
 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Town of Southwick  

454 COLLEGE HIGHWAY  SOUTHWICK, MA  01077 

Department of Public Works 
Telephone (413) 569-6772      Fax (413) 569-5001 

 
    

 
Eversource Vegetation Management Plan 

 
Eversource has developed a Town-wide Vegetation Management Plan in accordance with 
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 87, Section 14.  This Plan identifies locations where 
vegetation removal is necessary on transmission and distribution lines in an effort to provide safe 
and reliable delivery of electric service. 
 
The following pages identify specific locations where vegetation management is necessary.  
Please note that this list is continually being updated as more trees are being added to the list as 
they are identified.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact the DPW office at 413-569-6772. 
 
Randal Brown, P.E. 
DPW Director 
 
 
  

 























From: Mitchell, Joseph B
To: 167@swkpd.com; Russ Fox; chiefanderson@southwickfire.net; Charles Dunlap; Randy Brown; Randy Brown; Karl

Stinehart
Subject: Eversource Vegetation Management Scorecard
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 1:48:22 PM
Attachments: MA Town Scorecard Southwick.pdf

Dear Southwick municipal officials.  Below and attached please find a message from Eversource’s
Manager of Vegetation Management.
 
To our Community Partners:
 
Trees are a beautiful and treasured feature of Massachusetts’s landscape, but they also
can cause devastating damage when strong storms tear through the state. Because trees
are the number one cause of power outages for our customers and public safety issues in
our communities, it's critical that we balance the many benefits that trees provide with
the need for safe and reliable power.
That's why we've developed a Vegetation Management Town Scorecard to measure the
value of our proactive tree work across the state. Our goal is to provide a visual and
accessible overview of reliability and the state of our vegetation management efforts in
your town.
The scorecard includes important data including:

An overview of our 2022 plan for your community
The number of tree related emergency calls
The clearance standard need to be maintained
Reliability data for Eversource customers related to vegetation
 

We understand the important role trees play in our communities. At the same time,
we’re committed to meeting customer expectations on reliability. We need reliable power
now more than ever before and must work together to ensure the safety of our
communities.
If you have any questions regarding Eversource’s vegetation management program,
please contact me at 508-790-9007.
Sincerely,
 
Paul Sellers,
Eversource Manager of Vegetation Management
 
 
Warm Regards,
Joe
 
Joe Mitchell |  Community Relations & Economic Development Specialist

 
 
300 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA 01104
(- Office: 413.787-9272        (- Mobile: 413.579.2389        * : Joseph.Mitchell@eversource.com
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Randy Brown

From: Mitchell, Joseph B [joseph.mitchell@eversource.com]
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2020 4:37 PM
To: Mitchell, Joseph B
Subject: Eversource 2020 Transmission Line Maintenance

Dear Municipal Officials: 
 
As part of our everyday effort to deliver reliable energy to our customers and communities, Eversource and our 
approved contractors will be conducting various activities associated with transmission line maintenance in your 
community throughout the year.  Work will take place within Eversource’s existing right of ways (powerline corridors) 
and Eversource‐owned property.  Maintaining infrastructure is one of the many ways Eversource supports the safe and 
secure transmission of electricity throughout the region.  
 
Eversource will also be continuing inspections of existing transmission structures both by foot and utilizing drone 
patrols. 
 
For larger undertakings including structure replacement or potential vegetation management projects, I will reach out to 
you and provide more detailed project schedules, and locations.  Furthermore, for these larger endeavors, we will be 
communicating with nearby property owners and performing door‐to‐door outreach ahead of any construction 
activities.  
 
We also have our dedicated Project Hotline Number (1‐800‐793‐2202), email address (ProjectInfo@eversource.com) 
available for any project‐related inquiries.  
 
Our typical work hours will be Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  On rare occasion, Sunday work may be 
required.  Please note that these work activities will not interrupt electric service to homes or businesses. 
 
Lastly, as part of these ongoing efforts, we may also be speaking with property owners in your community about topics 
such as securing off‐right‐of‐way access on their properties.  Any representatives of Eversource will be carrying 
appropriate identification.  If anyone calls with questions about any Eversource transmission work, please let me know 
and we will follow up promptly. 
 
