survey responses will be disregarded, 

which is a real shame. agriculture master plan 1 
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Housing 

Response 
Qty of 

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

I personally moved to Southwick from Westfield because I like the small feel and 

less bustle of the town. I don't want us to forget the nice community we are and 

just keep growing bigger and bigger. We have a lot of new housing developments 

even in the just the last 10 years. And now recently having people trying to move 

in and take advantage of Southwick for the low tax rates for business/industry. I 

think we should probably be more competitive with our neighboring cities and 

raise the business rates (at the very least for any new business) so that doesn't 

happen. I don't think we should be allowing businesses that aren't going to 

contribute to the feel and environment of Southwick as it is now. Big business 

doesn't seem like a good fit here. Putting up lots of apartments and cheap 

housing also isn't a good fit. We do ok as far as I'm concerned now having a 

variety of people living here without becoming overwhelmed with a large lower-

income population. It's a good balance. I don't think we want to start worrying 

about the issues some of the bigger towns have with lower-income populations. 

Southwick in my opinion has a good mix of homes, business, land, recreation, 

agriculture and more. While I understand the need to modernize and be smart, I 

don't think growing the towns housing and business/industry vastly makes sense. 

There's only so much land and once you fill it all, the only option is to build up. 

Doesn't make sense for a small town/community like ours. It's a great place to 

live-let's not forget that or take it too far in the dream of building something 

massive that can't be supported properly. More houses/business=greater 

problems that more money is needed to solve. I realize so probably sound like an 

old grouchy person who doesn't want to change, but I am a younger person who 

can really appreciate the gem Southwick is compared to other neighboring towns. Small town 

Let's keep it safe. taxes housing charm 1 

I believe surveys such as this are misleading and tend to cause participants to 

answer in a way that may not express their opinion if they had a better 

understanding of the issue. Such as question #8. Who would agree to encourage 

industrial growth if they do not understand the need for low impact tax revenue 

(industrial usage) for a town to keep residential taxes down and have revenue to 

support the other town improvements the resident's desire. The questions on 

low income housing, With this comes a increase in cost due to a rise in crime 

rates and the needs that arise from this, but who would oppose this without the 

additional information? Reasonable housing comes with lower residential taxes 

and this comes from a strong tax revenue base and industrial property supports 

this. I appreciate the committees work and recognize the difficulties in putting 

together a questionnaire however I caution that both sides of the issues be 

presented. Thank you for you service on this committee. Keith Deyo thank you master plan housing 1 

I'm willing to be taxed more to enhance the quality of our Town for us residents. 

Sidewalks, school funding, road fixes and improvements, building of single-family 

dwellings to increase population and tax revenues. taxes schools infrastructure 1 
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Infrastructure 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Responses 
�-· 

I live on the lake, so my first priority is protecting it and the 

surrounding land. The other major thing I think the town needs 

is sidewalks. LMC sidewalks 1 

I would love to see farmland still in Southwick, would hate to 

lose it. We need farms!!! Also would like to see much better 

roads, they are awful. And better water. As I understand 

Southwick needs businesses, I do not think huge industrial 

businesses are appropriate for Southwick. agriculture infrastructure business water quality 1 

public sewer expansion. no tax for those who do not use the 

lake. infrastructure 1 

Fix the roads! The first impression of a potential resident or 

business seeking to relocate to Southwick are the public roads 

and bridges. They don't fly in or arrive by train. This first 

impression (roads) is bad. infrastructure 1 

Before Southwick encourages residential, business and 

industrial growth we should make sure we have an adequate 

infrastructure to support such endeavors- roads, water, sewer, controlled 

police, fire, Ems, schools etc. Slow growth would be best infrastructure growth 1 

Keep our town small with reasonable development and wise 

usage of our resources. infrastructure 1 

For paying over 8 thousand a year in property taxes we have 

poor internet, roads that are bad and getting worse half the 

town has no city water or sewer plus trash pickup. Selectmen 

should be ashamed of the way the town is going taxes Internet infrastructure water issues 1 

I would also like consideration to extend Natural Gas to my 

home and to other homes on my street. I would love the option 

to have Natural Gas at my home!! infrastructure 1 

My property taxes are over $8000 per year. We would like to 

stay in Southwick post-retirement. To better ensure that, taxes 

must be stable or reduced, roads must be better paved, and the 

lakes must remain clean and safe. We just might make it to 

2040. taxes infrastructure LMC 1 

Sewers were put in front of our house but we think it's too 

expensive to connect to them is there something that can be 

subsidize to help homeowners infrastructure 1 

Protect the aquifer. Balance development with water and I 

sewer capabilities; don't allow gated communities with sub-

standard roads; stop the development of the ugly strip of box controlled 

businesses along College Highway. water supply growth infrastructure business 1 
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Infrastructure 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Responses 
� � -

