
Richard Dickinson 

And the Dickinson School Trust 



Richard Dickinson in Southwick 

 Appears in the 1800 

census for the first time 

with wife Abigail and a 

male worker. 

 Elected one of the 

Surveyors of  Highways 

in 1803 

 Home on current 

College Highway 

Richard Dickinson’s Southwick Home 

Location of former Dickinson house  



Richard Dickinson in Southwick 

 By 1820 the Dickinson 

household had grown to 

include 10 members (8 

workers). 

 Richard dies in May of 

1824 

 By 1830, Abigail is the 

lone Dickinson in 

Southwick 



Dickinson Gravesite and Will 



Early Impact of the Trust 



Early Impact continued 



Southwick built the Dickinson 

Grammar School  in 1828 to honor  

Richard Dickinson for his gift. 



Dickinson Grammar School 



The Dickinson School burned in the 

1860’s, was rebuilt but  replaced by 

the Consolidated School in 1929 

Current Southwick Police station (former Town  

Hall) cupola houses original Dickinson School 

Bell 



The Trust’s Impact on Town 

Government 

In 1881 the interest 

on the Trust made up 

almost half the town’s 

contribution to the  

annual school budget 



By 1929 the Trust’s impact waned 

Interest on the Trust in 1929 was $659.13  

out of a total town school budget of  over 

$36,000.00 



The Trust Today 



Dickinson Trust Teacher’s Grants  

The Teacher’s Grants allow Southwick teachers to 

bring innovative programs to the schools, like visiting 

artists Baba Brinkman and Barbara Scavotto-Earley 



Dickinson Trust Teacher’s Grants 

The grants have funded 

programs from elementary 

school to high school, in  

English, Social Studies, 

and Science.  Programs  

include a history of South- 

wick ABC’s coloring book 

designed and produced by 

third graders, a middle  

school historical inventory 

of Southwick, and high 

tech environmental testing  

and research equipment for 

the middle school. 



The Dickinson School 

Trust 
Working for the future of education in Southwick 

 

Trustees: 
 Kenneth Haar 

Dean Rankin 

  Gene Theroux 

 

Donations accepted:   
  Dickinson School Trust 

     c/o Southwick Town Hall 

 Southwick, MA 01077 

 

 
 