On behalf of Eversource, we look forward to our continued partnership as we work in your Community.  As always, 
please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.   
Please feel free to use my cell phone (413‐579‐2389). 
 
Regards, 
Joe 
 
Joe Mitchell |  Community Relations & Economic Development Specialist 
 

  
 
300 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA 01104

- Office: 413.787-9272        - Mobile: 413.579.2389         : Joseph.Mitchell@eversource.com  

 

This electronic message contains information from Eversource Energy or its affiliates that may be confidential, 
proprietary or otherwise protected from disclosure. The information is intended to be used solely by the 
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recipient(s) named. Any views or opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of Eversource 
Energy or its affiliates. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this message or the taking of any action based 
on its contents, other than by the intended recipient for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your system. Email 
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource Energy 
disclaims all liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions. 
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Randy Brown

From: Mitchell, Joseph B [joseph.mitchell@eversource.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 8:55 AM
To: 164@swkpd.com; Russ Fox; chiefanderson@southwickfire.net; Charles Dunlap; Randy 

Brown; Randy Brown; Karl Stinehart
Subject: Upcoming Structure Replacement Work - Blandford, Granville, Russell, and Southwick 
Attachments: 1512 Line Str Replacement - Start of Construction Letter Feb 2020.pdf

Dear Southwick Municipal Officials: 
 
Eversource will be performing maintenance transmission structure replacements the Towns of Blandford, Granville, 
Russell, and Southwick beginning in February 2020. For our planned transmission line maintenance, we will be replacing 
existing, aged wood structures with new steel structures. 
 
This work will take place between the Blandford Sub‐Station off North Blandford Rd in Blandford and the Southwick Sub‐
Station off College Hwy in Southwick. 
 
•             Blandford – Replacing 15 existing transmission structures. This work will take place within Eversource’s existing 
right of way that borders North Blandford Rd and crosses Otis Stage Rd/Rte 23, Herrick Rd, South St, Cobble Mtn Rd, and 
Hayden Rd. 
•             Granville – Replacing 17 existing transmission structures. This work will take place within Eversource’s existing 
right of way that crosses Wildcat Rd, Old Westfield Rd, Main Rd/Rte 57, and Sodom Mtn Rd. 
•             Russell – Replacing 12 existing transmission structures. This work will take place within Eversource’s existing 
right of way that crosses South Quarter Rd. 
•             Southwick – Replacing 4 existing transmission structures. This work will take place within Eversource’s existing 
right of way that crosses South Loomis St, Vining Hill Rd, Jeffrey Circle, Lincoln Rd, and Mort Vining Rd. 
 
We plan to begin work in February with Project completion and restoration of disturbed areas occurring in the Summer 
of 2020. The hours of construction will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
 
Prior to work beginning, our Team will be reaching out to nearby property owners, providing them with our public 
hotline information (1.800.793.2202 or ProjectInfo@eversource.com) should they have questions or would like 
additional information. We are also mailing the attached letter to all property owners who abut the right of way.  
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  I am always available via my cell phone: 413‐579‐
2389. 
 
Best, 
Joe 
 
 
Joe Mitchell |  Community Relations & Economic Development Specialist 
 

  
 
300 Cadwell Drive, Springfield, MA 01104

- Office: 413.787-9272        - Mobile: 413.579.2389         : Joseph.Mitchell@eversource.com  
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This electronic message contains information from Eversource Energy or its affiliates that may be confidential, 
proprietary or otherwise protected from disclosure. The information is intended to be used solely by the 
recipient(s) named. Any views or opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of Eversource 
Energy or its affiliates. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this message or the taking of any action based 
on its contents, other than by the intended recipient for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your system. Email 
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource Energy 
disclaims all liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions. 



 

 

P.O.Box 270 
Hartford, CT 06141-0270 
 

 

February 2020 

 

Dear Neighbor,  

 

As part of our everyday effort to deliver reliable energy to our customers and communities, we will be replacing existing wood 

transmission structures between the Blandford Substation in Blandford, MA and the Southwick Substation in Southwick, MA, passing 

through the Towns of Blandford, Granville, Russell, and Southwick.  Maintaining the infrastructure that supports electric lines is one 

of the many ways Eversource ensures the safe, secure transmission of electricity throughout the region.  