- r- - - -

Not enough emphasis was placed on the infrastructure needed 

to support current residents as well as future growth and 

quality of life issues. No emphasis on character and 

preservation of treescape. Master Plan did not address access controlled 

to councilmen or frequency of meetings. Not well thought out. infrastructure master plan growth 1 

Until the water ban situation is corrected, this town is not 

attractive to purchase residences. no additional industry such 

as Carvana that would further deplete water resources should 

be allowed. Infrastructure improvements promised several 

years ago have not been done. Changes in regulations to 

enable residents to dig wells is needed. We had someone come 

out to dig well & they were down 30 feet said only deep well & 

town will not allow that! Our home sits on aquifer so why isn't 

deeper well allowed. One cannot maintain a lawn watering 1 

day per week. Cost of Southwick water is also very high 

compared to other towns. water bans infrastructure taxes business 1 

Personally, I would love to see Southwick increase its 

Walkability. The downtown area could become a very desirable 

area with some improvements that DONT involve blacktop or 

concrete! infrastructure 1 

Suggest more intramural sports programs, elderly access to 

shopping areas like shuttle service. Aging population in town 

will need more mobility and access services, town is very 

spread out not walkable. Would like a ban on profane yard 

signs, makes the town look trashy zoning infrastructure shuttle service 1 

Probably the single most important thing we can do is focus on 

infrastructure for low cost fiber/ high speed internet. With 

more opportunities for remote work than ever before, people 

want to leave the city and live in places like Southwick where 

they can work from home. This infrastructure is critical to 

attracting these (often) high-earners to our community so they 

can invest in the local economy. This is also a major selling point 

for almost any business. Additionally, I hope that the Town will 

begin to investigate mixed use, pedestrian promenades, and 

other innovations that promote walkability. infrastructure internet 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 41) 

41. Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community Engagement

Survey! Please provide any additional comments that you would like to share with the Master 

Plan Advisory Committee. 

Actual Responses Below 

Open Space 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

Keep up the good work ... appreciate your efforts. Southwick has a 

opportunity to preserve its natural setting and promote life balance 

through easy access to natural resources while conveniently located to 

infrastructure (highways, airport, shopping malls, grocery). This will be 

valued as more communities give way to over development thank you open space no change 1 

I would like to see the agricultural, wildlife and recreational nature of the 

community protected and expanded upon for any new business or 

residential development opportunities. agriculture open space recreation 1 

I believe Southwick has the potential to improve itself by embracing what 

already makes our town great- community, nature, and recreation- while 

also looking to the future and making our town greener and more 

affordable to all income levels. We need to look forward and support the 

future generations more than anything- they're the ones who will be living 

here and running things 20 years from now. open space housing 1 

I would like to see Southwick remain agricultural and rural with small 

businesses that provide a service to the town. I would like to see minimal 

development of land for housing and business. I would like to see more 

green spaces and less industrial spaces and less traffic if possible. agriculture open space housing 1 

I'm very happy to have lived here for over 30 years. But all the 

development saddens me and the loss of beautiful land. Southwick is 

losing its small town feel but it's inevitable as it has happened to other 

towns. It's a shame that housing has become so expensive now, that many 

folks are priced out of purchasing a home here. Still it's a nice town to live small town 

and raise a family!! charm housing open space 1 

Please build a Trader Joe's. Bring on the high class, healthful improvements 

to our community! Conserve agriculture and beautiful open spaces. agriculture beautification business 1 

Commercial/industrial growth needs to be increased to stabilize residential 

tax base. It demands less service from the town. We have enough open 

space and town owned land. The town should not be the biggest 

landowner. This property is removed from the tax roll and places a higher 

tax burden on the residential taxpayer. taxes business open space 1 

Small town, Farming, Family owned business Less development Remodel 

the buildings we have instead of building new, leave the open space for small town 

the wildlife. charm agriculture open space 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 41) � 

41. Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community Engagement

Survey! Please provide any additional comments that you would like to share with the

Master Plan Advisory Committee. 

Actual Responses Below 

Zoning 

Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Responses 

Pis consider rezoning the parcel on Tannery and College Highway to 

residential. zoning 1 

We would like to have the ability to put solar panels in our backyard vs 

on our house. zoning 1 

Need to update the zoning in town. Verizon is trying to put a cell tower in 

the middle of our neighborhood. That should not happen. Need better 

recreation. Need tennis/pickleball courts. Need an indoor pool for a swim 

and dive team. Need summer camps in town for kids. Need a gaga ball 

pit. Need better parking and access ramps to the bike path. Need more 

organization and town support around team sports. The rec center 

volunteers and after school program are great, but help is needed - both 

money and manpower is needed to get things done, like maintain fields, 

organize/relationships with other towns, etc. More organized town 

sponsored outings - bus trips to Red Sox games, etc. Do more with 

outdoor exercise - like limiting motor boats on the lake to certain times, 

days, areas so there can be safe activities like paddleboarding, kayaking. 

Town run rentals for paddleboarding and kayaking. Not enough parking 

or access to the lake. If stuff like this exists, it's not known. Need more 

team sports offered at the high school level. Can you get more teams for 

just the 7th and 8th graders? zoning recreation LMC 1 
----

Suggest more intramural sports programs, elderly access to shopping 

areas like shuttle service. Aging population in town will need more 

mobility and access services, town is very spread out not walkable. 

Would like a ban on profane yard signs, makes the town look trashy zoning infrastructure services 1 

Why are there no laws, or enforcement of the laws in regard to unkept 

property and littering of unregistered vehicles? zoning beautification 1 

Something in writing limiting anyone to start a marina if they have the 

land and enough parking. Also people operating business's that rent 

boats on the lake that do not run the business on the lake. Especially the 

influx of Jet Skiers who rent and have never operated. Super dangerous 

out there on the water compared to years past. MA to require a boating 

safety/PWC course like CT does. LMC zoning 1 
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(Write in Response from Question 41} 
41. Thank you for participating in the Southwick Master Plan Community Engagement Survey!

Please provide any additional comments that you would like to share with the Master Plan

Advisory Committee. 

Actual Responses Below 

Town Government 
Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Responses 

Changing the town meeting form of government should be a 

priority. Important issues should be put to a ballot vote instead of 

packing the high school with partisan folks which might not be 

representative of the majority of town residents. town gov't 1 

It is time to change the political structure in town. I've been told our 

population is declining in town so a change isn't necessary, but I 

don't care about that part. The Carvana debacle exposed the huge 

weakness in town which is the present political structure in place. 

The cronies that think they run this town are not helping the overall 

wellness of this town, they are simply keeping their own self 

interests intact. town gov't 1 

1. We really feel that the fact that there is no difference in the tax

rate for residential vs business use is detrimental to the quality of

life in the town. If businesses want to come to Southwick they

should be willing to contribute to maintaining the quality of life for

the residents via a higher tax base. 2. We also feel that in order to

more fairly represent (and encourage) diversity in town government

the select board should be increased from 3 members to 5. taxes town gov't 1 

Most important need to expand the select board from 3 to 5 or 7. town gov't 1 

Town bylaws need strengthening to remove the ambiguity of 

interpretation that allows boards too much discretion in the 

approval process. The weak wording of many bylaws opens the 

door to inconsistent and biased decisions. It is common to hear 

elected officials acknowledge confusion over the wording and 

intentions of bylaws. There are no resources that provide for the 

consistent and legal application of many town bylaws. Each 

succession of board members has no frame of reference in 

understanding why past decisions were made because the bylaws 

and past decisions provided way too much unfounded support. The 

Southwick bylaws need widespread improvement/rewriting. 

Otherwise, unchecked inconsistency and bias will continue. town gov't 1 
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Qty of 

Response Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Responses 

Thank you for your work. Please offer opportunities for 

discussion/feedback on specific items that cannot be nuanced in a 

questionnaire. Make sure that the plan comes before Town 

Meeting and gets approved. Otherwise, your hard work will have 

been in vain. At all costs, PROTECT THE AQUIFER! Stop gated 

communities that practice sub-standard development and then 

expect the town to assume responsibility. Enforcement of existing 

bylaws should be written into their language and funded. The 

current culture in town is for people to do whatever they please 

because town officials a) don't know about it, b) enforce it 

selectively, c) the damage can't be undone. Offenders should be 

made to pay for real restoration of damages. Support attendance 

at workshops and conferences for town board and committee 

members. Committee members should be rewarded for their 

participation by continuing reappointment rather than by being 

dismissed for political reasons. thank you master plan water supply town gov't 1 

Eliminate preponderance of deal making between upper levels of 

government while negotiating with business interests. Before any 

larger plans for development of Residential areas are formulated 

and finalized affected residents need to be notified for their input 

into the process. town gov't communication 1 
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