 

We Are Always Working to Serve You Better 

Starting soon, crews from BluRoc LLC, Michels Electrical, PAR Electric, and Supreme Industries will be working to replace existing 

transmission structures on or near your property.  

 

What You Can Expect 

Since your property is on or near the project route, here is important information about how we will work in your neighborhood:  

 

• Reliable Service: Be assured that this work will not interrupt electric service to your property. 

 

• Proper Identification: All people working on this project carry identification. Eversource contractors will occasionally be in 

your neighborhood to tell you what to expect.  They may leave an informational doorhanger at your home or knock on your 

door to talk to you about the project work.  We’re letting you know about this outreach in advance so you can be confident 

that the outreach is being conducted by a legitimate Eversource representative and is not a scam.  

 

• Where We Will Be Working: Construction activity will take place within the existing right of way (powerline corridor) in 

Blandford, Granville, Russell, and Southwick. 

 

• Communication: Keeping the lines of communication open is important to us. Our field outreach representatives will be in 

touch, either in person or with a door hanger notice. Feel free to reach out to us by email at ProjectInfo@Eversource.com or 

call 1.800.793.2202 if you have any questions.  

 

• Construction Hours: The hours for construction are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday.   

 

• Construction Activities: Project construction will include the following:  

Overall, you can expect:  

− Construction vehicles on the right of way, including heavy equipment, though we will make every effort to 

minimize any impact to your property.  

− Site grading, mowing/vegetation removal, adding gravel to the access road, and setting timber mats in wetland areas.  

− Existing wood structures will be replaced with steel structures of similar height.  

− When the project is completed, crews will restore areas that were disturbed by the work.  

 

• Project Completion: We expect all work, including restoration, to be complete by the Summer of 2020. 

 

 

Contact Us 

Eversource is committed to be a good neighbor and doing our work with respect for you and your property. Again, if you have any 

questions about this work, please call 1.800.793.2202 or email us at ProjectInfo@eversource.com. Thank you.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

David Bearce  
 

David Bearce  

Project Manager -- Eversource Energy  

   

  



Work Area Preparation 

Construction vehicles and equipment must be able to access each 

transmission structure.  For these vehicles, we will build or enhance 

gravel roads to provide access to structure locations.  We’ll also install 

level work pads to create a stable work area for equipment, such as drill 

rigs and cranes.   

 

We use timber mats to protect environmentally sensitive areas.  

Temporary soil erosion and sedimentation controls (for example, silt 

fences and straw bales) and other environmental controls may be installed 

near the work areas during construction.  We will maintain these controls 

as needed throughout the construction process.  Typically, these environmental controls are removed after construction, though 

some may remain until the area is restored. 

 

Foundation Drilling  

When required, drilling activities usually take place for a few days at each location 

where structures are being replaced. Depending on soil conditions, the drilling may last 

longer.  The size of the hole will also vary with the size of the new structure and soil 

conditions.  At the end of the work day, any open foundation holes will be safely 

covered and secured.  Once we complete the foundation installation, we will assemble 

and install the new structures. 

 

 

 

 

New Structure Installations & Modifications to Existing Structure  

Once the foundations are complete, we’ll begin installing the new steel replacement 

structures.  Steel structures often come in sections that are assembled on site. The structure 

pieces will be delivered to the right of way in advance of this installation process.  Cranes 

and/or bucket trucks are used to lift the structures and set them into position on the 

foundations.  

 

Where existing structures are being modified, crews will climb the structure or use bucket 

trucks to make the necessary modifications. Generally, it takes one to three days to assemble 

and erect each new structure or modify an existing structure. 

 

 

Existing Structure Removal 

The existing structures being replaced will be taken apart and removed from the site.  Where 

needed, the old concrete foundations will be removed and the hole filled with soil.  We will 

recycle or properly dispose of all material removed from the site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos show typical work areas, and are for illustration only. 
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